
 
Chasmanthe 

Chasmanthe is easy to cultivate and is useful in the garden in that it will grow 
equally well in full sun or semi-shade. It is also not known to be subject to any 
serious pests or diseases. The corms should be planted 3-5 cm deep and are 
best left undisturbed for several years. Corms that have been lifted and 
replanted will take at least a season to re-establish themselves and often will 
not flower the season after replanting. Chasmanthe requires a well-drained, 
well composted soil and will tolerate summer irrigation, during the plants' 
dormant period, provided the soil is well-drained. The plants must be well-
watered during autumn and winter which is their growing-season. 
Chasmanthe is tender to half-hardy and requires protection in very cold 
climates and is not considered suitable for permanent outdoor cultivation in 
climates colder than USDA zone 10 (-1 to 4 oC / 30 - 40 oF). 

Propagation is by offsets and seed. Chasmanthe increases itself naturally by 
producing cormlets (small corms / offsets / daughter corms) around the base of 
the parent corm, which can be removed during the dormant period and 
replanted in early autumn. If left undisturbed they will grow up around the 
parent forming cormlets of their own so that in time a single plant can form a 
dense colony. Another curious habit is that the corm of a single plant, having 
flowered the previous season, will split to form two plants the following 
season. This is another means by which they proliferate to form dense colonies. 
Colonies can be lifted during the dormant period, divided and replanted in 
early autumn. 

Seed is sown in autumn (March- May), in trays deep enough to give sufficient 
room for the growth of the developing rootstock. A 10 cm deep tray is 
recommended. The medium must be well-drained and should kept moist but 
not wet. The trays must be kept in a semi- shaded position for the first season. 



The young corms can be planted out into the garden at the beginning of their 
second season, when some of them may flower for the first time. 
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