
 
Early Straight Neck Squash 

Yellow squash is a member of the Cucurbitaceae family, which also includes 
cucumbers, pumpkin and watermelon. Yellow squash are grown in a manner 
similar to its cousins, but unlike them, the fruit of the yellow squash is picked 
while immature and often eaten cooked. Easy to grow and fast to bear fruit, 
summer squash has held a place in gardeners' hearts for generations -- 
eventually being bred into the many varieties that are available today, 
including straight-neck, crook-neck, scallop and zucchini. 

Prepare the squash bed by working compost into the bed to create a loose soil. 
Test the pH and continue to amend until it is between 6 and 6.5. 

Plant seeds directly in the prepared bed once all danger of frost has passed in 
the spring or 70 days prior to the first frost if planting in the fall. Plant seeds 3/4 
to 1 1/2 inches deep, in 36-inch rows that are 18 to 24 inches apart. Take the 
temperature of the soil if you're in doubt; it should be above 60 degrees 
Fahrenheit. 

Water plants well as they begin to set fruit and remove weeds when they 
appear. Water evenly since squash are very intolerant of fluctuation in water 
availability once fruits start to form; 1 inch of water per week is ideal. Check 
daily for insects, disease and weeds. 

Harvest fruits when they are less than 3 inches in diameter and about 8 inches 
long. Waiting until fruits are larger will result in hard, inedible fruits full of semi-
mature seeds. Pick fruits four to eight days after blooms appear; squash mature 
very rapidly 
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