
 

 
Barleria Albostellata 

Although Barleria albostellata does best in subtropical and tropical conditions, 
it can grow under relatively cold conditions if planted in a sheltered area.  

It grows best in full sun, but can be planted in semi-shade and should be 
watered at least once a week, although it can withstand short periods of 
drought. Well-drained soil is required.  

The growth tempo is fast and the plant matures within three years. During the 
winter, two thirds of the shrub can be cut back to maintain shape and to 
stimulate new growth. If it is not cut back it tends to become an unattractive 
shrub after a few years.  
 

It is advisable to plant these shrubs in groups of 3 to 5, either under trees in 
light shade, to form informal borders in full sun or to line a pathway. Insure 
that there is sufficient space for it to spread out though, to prevent possibly 
blocking the pathway.  

To encourage growth and maintain healthy soil, it is necessary to provide a 
good thick layer of mulch beneath the shrubs. It will protect the roots and keep 
the soil cool in summer and rich in nutrients. Alternatively in winter it will keep 
the warmth in the soil.  

Propagation takes place either by seed or cuttings.  

Seed: the seed capsules of Barleria albostellata burst open when ripe. To 
prevent the seed being lost it can be collected as soon as the capsules turn 
brown.  



The flat seeds should be planted as follows: a mixture of two parts good soil, 
one part compost and one part river sand is used as a growth medium. Smooth 
the soil over and sow the seeds on the surface, pressing them slightly into the 
surface. Place in 40% shade. Water twice a week with a fine sprinkler. 
Germination takes place after seven days. Seedlings are transplanted when 
they reach a height of 200 mm.  

Cuttings are taken during the summer and the following should be 
remembered when using this form of propagation: plant material of the 
previous year should be used for cuttings. Cuttings of 120 mm are taken. Using 
No. 2 hormone powder, place the cuttings in a mixture of clean river sand. Ideal 
temperature for root growth is from 10ºC to 25ºC. After rooting, transplant the 
cuttings into a good soil mixture and place in 40% shade.  
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