
 
Dwarf Weeping Bottle Brush – Calistemon 
Viminalis – Tree Seed 

The unusual flowers of Callistemons are made up of a spike of small blooms 
with very long stamens. 

This collection of stamens is the only thing you see and what causes the bloom 
spike to look like a bottle brush. 

The flowers appear at the tips of the trees’ drooping stems. They are usually red 
but may be yellow, purple or green. The stems continue growing once the 
blooms fade to prepare for next year’s show. Once the showy blossoms go 
over, they are replaced by woody seed capsules. 

The 2-4 inch long evergreen leaves of the bottlebrush tree are dark green, 
narrow and leathery. The trees are tender and dislike wind. They are often 
multi-trunked.  

CALLISTEMON VIMINALIS TREE: 

This is the weeping bottlebrush tree. It grows to a height of 20 feet with an 
equal spread. Its pendant growth habit makes it attractive even when it isn’t 
blooming. The drooping branches sway gracefully whenever there is a breeze. 

This variety is commonly seen in central Florida. It is hardy from zone 9-11 and 
will tolerate short periods of drought once it has become established.  

An erect growing Callistemon bottlebrush with red blooms and sharp tipped 
leaves. It will grow to 15 feet tall and 10 feet wide. It is extremely drought 
tolerant and moderately salt tolerant. Callistemon rigidus shrubs are hardy 
from zone 9-11.  

 



CARE FOR BOTTLEBRUSH TREE: 

Plant the trees in fast draining soil in good light. They are from Australia and 
can take full sun to part shade. Bottlebrush tree care requires moist soil during 
the summer months, much drier in winter.  

If your tree is growing inside a greenhouse, provide good ventilation on mild 
winter days. 

You can propagate the tree by planting the seeds or taking 4 inch heel cuttings. 
Sow the seed on top of the soil. Seedling trees will bloom in 5 years or less.  

You can grow Callistemon bottlebrush unpruned as a screen or informal hedge. 
However, the form of Callistemon viminalis weeping bottlebrush is best 
appreciated when it is limbed up into a tree. 

Bottlebrush shrubs make good tub plants but be careful of placing one next to 
a pool as the flowers will drop into the water. 
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