
 
Dawn Redwood 

Take four continuous squares of paper towel and moisten them under a faucet. 
Wring out the excess moisture and fold the towels in half. Spread the dawn 
redwood seeds over one half of the paper towels and fold them around the 
seeds. Store the seeds in their moist paper towel wrapping inside a sealable 
plastic bag within the refrigerator for at least 90 days to cold stratify the seeds. 

Fill a 3-inch plastic pot with a mixture of equal parts potting soil and sand. Fill 
one pot for each dawn redwood seed. Pour 1/2 cup of water into each pot to 
saturate the soil and sand mixture. Allow the pots to drain. 

Remove the seeds from cold storage and sow them immediately. Sow one 
dawn redwood seed into each pot of soil. Press the seed 1 inch below the 
surface and tamp the soil on top. Water the pot with 1/4 cup of water. 

Place the pots on a propagation heat mat set to 70 degrees Fahrenheit near a 
window or other source of bright, indirect light. Check for signs of growth after 
60 days. Transplant the dawn redwood seedlings into 1-gallon plastic pots 
filled with equal parts sand and peat moss once they reach 4 inches in height. 
Place them outdoors in a shaded location, and plant them in a permanent bed 
in autumn. 

OUTDOOR DIRECT SEED SOWING: 

Choose an outdoor planting site suited to growing dawn redwoods. Look for 
an area with moist soil year-round and full sun. 

Cultivate an area measuring 4 feet by 4 feet using a rotary tiller. Till it to a 
depth of 12 to 14 inches. Make sure the soil is well broken-up, and contains no 
large clumps or rocks. 



Sow the dawn redwood seeds immediately after harvesting them. Press one 
seed into the soil to a depth of 1 inch. Water the seed to a depth of 1 to 1-and-
1/2 feet using a garden hose. 

Apply a 1-inch-thick layer of shredded pine mulch over the bed to conserve 
moisture around the seed. Water the seed to a depth of 1 foot every 10 days for 
the first month after sowing. Discontinue watering in the winter, and resume in 
spring when soil temperatures reach 65 to 70 degrees Fahrenheit. 

Look for signs of germination once outdoor temperatures have been above 70 
degrees Fahrenheit for 30 days. Apply 2 cups of 20-20-20 ratio fertilizer, diluted 
in 2 gallons of water, around the base of the seedling once it reaches 3 inches 
in height. 
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