
 
Crab Apples 

Select an area for the crab apple tree. It needs full sun and well-draining soil. 
You can test the soil before planting by digging a small hole and filling it with 
water. If the water goes away before one hour is up, then it is a good location. 

Dig a small hole, no more than 1 inch deep, and place the seed into it. Fill it 
over with the dirt. If you dug a water test hole, then you need to fill it all the 
way in first, then dig out the 1 inch hole. 

Water the soil to dampen it and leave it for the fall and winter season. Tap 
wooden stakes in the ground around the seed to mark its location and keep 
anyone from walking on or otherwise damaging the area. If you live in an area 
that doesn't get below 40 degrees for at least two months, then this will not 
work. The seeds need the cold to start the germination process. In this case, put 
the seeds in a bag in the refrigerator until spring and then plant. 

Start looking for growth after temperatures have increased in the spring. Give 
the crab apple the entire spring season to push up through the ground before 
assuming it isn't going to grow. Once you see growth, tend to the tree by 
ensure that the soil is slightly damp to the touch. If you hit a rainy season, skip 
watering until the soil starts to dry back out. 

Once the tree gains 6 to 8 inches in height, spread mulch around the base. 
Keep the mulch at least 3 inches away from the trunk to prevent rotting. The 
mulch will provide nutrients and trap moisture. 
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