
 
Cyrtanthus Mackenii 

Although all Cyrtanthus species can be cultivated in containers, due to the 
rather fastidious nature of many members of the genus, only a few are suited to 
the rigours of general garden cultivation. C. mackenii is certainly one of the 
easiest species to cultivate and ranks amongst relatively few others that can be 
successfully cultivated over an extended period in gardens in temperate 
climates.  

Cyrtanthus mackenii is best planted in a growing medium that contains plenty 
of well-rotted organic matter. A suggested medium is equal parts of finely sifted 
compost, and coarse river sand or silica sand (swimming pool sand). Both 
colour varieties prefer a lightly shaded position, ideally receiving morning sun 
and afternoon shade, and like to be planted with the necks of their bulbs 
slightly exposed above soil level. The bulbs should be allowed to form large 
clumps and like to be left undisturbed for at least five years, until clumps 
become too thick and flowering performance diminishes. The bulbs require 
regular heavy watering about once every ten days throughout the year. Pots 
can be placed on semi-shaded balconies or verandahs, and when in flower can 
be brought indoors where the sweetly-scented blooms can be fully appreciated. 
C. mackenii is a good cut flower, each stem lasting up to ten days in the vase.  

Propagation of Cyrtanthus mackenii is easy. Offsets (daughter bulbs) form 
rapidly and can be separated from the mother bulbs when large enough, in 
early spring. The perennial fleshy roots should not be allowed to dry out and 
the bulbs should be replanted immediately and watered well. Seeds can be 
sown in early spring in deep seed trays, in the same mixture recommended for 
adult bulbs (see above). Cover the thin, black, papery seeds with about 3-4 mm 
of sowing medium, and keep moist by watering with a fine rose. Germination 
of fresh seeds takes place within four weeks, and under ideal conditions, 
seedlings will often flower for the first time during their third season of growth.  



 

The dreaded lily borer can be a problem during the summer months in 
southern Africa. Use a carbaryl-based insecticide for this problem. A systemic 
insecticide can be used if mealy bugs attack the bulbs and leaf bases. 
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