
 
Diospyros Natalensis 

Diospyros natalensis - A much-branched shrub or small tree up to 6-10m in 
height, occurring in dune scrub or dune forest along the coast. Stem tall & 
straight, to 350mm dia., or multi-stemmed. Bark smooth, pale grey or blackish-
grey, mottled with lichen. Branches often horizontal. The young shoots tend to 
have a weeping habit that makes this a fine garden subject. Tends to form a 
smooth, rounded crown. New leaves turn beautifully russet-coloured in 
October. Flowers small, white, solitary or in 2- to 3-flowered axillary heads, up 
to 7mm long (Jul-Nov). The groups of small white flowers are produced in the 
leaf axils. If you are lucky enough to get a female tree, the little acorn-like fruits 
that begin to form take at least a few months to mature. When a female tree is 
in full fruit, it looks like the tree has been festooned with thousands of little 
Christmas lights, especially when the fruits are backlit by the shafts of sunlight. 
Male and female flowers are produced on separate trees. Attracts birds & 
butterflies. Fruit slender, up to 1.2x.6cm, sharply tipped, yellowish, cup-shaped, 
like a miniature acorn (Sep-May). The fruits range from green when unripe, 
through orange to bright red when ripe. Good container & bonsai plant (the 
leaves remain small and have an oval to rounded shape. The plant has a 
horizontal branching habit that translates down to the leaves all being borne 
alternately on twigs and stems in a single horizontal plane, ideal for a bonsai). 

PROPAGATION:  

Seeds can be sown in sandy soil in a greenhouse or frame at any time. Cuttings 
may be taken in the summer or autumn, potted in sand or sandy peat, and kept 
in a closed frame or greenhouse for a few weeks until they form roots. 
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