
 
Barleria Obtusa 

Barleria obtusa grows very well in full sun and semi- shaded conditions. 
Although B. obtusa is a summer rainfall subject and can grow in a wide range 
of soils, it thrives in the winter rainfall, W. Cape area but requires well drained 
soil conditions. Lots of compost added to the soil will give plants a good boost. 

The bush violet also shows good drought resistant properties, however, for 
excellent growth, regular watering is encouraged. 

The shrublet can be planted in mixed borders and banks. Regular pruning is 
necessary after the shrub has flowered, for neat and compact growth. To 
encourage more flowers, nip off the shoots during spring and early summer. 

B. obtusa is easily propagated from seeds, cuttings and layering. The flat seeds 
are sown in seed trays in a well- drained medium. Cover the seeds with sifted 
soil or sand. Keep trays in a shaded area. 

Semi-soft wood cuttings can be taken during the summer from new growth. 
Dip the base of tip or stem cuttings into Serradix No. 2 hormone powder to 
stimulate fast root development. Successful results can be expected in four 
weeks. 

Layering is also an easy method of multiplying this plant. Choose a long branch 
which has not flowered. In autumn prepare the soil, by filling a small hole with 
coarse sand. Bend the branch and remove the leaves of the area that touches 
the soil. Score the underside of the naked stem to injure the tissue. Peg the 
bent branch into the hole and cover it with soil and coarse sand. Stake the tip 
and keep the spot moist until rooted. 
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