
 
Bay Tree 

Plant seeds in a well composted mix in spring at a depth of 10mm. Keep well 
watered until germination which can take up to 90 days. 

Plant your Bay tree to the same depth as the soil mark on its trunk. The Bay 
laurel grows best in full sun, although it will grow in the shade. If planting a 
Bay tree outdoors, choose a sunny area that is sheltered from cold, harsh wind. 

Plant your Bay tree indoors in a pot that is 12 inches in diameter with good 
drainage holes in the bottom and filled with loam-based potting compost. Keep 
the tree in a cool room that has indirect sunlight. Be sure to keep your 
container-grown Bay tree indoors during the coldest three months of winter or 
whenever frost is threatening. 

Water your Bay tree only when conditions are dry, soaking the ground around 
the base of the tree. Regular watering is not required. If you must do any 
weeding around the tree, weed by hand because the Bay tree's root system is 
shallow. 

Apply a long-lasting fertilizer to the soil around the Bay tree once each year for 
the first two years. If your Bay tee is container-grown, give it a liquid fertilizer 
feed once in mid-spring and every two weeks throughout the summer. 

Prune young Bay trees by removing all lower side shoots. When the tree has 
grown eight inches taller than the final height, cut off the topmost growing tip 
and snip back the upper side shoots to three leaves. This will help the tree to 
grow into the traditional "ball" shape. After the tree is fully shaped, prune it to 
shape in late spring and late summer. 
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