OUR GOOD GOD AND THE PROBLEM OF EVIL
THEOLOGICAL QUESTION
Why does God allow evil in this world?
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BIG IDEA

*RGFKRRVHVQRWWRFRPSOHWHO\HUDGLFDWHHYLODQGVXHULQJ\HWHYHQWKRXJK
YHQWKRXJK
+HFRXOGEHFDXVH+LVSRZHULVWHPSHUHGE\+LVQDWXUHDQG+LVJRRGQHVVLV
JRRGQHVVLV
EDODQFHGE\+LVMXVWLFH%HFDXVH+HLVWKHXOWLPDWHVRXUFHRIJRRGZHFDQKDYH
GZHFDQ
IDLWKWKDW+LVSODQLVWKHEHVW

SCRIPTURE USED

John 16:33
“I have told you all this so that you may have peace in m
me. Here on earth you will
have many trials and sorrows. But take heart, because I have
ha overcome the world.”
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Colossians 2:13-15
You were dead because of your sins and
nd because your
y
sinful nature was not yet cut
away. Then God made you alive with Christ, for he forgave all our sins. He canceled
the record of the charges against
inst us and took it away by nailing it to the cross. In this
way, he disarmed the spiritual
He shamed them publicly by
tual rulers and authorities.
a
his victory over them on the cross.
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Hebrews 2:14-15
%HFDXVH*RGȇVFKLOGUHQDUHKXPDQEHLQJVȃPDGHRIȵHVKDQGEORRGȃWKH6RQDOVR
KLOGUHQ
EHFDPHȵHVKDQGEORRG)RURQO\DVDKXPDQEHLQJFRXOGKHGLHDQGRQO\E\G\LQJ
G EO
GEORRG)R
could he break the power
ower of the devil, who had the power of death. Only in this way
could he sett free all who have lived their lives as slaves to the fear of dying.
Prep for
Teaching Time
or Teachin
DGHUV7KL
/HDGHUV7KLVOHVVRQLQVWUXFWV\RXWRȊWHDFKLQFRORUȋ7KLVLVTXLWHHDV\DQG
VLPSO\LQYROYHVGLVSOD\LQJDFRORULQFRRUGLQDWLRQZLWKWKHSDUWLFXODUSLHFHRI
VLPSO\LQYRO
WKHOHVVRQ\RXDUHWDONLQJDERXW3OHDVHGRQRWVNLSWKLVHOHPHQWRIWKHOHVVRQ
WKHOHVVR
SUHVHQWDWLRQ7KHXVHRIFRORUDVVRFLDWLRQZLWKWKHPDWHULDO\RXDUHWHDFKLQJ
HV
KHOSVVWXGHQWVYLVXDOL]HDQGUHFDOOVRPHRIWKHLQFUHGLEO\LPSRUWDQWWKLQJV\RX
KHOS
D
DUHGLVFXVVLQJ7KHFRORUVQHHGHGIRUWKLVOHVVRQDUHJUHHQEODFNUHGDQGZKLWH
7KHIROORZLQJDUHMXVWDIHZH[DPSOHVRIKRZ\RXPLJKWFKRRVHWRGRWKLV
ȏ 8VHDODUJHSRZHUIXOȵDVKOLJKWRUVSRWOLJKWLQDGLPO\OLWURRPDQGKDYH
WLVVXHVTXDUHVRUWKLQSDSHUIRUHDFKFRORU6KLQHWKHOLJKWRQWKHZDOORU
FHLOLQJDQGDV\RXPRYHWKURXJKWKHOHVVRQVLPSO\FKDQJHRXWWKHSDSHUVȃ
DQGWKXVWKHFRORURIWKHOLJKW
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ȏ 8VHDSURMHFWRUDQG3RZHU3RLQWHTXLSPHQWWRȊFRORUȋDQHQWLUHZDOORU
VFUHHQLQHDFKFRORU VRPHVSHDNHUVVWDQGLQIURQWRIWKHOLJKWDQGHYHQFRORU
themselves!)
ȏ 3XUFKDVHRQHODUJHVL]HVTXDUHRISRVWHUERDUGIRUHDFKFRORUDQGOD\WKHP
RXWLQDOLQH RUKRZHYHUVSDFHSHUPLWV LQIURQWRI\RXUVWXGHQWV'XULQJ
\RXUGLVFXVVLRQDV\RXWUDQVLWLRQWKURXJKWKHOHVVRQPDNHDGHOLEHUDWH
SRLQWRIVWHSSLQJIURPRQHFRORUWRWKHQH[W
ȏ *LYHHYHU\RQHDVPDOOGLVSRVDEOHFXSRUERZODQGSDVVRXWDGLHUHQWFRORU
FRORU
0 0IRUHDFKWHDFKLQJSRLQW QRWHWKDW\RXZLOOKDYHWRSXUFKDVHȊ0LQW
0LQW
0 0VȋRUȴQGZKLWHRQHVDWDSDUW\VWRUH 
1RWH'XULQJ\RXUFORVLQJDFWLYLW\\RXZLOODOVRQHHGFRORUHG RUFRQVWUXFWLRQ
RQVWUXFWLR
SDSHU LQJUHHQEODFNUHGDQGZKLWHWDSHRUVWDSOHUVZULWLQJXWHQVLOVDQG
XWHQVLOVDQ
FRSLHVRIWKHKDQGRXWIRXQGDWWKHHQGRIWKLVOHVVRQ

OPENER
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For the opener you will need:
ȏ '9'RIWKHPRYLH6LJQV
ȏ 9LGHRSURMHFWLRQHTXLSPHQW

EXPLAIN
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The movie Signs was released
sed in 2002, so if anyone has not seen it, yes it
does contain spoilers, but
ut the movies been out long enough that anyone
who seriously wants to
o see it has h
had time to! Pastor Graham Hess
(Mel Gibson) is questioning
everything after his wife dies in a brutal car
oning every
accident. He is angry
and seems to have lost his faith altogether.
g at God an
In brief, crop circles
rcles appear everywhere signaling alien activity. These
aliens are deadly
ly and begin
be
to attack the small community where Hess
and his teenage son,
n, M
Merrill, younger son, Morgan, and small daughter,
here a
Bo, live. There
are a ffew things you should know before watching this clip.
One is that
hat the rreverend’s wife’s last words were a seeming scramble of
nonsense.
nse. She ssaid, “Swing away, Merrill, swing away.” Other important
ngs you sshould also know that are emphasized throughout the movie
things
are that M
Merrill was on track to be a very successful baseball player, but
he ended up not taking that route. Bo, the young daughter, leaves half
drunken
un
glasses of water literally everywhere all over the house and is
constantly being reprimanded for it. Finally, young Morgan has a very
con
sserious form of asthma which can cause his lungs to temporarily shut
down. Watch what happens when the aliens attack the Hess family.
6KRZWKHFOLSIURP6LJQV  )URPWKHVFHQHVHOHFWLRQPHQXVHFRQGWR
ODVWVHOHFWȊ6ZLQJ$ZD\ȋ7KLVLVDWWKHWLPHPDUN<RXPD\WKHQSOD\WKH
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