
 
Dracaena Draco 

Start the Dracaena indoors from seed. Sow the seed in 2-inch pots filled with 
peat moss. Plant the seed under 1/4 inch of peat and mist the pot. Place the pot 
where temperatures are at least 70 degrees Fahrenheit and keep evenly moist. 
In about one month, germination will occur and the pot can be moved to a 
sunny location to continue growing. 

Transplant the seedling when it is 3 to 4 inches high into a larger pot. Fill the 
pot with two parts of potting soil mixed with one part sand. Plant the seedling 
at the same depth it was growing in the 2-inch pot. Place it in a bright window 
with indirect light. 

Water the Dracaena when it is beginning to dry out. It is tolerant of drier 
conditions but not drought tolerant and needs a steady supply of water. The 
interior conditions will dictate how often to irrigate. Use a moisture meter and 
water when it registers one level above "dry”. Alternatively, use two to three 
tumbler glasses of water every one to two weeks. 

Use a pure source of water to irrigate. Dracaena plants are sensitive to fluoride 
and other minerals. It is best to water them with mineral or spring water if your 
tap water is fluoride. Add all-purpose fertilizer according to instructions every 
15 to 20 days, mixed into the water. 

GROWING DRACAENA OUTDOORS: 

Plant the tree in a location with morning sun but afternoon shade. Place the 
tree in a hole dug 1 or 2 inches shallower than the root ball. Cover the roots 
with soil and water in to settle the dirt. 

  



Fertilize the dragon tree in spring with a slow-release fertilizer applied at the 
rate the manufacturer recommends. Remove the old spent foliage to improve 
the appearance of the tree and make way for new leaves. Use gloves when 
doing this as the leaf blades are sharp. 

Cover the Dracaena with burlap when extended freezes are expected. The tree 
can survive temperatures down to 22 degrees Fahrenheit for a few hours but 
longer cold snaps require it to be covered. Remove the burlap during the day so 
the plant can gather some of the sun's energy. 

Water the outdoor Dracaena when the soil feels dry 6 to 8 inches under the 
surface. Dig a little channel to check for coolness and moisture. Water until 
puddles form on the surface of the soil and then allow the plant to dry out 
almost completely before irrigating again. This will be approximately every 
week or two in summer. In the winter, allow natural precipitation to water the 
tree. 
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