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Indian textile traditions meet 
Californian aesthetics in Block 

Shop’s beautiful range of scarves, 
rugs, and home furnishings

BEST OF 
BOTH 

WORLDS
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In the lexicon of fashion, ‘modern India’ is perhaps 
brandished with more abandon than others. Well, except 
maybe chic. Yet, it best describes the sensibility Lily and 
Hopie Stockman celebrate with their label Block Shop. 

How else would you explain the way the Californian sisters have 
reinvented the craft of Indian hand block printing. Or how their 
scarves, dhurries, quilts, and pillows, created in the village of 
Bagru, Rajasthan, make their way to stores across the world, 
from New York to Paris to Japan.

What they’ve accomplished isn’t through change—rather it’s 
collaboration. They work with families that have been hand 
block printing for generations. They use the same natural dyes 
and sketch their designs in water colour, foregoing the hues and 
convenience of apps. They even follow the centuries-old exacting 
and painstaking creation process. But what you see in their 
products, especially the signature oversized scarves in stunningly 
soft cotton-silk, is a decidedly Californian aesthetic: The pastel 
homestead cabins of the Mojave Desert, 

the colour and light of David 
Hockney’s paintings, the early 
modernist architecture of Los 
Angeles, all interpreted into their 
own works of art. Take, for 
example, the blue and white 
Sunrise pillow, inspired by the 
wall drawings of Sol LeWitt.

To think this all began as an 
art project.

It started in 2010 when Lily, 
an artist who holds a degree in 
painting from Harvard, was 
studying miniature Indian 
painting in Jaipur. A search for natural dyes led her to 
the shop of Vijendra (Viju) Chhipa, a fifth-generation 
master printer who now heads what is the Block Shop 
printing cooperative. “The familial aspect of block 
printing immediately sparked my passion. Printing in 

Bagru happens inside people’s 
home workshops, so there’s lots 
of debating, joking, and shared 
work. Arguing over designs in the 
morning continues to be our 
favourite aspect of hand block 

printing,” says Lily. Occasionally, a dance party may break out 
when Viju’s children return from school.

Twice a year, Lily and Hopie leave their respective worlds in 
Joshua Tree and Venice Beach to camp in Jaipur, an hour from 
Bagru. That face time to perfect patterns, dyes, and prototypes 
is non-negotiable. “Communication between LA and India can 
be difficult, even with daily WhatsApp chats. It just doesn’t cut 
it when nuanced problems inevitably arise,” says Hopie, who 

studied literature and painting at Brown 
University, and business at Harvard. 

Their time in India, too, seeps into their 
designs. A new runner, available on pre-order 
now, comes by way of the phlox gardens at 
Bal Samand Lake Palace, in the middle of the 
Thar Desert. And their home in Jaipur, a 
boutique guesthouse called 28 Kothi, gives 
us Kothi, a grey and black scarf designed after 
the 1920s latticework on the walls. “We are 
deeply inspired by the architecture of 
Rajasthan, from the opulent Mughal palaces 
to the mud-and-dung thatches in the Thar 
Desert. We love to take a geometric detail, like 
the jaali in the sandstone screens of Hawa 

Mahal, and isolate it and blow it up into a pattern on textile. A favourite 
is the newly-restored step well in Jodhpur, like an Escher print brought 
to life in the hubbub of the Blue City,” says Hopie. 

Block Shop has grown in tandem with its team. Having 
started with two printers in 2013, they now employ over 20 
block carvers, printers, indigo dyers, seamstresses, and cleaners; 
their line has also expanded from scarves to home textiles in the 
past year to table-top liners slated for spring. In a way, Block 
Shop is the team. Scroll through the website, and you’ll often 
come across their names—master printer Mukhesh-ji, for one. 
“Our relationship with our team, in California or India, is the 
single most important aspect of Block Shop,” says Hopie. To 
that effect, they invest part of the profits towards community 
healthcare programmes, like mobile clinics for eye care and 
cataract surgeries, and water filters and tanks for their co-op 
members. “Our dream was to fuse Bagru’s traditional textile 
production methods with our modern California aesthetic,” 
says Hopie. Living the dream. ■
www.blockshoptextiles.com

(Clockwise from top 
left) Hanks of hand-

dyed cotton; sketches 
for dhurries; an artisan 
at work; Lily and Hopie 
Stockman; drawings for 

scarves and rugs made to 
scale; the printing process. 

“We are deeply inspired by 
the architecture of 

Rajasthan... A favourite is 
the newly-restored step well 
in Jodhpur, like an Escher 
print brought to life in the 
hubbub of the Blue City.”

By Esha Mahajan


