WHAT DID | DO TO DESERVE THIS?

THEOLOGICAL QUESTION

Why does God allow evil in this world?

BIG IDEA

owe

Sometimes life hurts. Evil is real. Suffering is real. There is pain and SW
erful,

this world, and on some level it touches each and every one of u® so
reconcile the “problem of evil” with our understanding that God i
all-knowing and all-good?

SCRIPTURE USED

We are all infected and impure with sin.
When we display our righteous deeds,
they are nothing but filthy rags.
Like autumn leaves, we wither and fall, &

and our sins sweep us away like the

despised, and we did not 4 was our weaknesses he carried, it was our
sorrows that weighed hi n.Y\nd we thought his troubles were a punishment
from God, a punishment for &isgdwn sins! But he was pierced for our rebellion,
crushed for our siffs. Re was beaten so we could be whole. He was whipped so we
could be healed.

Job 38:4-7:

“Where w, uWhen | laid the foundations of the earth?
Tell meNif yo ow so much.

Wh phed its dimensions

ed out the surveying line?
¢ ports its foundations,
who laid its cornerstone
he morning stars sang together

and all the angels shouted for joy?”
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Matthew 15:18-19: “My thoughts are nothing like your thoughts,” says the LORD.
“And my ways are far beyond anything you could imagine. For just as the heavens are
higher than the earth, so my ways are higher than your ways and my thoughts higher
than your thoughts.”

Leader’s Notes:

* Treat this lesson with sensitivity! Pray sincerely for your students before th
discussion. The “problem of evil” is a stumbling block to faith in Christ fo
many people and it touches everyone on some level. Be sensitive and
gracious in your discussion times together. .

* Consider if you know anyone who might share their testimon N
beginning or end of your lesson) about suffering or about Qer§mthg
evil and trusting God in the midst of it. Or, even, being a% dand

then being broken and realizing He is still in control. Gu akers and
testimonies can be a powerful way to communicate 4ilith ents.

* Please understand that this lesson is not att to Specifically inform
“What to do if you are in the midst of great su g” or to be a substitute
for professional counseling, if that's needed. Gené¥ally, because each
situation is unique, it is our hope that a t would have a mentor, leader
or counselor they could go to, pray wi ceive encouragement and

wisdom from. Instead, the goal heggi equip students so they do not walk

away from God when faced with ing questions and painful situations.

Please be clear with your gtugegt it is not that there are no “good

answers” to the problega oTvil, Byt that there are not “simple, easy answers.”
For the opener you will¥Teed;

* Opener: Projegiign equient and the DVD, When the Game Stands Tall. The
clip is from miutd 41:00-44:20.

* Lesson: Each stu needs a writing utensil and the handout found at the
end of thy son. (You can cut apart the light bulbs prior to your lesson time,
ogether as a single page handout.)

or lea
. c%&ead ahead and consider a personal testimony here.

Together, we are going to discuss a very difficult subject that nobody here
is immune to: evil and suffering. Evil is real. Suffering is real. There is pain
and sorrow in this world and, on some level, they absolutely touch each
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