
 
Curtisia Dentata 

The assegai is handsome, fast-growing and easy to grow. It grows into a tall 
shapely, densely-leafy evergreen tree with a rounded crown that looks good all 
year round. It can be grown in full sun to light shade. In full sun it becomes 
bushy, and makes an attractive, tall, leafy hedge or screen. Its roots are non-
invasive and it has a long lifespan, i.e. 30+ years. It is a good tree for gardeners 
wishing to attract birds to their garden. 

For best results plant it in deep, fertile soil with plenty of compost and water 
generously for the first 2 to 3 years. Apply compost at least on an annual basis, 
and a general fertilizer in spring. Although it prefers a warm, well-watered 
climate, once established it will withstand moderate drought. It is also sensitive 
to frost, young plants being killed and older plants temporarily defoliated. 
Established plants should survive moderate frost. 

Curtisia dentata is best propagated by seed. Remove the fleshy covering of the 
berry and sow the nut when fresh, covered lightly and keep warm and moist. 
Germination takes 3 to 4 weeks. Seedlings are vigorous but highly susceptible 
to injury from drought, high surface soil temperature, frost and damping off 
fungi. They are thus best kept moist, but not wet, in light shade and protected 
from frost and full sun. The trays should be treated with a fungicide that 
combats damping off. Young saplings are also very sensitive to bright light, full 
sun will scorch the foliage and could even kill the young plant. Saplings are 
best grown in light shade; deep shade will also result in healthy plants but 
slower growth. Saplings are also sensitive to frost. 

Cuttings do not strike adventitious roots readily, but cut stumps coppice freely 
and the roots give off suckers.  
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