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DUCKS AWAY! 
MEM FOX | JUDY HORACEK (Illustrator) 

 

A mother duck and her five little ducks waddled out one day 

Onto a bridge, then—ducks away! 

A quacking new quassic, from the best-selling team of Mem Fox and Judy Horacek. 

 

About the author: is Australia’s most highly regarded picture-book author. Her first book, 

Possum Magic, is the best-selling children’s book ever in Australia, with sales of over four 

million. Mem has written over 35 picture books for children. 

About the illustrator: Judy Horacek is an Australian cartoonist, illustrator and writer whose 

work recently includes children's picture books. In 2005, a selection of her work was acquired by 

the National Library of Australia for its collection. She said at the time that ‘I really like being 

recognised for having done work that is part of the social discourse. And it's always nice to see 

cartoons get another lease on life — now they represent a particular time and context and 

become part of the portrait of who we [Australians] are.’ 

ISBN: 9781760158514 

RRP: $19.99 
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STUDY NOTES 

 Begin the unit by revisiting the original rhyme, ‘Five Little Ducks’. You can find the lyrics and a 

simple animated video here: http://www.curriculumsupport.education.nsw.gov.au/countmein/

parents_five_little_ducks.html.  

 Look at the cover of Ducks Away!. Can you guess what this story will be about before you read 

the book? What clues can you find on the cover? After you have read the story, revisit your 

predictions. Were they correct? How was the story different to what you expected? 

 After reading Ducks Away! compare and contrast the story in the book to the original rhyme. How 

is the story different? How is it similar? 

 Where do you think this duck family is coming from? Why doesn’t Mother Duck swim in the river 

like ducks do? Why is she crossing the bridge instead? Where is the duck family going? Pretend 

you are a reporter for the local newspaper. Interview Mother Duck and the ducklings about their 

journey so far. 

 Create finger puppets of the five ducklings and Mother Duck, and a stage setting of the river and 

the bridge using a cardboard box. Act out the story for another class! Think about how you will use 

sound effects or music to enhance the storytelling experience. 
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 Look at the page where Mother Duck is on the bridge, looking down at her five ducklings below. 

What do you notice about this illustration? Why is Mother Duck so large and the ducklings so 

small? Judy Horacek has used perspective here to show the distance between Mother Duck and 

her ducklings. As a class, discuss how perspective is used in artwork.  

 How do the illustrations show movement throughout Ducks Away!? Look at the page where the 

first duckling is blown away by the wind. Can you see the wind? How does the illustration show the 

effects of the wind even if you cannot actually see the wind? Look also at the pages where 

ducklings fall into the river. How does the illustration show that they are falling? Try to create your 

own illustration that shows movement like these illustrations in Ducks Away!. 

 Each time one of the ducks lands in the river, there is a big splash. What is a splash? What causes 

something to splash? Why does Mother Duck make the biggest splash of all? Do splashes happen 

only in water? Where else might something make a big splash? 

 There are five ducklings in the story. Go through the book and list all the different ways each 

duckling is subtracted from group of 5, and how they are then added back together again to 

add back up to 5. For example, 5 minus 1 leaves 4 ducklings on the bridge.  

 As a class, make a list of 10 or 15 different species of ducks. Next, divide the class into small groups 

and give each group one of the duck species you have found. Each group should research their 

species of duck further and find some images of that duck. Where do they live? How are the male 
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ducks different from the female ducks? How many ducklings do they usually have? The groups 

can then present their findings to the class. 

 What happens next in this story? Write a short story about the next adventure of this duck family. 
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