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Themes: 

• Nature  

• Visual art 

• Imagination 

• Perspective 

• Self esteem  
Discussion Questions and Activities: 

• Look closely at the front cover – what do you think the story might be about? Who is the main character? 

• Why can’t Rodney live life in the treetops? How do you think this makes him feel? Have you ever been in a situation 
where you were too small to do something?  

• In comparison to his new friend the caterpillar, Rodney suddenly feels very big. What does the word ‘perspective’ 
mean? How does becoming friends with insects give Rodney a new perspective on life as a tortoise?  

• Do you think Rodney is more grateful to be himself at the end of the story? What has changed? 

• What do you think it means to have a positive attitude? Create a list of things you are grateful for. 

• How many birds can you count in the pages of the book? How many monkeys? How many tree frogs, sloths, bats, 
etc.?  

• How many different species of animals can you count altogether?  

• Rodney dreams of living life high among the treetops. What is your biggest dream? Turn to a partner and share. Write 
a sentence (or paragraph) explaining why this dream is important to you. Create an illustration of your dream come 
true!  

• Use oil pastels to draw the outline of your favourite animal in the story (for best results, use watercolour paper). Next, 
apply watercolour paint to ‘colour in’ the animal and the background. What do you notice? 

• Do you think Rodney feels happier about being himself by the end of the story? Create a self-portrait and write two 
sentences below describing something special about being you. 

• What kind of animal is Rodney? What makes him different to his cousin, the turtle?  

• What kind of habitat do you think the story portrays? Would all these animals be found there?  

• In pairs, research your favourite animal from the story using the following headings: a. name b. habitat c. diet d. life 
cycle e. labelled diagram f. conservation status.  Present your findings as a poster.  

Rodney spent most of his days looking up. Imagining, for hours, what a life high among the 
treetops would be like and how it would feel to be so… tall. 
 

Rodney is a small tortoise with a BIG dream. All he wants is to be larger. Then one day, Rodney’s 
dream comes true – or does it? It’s all a matter of perspective!  


