
 
Abrus Precatorius 

FERTILIZING: 

How-to: Fertilization for Established Plants - 

Established plants can benefit from fertilization. Take a visual inventory of your 
landscape. Trees need to be fertilized every few years. Shrubs and other plants 
in the landscape can be fertilized yearly. A soil test can determine existing 
nutrient levels in the soil. If one or more nutrients is low, a specific instead of an 
all-purpose fertilizer may be required. Fertilizers that are high in N, nitrogen, 
will promote green leafy growth. Excess nitrogen in the soil can cause 
excessive vegetative growth on plants at the expense of flower bud 
development. It is best to avoid fertilizing late in the growing season. 
Applications made at that time can force lush, vegetative growth that will not 
have a chance to harden off before the onset of cold weather. 

How-to: Fertilization for Annuals and Perennials - 

Annuals and perennials may be fertilized using: 1.water-soluble, quick release 
fertilizers; 2. temperature controlled slow-release fertilizers; or 3. organic 
fertilizers such as fish emulsion. Water soluble fertilizers are generally used 
every two weeks during the growing season or per label instructions. 
Controlled, slow-release fertilizers are worked into the soil usually only once 
during the growing season or per label directions. For organic fertilizers such as 
fish emulsion, follow label directions as they may vary per product.  

LIGHT CONDITIONS: 

Unless a site is completely exposed, light conditions will change during the day 
and even during the year. The northern and eastern sides of a house receive 
the least amount of light, with the northern exposure being the shadiest. The 



western and southern sides of a house receive the most light and are 
considered the hottest exposures due to intense afternoon sun.  

You will notice that sun and shade patterns change during the day. The 
western side of a house may even be shady due to shadows cast by large trees 
or a structure from an adjacent property. If you have just bought a new home 
or just beginning to garden in your older home, take time to map sun and 
shade throughout the day. You will get a more accurate feel for your site's true 
light conditions.  

Full to Partial Sun - 

Full sunlight is needed for many plants to assume their full potential. Many of 
these plants will do fine with a little less sunlight, although they may not flower 
as heavily or their foliage as vibrant. Areas on the southern and western sides 
of buildings usually are the sunniest. The only exception is when houses or 
buildings are so close together, shadows are cast from neighboring properties. 
Full sun usually means 6 or more hours of direct unobstructed sunlight on a 
sunny day. Partial sun receives less than 6 hours of sun, but more than 3 hours. 
Plants able to take full sun in some climates may only be able to tolerate part 
sun in other climates. Know the culture of the plant before you buy and plant 
it!  

WATERING: 

 Conditions: Moist and Well Drained - 

Moist and well drained means exactly what it sounds like. Soil is moist without 
being soggy because the texture of the soil allows excess moisture to drain 
away. Most plants like about 1 inch of water per week. Amending your soil 
with compost will help improve texture and water holding or draining capacity. 
A 3 inch layer of mulch will help to maintain soil moisture and studies have 
shown that mulched plants grow faster than non-mulched plants.  

Conditions: Normal Watering for Outdoor Plants - 

Normal watering means that soil should be kept evenly moist and watered 
regularly, as conditions require. Most plants like 1 inch of water a week during 
the growing season, but take care not to over water. The first two years after a 
plant is installed, regular watering is important for establishment. The first year 
is critical. It is better to water once a week and water deeply, than to water 
frequently for a few minutes. 

PLANTING: 

How-to : Planting Vines & Climbers - 

 



Choose the planting site for your climber carefully: its long flexible stems may 
need some shelter, but planting right next to a wall might keep it from the sun 
or water it needs. Make sure that there's room for the climber to grow when it 
gets tall, and remember that it will grow towards the sun unless carefully 
trained. Be sure you will be able to manage the plant once it becomes tall, or 
that if it has a mind of its own, it won't become a problem.  

Select a support structure before you plant your climber. Common support 
structures are trellises, wires, strings, or existing structures. Some plants, like 
ivy, climb by aerial roots and need no support. Aerial rooted climbers are fine 
for concrete and masonry, but should never be allowed to climb on wood. 
Clematis climbs by leaf stalks and the Passion flower by coiling tendrils. Akebia 
and Wisteria climb by twining stems in a spiral fashion around its support. 

 Do not use permanent ties; the plant will quickly outgrow them. Use soft, 
flexible ties (twist-ties work well), or even strips of pantyhose, and check them 
every few months. Make sure that your support structure is strong, rust-proof, 
and will last the life of the plant. Anchor your support structure before you 
plant your climber.  

Dig a hole large enough for the root ball. Plant the climber at the same level it 
was in the container. Plant a little deeper for clematis or for grafted plants. Fill 
the hole with soil, firming as you, and water well. As soon as the stems are long 
enough to reach their support structure, gently and loosely tie them as 
necessary.  

If planting in a container, follow the same guidelines. Plan ahead by adding a 
trellis to the pot, especially if the container will not be positioned where a 
support for the vine is not readily available. It is possible for vines and climbers 
to ramble on the ground or cascade over walls too. Clematis and Roses actually 
work quite well this way.  

PROBLEMS: 

Miscellaneous - 

Glossary : Deciduous  

Deciduous refers to those plants that lose their leaves or needles at the end of 
the growing season.  

Glossary : Semi-Evergreen  

Semi-Evergreen: a plant that retains some or most of its foliage throughout the 
year.  

 



Glossary : Vine  

Vine: a plant with a flexible stem that grows either along the ground or climbs 
by suckers, twining, or tendrils. 
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