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THANK YOU!
Thank you for choosing the UM17B valve microphone. 

Built by hand using only the finest components, your new microphone is designed to provide you with 
a  life-time  of  maintenance-free  operation.  Contained  in  this  manual  are  some  additional  basic   care  and   
user  guidelines,  created  to  enhance  both  the  safety  and  reliability  of  your  new  microphone  system.

 

ABOUT YOUR MICROPHONE
The BSA UM17B is a high quality multi-pattern studio condenser microphone utilizing vacuum tube 
electronics and a  vintage  replica  PVC  M7  capsule. Each UM17B package consists of a protective   
carrying case, an elastic shock-mount designed to minimize the effect of floor vibrations, AC and 7-pin 
connector cables,  a wooden microphone storage box, and a headbasket dust cover. 
The UM17B is also supplied with its own power supply, and does not require 48v phantom power to 
operate.  
 
For further specifications and details please visit: www.bsa-microphones.com

 
 

HOW TO CONNECT THE CABLES & POWER SUPPLY  
 
1.   Before plugging in or switching on the power supply, ensure the voltage selector is set    

correctly for your region:
a.   Europe is 230v 
b.   North America is 115v

              c.   Check the local supply voltage and use a voltage converter if necessary. 
 
2.   Make certain that the power switch is set to the symbol “O” or “OFF” on the power supply. 
3.   Connect the AC cable to the power supply and then to your grounded wall outlet.
4.    Attach the microphone to the shock-mount. 
5.   Connect the FEMALE end of the 7-pin cable to the microphone.
6.   Connect the MALE end of the 7-pin cable to the power supply.
7.   Mute the volume on your preamp, console and speakers. 
8.   Connect a 3-pin XLR audio cable from the power supply to the recording console or microphone   

pre-amp. For best results, use a cable with the shielding connected to pin-1 only. 
9.    Turn on the UM17B power supply, and verify the power indicator light has switched on. Allow at 

least 5 minutes warm-up for the UM17B to reach its operating specifications.  
 

 
For optimum performance, allow your microphone to warm- up for around 30 minutes. After every 
use and always before  the microphone is switched off , place the included satin-lined pouch over
the headbasket to protect the capsule. When not planning to use the microphone for longer periods, store
the microphone in its wooden box for safeguard.           
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POLAR PATTERN CONTROL  
The BSA UM17B’s  polar  pattern  control  switch  is located   on  the  front  of the  power  supply.  The 
directional  pattern of  the  UM17B  is  fully  adjustable  through  41  positions:  from  Omni-directional 
through  Cardioid  to Figure-Eight. Turn the switch fully to the left for Omni ,  flat in the middle with the 
indicator  line  pointing  upwards  for Cardioid, and set fully to the right for Fig. 8.

Whenever the polar pattern is changed, please allow a couple of seconds for the change to take full 
effect. 
 
RECOMMENDED USAGE: 
The  continuously adjustable switch allows for very detailed  fine-tuning  of the  microphone’s response. The
ideal  setting  for  the  source you are recording  might  be  somewhere  in  between  Omni and Cardioid,
or  Cardioid  and  Fig. 8.  Experiment  freely  with  the  switch  to  become  familiar  with  the  many  different
subtle  adjustments  that  can  be  made  to  both  the high-end  and  low-end  response of the microphone.

 

CARE AND MAINTENANCE 
The UM17B contains fragile parts, including the vacuum tube, capsule and various  other  components 
that can easily be damaged by excessive shocks or misuse.

Care should always be taken with all microphones to avoid damp conditions, excessive humidity, dust 
or smoke. All of these can damage or adversely affect the performance of your recording system. 
 
Microphones brought into a warm studio from a cold environment may have condensation on the capsule 
diaphragms and circuitry, and this  can compromise the performance of the system until it has completely 
dried out. 

 
The exterior surfaces of  your microphone, power supply, shock-mount and cable can be cleaned using a 
clean cloth. Solvents, thinners or aerosols should never be used as this may impair operation and  
damage the exterior finishes. 

 
The cables and connectors supplied with the UM17B system should be treated with particular care to avoid 
damage. They should be routed in a way to avoid them being stepped on, or pinched by anything placed 
against or on top of them. If your 7-pin connector cable is damaged, please contact your BSA reseller for a 
replacement.  
 

 
FOR YOUR OWN SAFETY: 

BSA Microphones are manufactured to the highest modern standards, and there are no user 
serviceable parts on the inside. The  vacuum  tube  is  soldered into place and cannot be removed or 
modified without extensive preparation. Any maintenance that requires opening the microphone or power
supply should be referred to qualified personnel only. 
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CAUTION:
RISK OF ELECTRICAL SHOCK

DO NOT OPEN
RISQUE DE CHOC ELECTRIQUE

NE PAS OUVRIR

CAUTION: TO REDUCE THE RISK OF FIRE OR ELECTRIC SHOCK,
DO NOT OPEN THE POWER SUPPLY OR ANY OTHER PART.

NO USER-SERVICABLE PARTS INSIDE.
DO NOT EXPOSE THIS EQUIPMENT TO RAIN OR MOISTURE.

REFER SERVICING TO QUALIFIED PERSONNEL.

WARRANTY  
In  the  event   that  you  experience  any  problems with your microphone system,  please  contact  the  dealership
where  your  product  was  purchased. To  validate  your  warranty  you  will  need  the  original copy of your
sales invoice. Coverage  for  the original  owner  is  10-years  on  mechanical and electronic components
except the vacuum tube (6-months).  Replacement  NOS valves are available for sale to existing clients.

For more information please visit www.bsa-microphones.com or contact us directly by e-mail at 
support@bspade.com.  
 

Do not open the microphone or power supply. Servicing is required when the unit has been damaged in any way,
such as power cord or plug is damaged,  liquid has been spilled or objects have fallen into the unit, the  unit  has 
been exposed to rain or moisture,  does not operate normally,  or has been dropped. Protect the power cord from
being walked on or pinched  particularly  at  plugs,  convenience receptacles,  and the point where they exit from
the apparatus. This equipment must be earthed for safe and proper function.

The lightning flash with arrowhead symbol within an equilateral triangle is intended to alert the
user to the presence of uninsulated dangerous voltage within the product enclosures, that may
be of sufficient magnitude to constitute a risk of electric shock to persons.

The exclamation point within an equilateral triangle is intended to alert the user of the presence
of important operating and maintenance (servicing) instructions in the literature accompanying 
the appliance.


