
 
Drosera Binata 

Drosera Binata, commonly known as the Forked-Leaf Sundew, is known for its 
ability to become a large insect-catching "bush". On top of this, there are 
several varieties, which are capable of developing massive forked-leaves. 
Drosera Binata is a very adaptable and is great for beginning sundew growers. 
Below, I will explain each variety including the temperate D. Binata var. 
dichotoma "T-form" and dichotoma 'Giant' as well as the stunning tropical and 
subtropical varieties: D. Binata var. multifida "extrema" and D. binata 'Marston 
Dragon'. Drosera Binata can be found throughout southern Australia as well as 
New Zealand and Tasmania.  

MEDIA:  

Very adaptable. 1:1 peat: sand (silica) as well as 100% dead or living long-
fibered sphagnum. Perlite can be added as well, as needed.  

Be sure to rinse your media before you use it. 

MEDIA MOISTURE:  

Keep moist. Drosera binata can be grown in waterlogged soils as well. 

HUMIDITY:  

Not much needed, but I'd recommend at least 50% for optimum growth. Try 75-
85+% if you want to maximal dew production. 

POT HEIGHT:  

Does quite well in smaller 2 to 3-inch pots, but the large roots can become 
crowded. Use taller pots (6-10+ inches tall) to encourage the largest possible 
growth.    



TRAPPING SPEED:  

Reasonably fast. Tentacles usually curl around food within 10 minutes. Leaves 
generally do not curl noticeably around prey unless the food size is quite large.  

FEEDING:  

Feed once every two weeks or sooner (if not growing outdoors) for the fastest, 
largest growth. See feeding page.  Feeding also encourages flowering.  

FOOD SIZE:  

Medium - A lot of food can be loaded onto a single leaf. 

PLANT DIMENSIONS:  

Drosera Binata varieties generally become quite large. D. binata var. dichotoma 
'Giant' is known to be the largest, which has been known to reach heights from 
1.5-2+ feet on average.  The "T-form" generally produces leaves from 6-9 inches 
long. D. binata var. multifida "extrema" is commonly grown in hanging baskets, 
since its leaves tend to "droop" in lower light conditions. However, if given 
plenty of light, it can grow into a large, upright bush.  

TEMPERATURE:  

Not picky.  

LIGHTING/PHOTOPERIOD: 

Give all forms of Drosera Binata as much light as possible. When not outdoors, I 
grow mine under T-8 lights with a 16-hour photoperiod. Leaves of all forms can 
turn bright red if given enough light (or if not fed for a while). 

 FLOWERS:  

D. Binata varieties generally have somewhat large flowers compared to other 
species. The flowers are formed on very robust stalks, which usually form 
several pedicels. The flowers are white with broad petals. There is one form of 
D. Binata var. multifida that has pink flowers. Many forms of D. binata (ie D. 
binata var. multifida, D. binata var. dichotoma 'Giant' and D. binata 'Marston 
Dragon') are not capable of self-pollinating and a genetically different plant 
must be used in order to obtain seeds. However, there are several location 
forms of D. binata var. dichotoma from New Zealand that are capable of self-
pollinating (ICPS).    

  



PROPAGATION TECHNIQUES: 

Seed - Generally easy. Cold stratification is evidently not required, but helps 
increase the germination rate of older seeds. Can be grown to flowering 
maturity from seed in about 1-1.5 years if fed approx. every 2 weeks.  
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