
 
Azadirachta Indica 

SOIL: 

The Neem grows on almost all types of soils including clayey, saline and 
alkaline soils, with pH up to 8.5, but does well on black cotton soil and deep, 
well-drained soil with good sub-soil water. Unlike most other multipurpose tree 
species, it thrives well on dry, stony, shallow soils and even on soils having hard 
calcareous or clay pan, at a shallow depth. The tree improves the soil fertility 
and water-holding capacity as it has a unique property of calcium mining, 
which changes the acidic soils into neutral. 

WATERING: 

Neem tree needs little water and plenty of sunlight. The tree grows naturally in 
areas where the rainfall is in the range of 450 to 1200 mm. However, it has 
been introduced successfully even in areas where the rainfall is as low as 200 – 
250 mm. It cannot withstand water-logged areas and poorly drained soils. 
Neem makes land more fertile 

MATURITY: 

The Neem grows slowly during the first year of planting. Young Neem plants 
cannot tolerate intensive shade, frost or excessive cold. A Neem tree normally 
begins to bear fruit between 3 and 5 years and becomes fully productive in 10 
years. A mature tree produce 30 – 50 kg. fruit every year 

LIFE-SPAN: 

It is estimated that a Neem tree has a productive life span of 150 – 200 years  

 

 



PLANTING: 

The seeds should be as fresh as possible as older seeds often do not germinate. 
Provided that only a few trees are to be planted, and there is sufficient moisture 
available, with minimum weeds, the seeds may be sown directly into the 
ground. Two to three seeds are placed together about 1 cm deep in loose soil. 
After germination, only the strongest plant should be retained. When planting 
a large number, it is advisable to cultivate young plants first in pots, trays or 
plastic bags. After 3 months, they should be transplanted into the ground. 
When using bags or pots care should be taken that the plants are not allowed 
to develop to a stage where the tap root has pierced the bottom and has to be 
shortened before transplantation. This weakens the trees and substantially 
slows their growth. 
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