
 
Crassula 

Crassula is easy to grow in normal loam soil, but it must have good drainage. It 
thrives in full sun or semi-shade, but will flower best in a sunny position. Feed 
with plenty of compost, organic or inorganic fertilisers, and take care not to 
overwater. This plant is tolerant of drought, wind and coastal conditions. 
Although it comes from a frost-free environment, it should tolerate a winter 
minimum of -1° C (zone 10) but is best protected from frost to prevent the 
flowers from being damaged.  

Crassula is a wonderful sculptural plant for pots, tubs, rockeries, retaining walls 
and gravel gardens and is the ideal plant for a water-wise garden. It can also be 
grown in pots indoors. To induce a potted specimen to flower, move it into a 
sunny or brightly lit position during summer and autumn - but if it has been in a 
cool low-light spot remember to introduce it to stronger light gradually or the 
leaves will be scorched. Also, don't put it behind glass in full sun, rather move it 
to an outside sunny spot or into a spot that receives bright light but no direct 
sun. Particularly with potted specimens, remember that it needs little water, so 
water sparingly in summer and withhold water during winter. It's best to 
drench the soil and then allow it to dry out before watering again. The plant 
will tolerate periods of drought effortlessly but will soon rot if left to stand in 
wet soil.  

Propagate by seed or cuttings. Seed can be sown in spring, summer or autumn 
in frost-free areas. Seedlings can be watered with a fungicide to prevent 
damping off. Cuttings root at any time of the year but optimal rooting is 
achieved during summer. Keep them fairly dry to prevent them from rotting.  
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