
 
Crocus Sativus - Saffron 

OUTDOOR BEDS: 

1.  Find a location where the soil drains well. If there are still water puddles 
5-6 hours after a hard rain, scout out another site. Or amend the soil with 
the addition of organic material to raise the level 2-3 inches to improve 
the drainage. Peat moss, compost, ground bark or decomposed manure 
all work well and are widely available. Saffron crocus will not thrive in 
water logged soils. 

2.  Site your bulbs where they will get full day sun or very light shade. 
Saffron crocuses prefer average amounts of moisture in the spring but do 
best dry sites in the summer when they are dormant. If your region 
experiences wet summers the crocuses can be planted under the eaves 
for summer dryness and given supplemental moisture in the spring. 

3.  Dig holes and plant your bulbs 3-4" deep and 2" apart. The bulbs are 
small and rounded, with pointed tops - plant with the points facing 
upwards.  

4.  After planting, water your bulbs well, thoroughly soaking the area. Roots 
will form in the autumn. Foliage will develop in the spring and flowers 
will follow in late summer through fall. While your bulbs may bloom the 
first season, don't be concerned if they bloom for the first time next fall. 

5.  When in bloom feel free to trim stamens for cooking. This will not hurt 
the plants. 

6. After flowering has finished for the season, the foliage will gather 
sunlight and provide nourishment for next year's show. Do not cut the 
leaves off. Water as needed. 



7.  If, late in the season, the leaves yellow and die back, the foliage may be 
removed at this point. Your bulbs will rest for a few months before 
beginning the next growing cycle. In warmest areas the foliage may stay 
green until mid spring when it will yellow and die back. When leaves are 
absent and the bulbs are dormant, withhold water. 

POTS, TUBS AND URNS: 

1.  Find a large container and fill it with a commercial potting mix that 
drains well. Saffron crocuses will not thrive in waterlogged soils. 

2.  Site your bulbs where they will get full day sun or very light shade. 
Saffron crocuses prefer average amounts of moisture in the spring but do 
best dry sites in the summer when they are dormant. You may want to 
move your containers seasonally to accommodate this. 

3.  Dig holes and plant your bulbs 3-4" deep and 2" apart. The bulbs are 
small and rounded, with pointed tops - plant with the points facing 
upwards. 

4.  After planting, water your bulbs well, thoroughly soaking the area. 
Roots will form in the autumn. Foliage will develop in the spring and 
flowers will follow in late summer through fall. While your bulbs may 
bloom the first season, don't be concerned if they bloom for the first time 
next fall. 

5.  When in bloom feel free to trim stamens for cooking. This will not hurt 
the plants. 

6.  After flowering has finished for the season, the foliage will gather 
sunlight and provide nourishment for next year's show. Do not cut the 
leaves off. Water as needed. 

7.  If, late in the season, the leaves yellow and die back, the foliage may be 
removed at this point. Your bulbs will rest for a few months before 
beginning the next growing cycle. In warmest areas the foliage may stay 
green until mid spring when it will yellow and die back. When leaves are 
absent and the bulbs are dormant, withhold water. 

Remember - Saffron crocus are fall bloomers. They'll sprout foliage in the spring 
but it's in the fall that they flower and produce their valuable bounty. 
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