
 
Agave 

Mix equal parts perlite and organic compost or sphagnum peat. Place the 
mixture in an oven-proof container and heat at 350 degrees Fahrenheit for 20 
minutes. Remove the mixture from the oven and let it cool completely. Mix it 
with water until it feels slightly damp and crumbly. 

Fill a shallow 8- to 12-inch-wide pot three-fourths full with the sterilized 
mixture. Use a pot that has several drainage holes in the bottom. Place the 
agave seeds onto the soil mix about 1 inch apart. Cover the agave seeds with 
1/4-inch layer of clean, coarse sand. 

Place the pot in a watertight tray. Fill the tray until the water level reaches 
halfway up the side of the pot. Leave the pot in the water until the soil at the 
top of the pot becomes damp. Remove the pot from the water. 

Cover the pot with clear plastic and fasten it around the lip of the pot. Place the 
pot in a bright area that gets filtered or defused sunlight. Direct sunlight is 
unsuitable. Keep the seeds in an area where the temperature remains between 
65 and 70 degrees Fahrenheit. 

Keep the top of the mixture slightly damp during the germination and early 
growing stages. Lift the plastic every two to three days. If the top of the soil 
feels dry, mist the pot with water from a spray bottle. Dampen the mixture but 
do not saturate it. The agave seeds will germinate in two days to two weeks. 

Lift the sides of the plastic slightly when the agave seedlings begin to appear 
above the soil mixture. Gradually remove the plastic over three to four days, 
lifting it away a little more each day. Keep the seedlings at the same light and 
temperature as during germination until they are 1 inch tall. 



Prepare the agave seedlings to transplant into individual pots when they are 1 
inch tall. Fill 2-inch-wide pots half full with a coarse, well-draining potting soil 
formulated for agaves and succulents. 

Work the seedlings out of the nursery pot by slipping a dull butter knife or a 
spoon under the roots and gently lifting them from the pot. Work the seedlings 
apart with your finger-tips, being careful not to damage the roots. 

Place the agave seedlings into the pots and fill in around the roots. Press the 
soil down gently with the tips of your fingers to secure the young succulents in 
their new environment. Place the pot in an area that gets filtered sun most of 
the day. Gradually move the seedlings into full sun over three to four weeks. 

Fertilize once a week using a 20-20-20 formula liquid fertilizer at two-thirds the 
label-recommended application. This diluted mixture will provide sufficient 
nutrients for young agave. 
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