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READ THIS FIRST

When you share Jesus with your friends, you are inviting 
them to enter into the most life-changing relationship they 
will ever experience! This book can become your how-to 
resource during this exciting adventure. 

Whether you’re wondering why to share, what to share, 
how to share or more, I want to provide you with tools and 
insights that will help you share Jesus in a relational, relevant 
and nonthreatening way. 

This book is not meant to sit on your shelf, or to live  
under a pile of clothes in your room. It’s designed to be a 
practical, hands-on field guide to sharing your faith. So after 
you read it through once to get the faith sharing basics down, 
put it in your backpack and take it with you to school. For those 
of you with a smartphone, there’s also a free Dare 2 Share app 
you can download. Go to dare2share.org/mobile-app for more 
info. The app is perfect for your mobile lifestyle and will keep 
many of these helpful faith sharing tips at your fingertips. 
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As you read this field guide, here are a few of things 
you’ll discover: 

•  How to lay the groundwork for sharing your faith   
    through prayer 

•  How to identify your style of sharing Jesus

•  How to initiate spiritual conversations with    
    your friends

•  How to share the gospel message in a clear, concise   
    and loving way

•  How to share your own personal story of coming to   
    believe in Jesus

•  And much, much more!

Plus, I think you’ll find that one of the most powerful 
persuaders when it comes to sharing Jesus is a Spirit- 
empowered, loving Christian who listens just as much as he 
or she talks. 

Sprinkled throughout the book, you’ll find several short, 
helpful info boxes that provide insights, tools and   
encouragement for sharing Jesus with your friends. These 
include:

These callout boxes will give you some 
tactical and practical help regarding 
apps, websites, videos and other online 
resources to help you initiate God-talk 
and share your faith with your friends.
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These true stories from students who 
are daring to share their faith will 
encourage and motivate you to reach 
out to your friends. 

This section will give you a heads-up  
to help you avoid some common mistakes 
others have made when sharing Jesus 
with friends.

These practical tips will help you as you 
step out and dare to share.

Here’s where I share a true story from 
my own experiences where I messed up 
sharing the gospel with somebody else.

You are free to tweet these short,  
laser-focused insights. They’re designed 
to get you and your friends thinking 
and talking about Jesus.
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Whether your friends are atheist, Mormon or whatever, 
there are also loads of ideas in the back of this book that are 
tailored to specific belief systems including:

•  Agnosticism

•  Atheism

•  Buddhism 

•  Deism

•  The Watchtower and Track Society (Jehovah’s   
    Witnesses)

•  Judaism

•  Mormonism

•  Islam (Muslim beliefs)

•  Wicca (a form of witchcraft)

•  And more! 

For each belief system, you’ll find conversation starters, 
compliments and common ground, the areas you probably 
agree on and disagree about, a few key passages to focus on 
in your talk, and some helpful hints. You’ll also find more in-
depth information about the beliefs each of these worldviews 
hold to and how they differ from the essentials of Christianity. 

Of course the goal of our faith sharing efforts is to do 
more than just make “converts” to Christianity—though  
that in itself is incredibly important! We want to help  
others become fully surrendered followers of Jesus (AKA  
“disciples”) who, in turn, carry on the exciting,  
transforming spiritual multiplication process by discipling 
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others.  So there’s practical info on how to help new believers 
grow, as well. But remember that the often time-intensive 
and eternally rewarding process of disciple making begins 
with sharing the good news of Jesus with someone else.  

There’s also a Discussion Guide in the back of the book. 
Learning to share your faith is an exciting—and sometimes 
challenging—new adventure, so you may prefer to unpack 
the insights and approaches in this book alongside a friend, 
mentor or small group. Scripture tells us that “Two people 
are better off than one, for they can help each other succeed. 
If one person falls, the other can reach out and help” 
(Ecclesiastes 4:9-10a). Reading through this book alongside 
others can provide you with helpful support, encouragement 
and accountability. Plus, if you have the privilege of leading 
others to faith in Jesus, the Discussion Guide will help you 
take brand-new Christians through this book, as well, so they 
can learn how to share their faith with their friends too!

But whether you read Dare 2 Share in one sitting or 
across a period of several weeks, before you get started, stop a 
moment right now and pray. Pray that God will move in your 
heart, soul and mind to give you the passionate motivation and 
the practical tools that will help you reach your friends, family, 
classmates, teammates and coworkers for Jesus. If you have 
specific friends in mind that you know you want to share your 
faith with, start praying for them right now. 

Get ready for a life-changing adventure! Sharing your 
faith will not only transform your friends, it will change you 
on the deepest level as well!
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Chapter 1

THE CALL FROM ABOVE
 
As you set out on this adventure of learning to share your 
faith, the very first thing you need to understand is that Jesus’ 
message of grace is the absolute best news on the planet! 

I’ve seen how totally life-changing the gospel is up-close 
and personal. You see, I don’t come from a church-going, 
pew-sitting, hymn-singing family. I come from a family filled 
with bodybuilders, brawlers and tobacco-chewing thugs. I 
was born to a single mom—the result of a short sexual  
escapade with an out-of-town guy. I never met my father. 
Some of my uncles did hard time in prison. They were short 
with their tempers and quick with their punches. And my 
mom had no trouble keeping up with her brothers when it 
came to putting up her fists or pulling out a blade or baseball 
bat when she thought the situation warranted it. 

But one day, someone incredibly brave and amazingly 
obedient to God’s call to share the best news on the planet, 
stepped out and dared to share Jesus with one of my  
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uncles. Because this person listened to the prompting of the 
Holy Spirit, and cared enough to reach out, the gospel was 
unleashed in my family. One-by-one, we were transformed 
by the message of grace, and the trajectory of my life was 
changed dramatically—both in the here and now of the rough 
and tumble, crime-ridden inner city world I grew up in, but 
also in the forever after for all eternity! 

All because someone dared to share Jesus. 

So for me, there’s an urgency that comes with sharing 
the gospel message. It’s personal. But it’s also Scriptural. In 
fact, I believe the Bible points us toward at least three voices 
that call us to urgently step up and actively reach out to those 
around us who need Jesus: 

1.  The Call from Above

2.  The Whisper from Within

3.  The Scream from Beneath 

Let’s take a closer look at each, because—let’s be  
honest—for some of us, just the thought of reaching out to 
those who need Jesus feels overwhelming and just plain 
scary. That’s why it’s essential that you take the time to  
unpack your own personal answer to the question “Why 
share your faith?” 

If you don’t find your own God-given motivation to fuel 
and focus your efforts, you will flail, flounder and most likely 
throw in the towel after your first failed attempt. That’s why 
learning to share Jesus starts with finding the right   
motivations. 
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JESUS’ SEARCH AND RESCUE MISSION

Most people—whether they’re Christians or not—think of 
Jesus as a pretty good guy. After all, He fed the hungry, 
healed the sick, passed out good advice, knew how to gather a 
crowd, walked on water and did all sorts of amazing stuff.

But when we look beyond all the cool things Jesus did, 
and seek to understand His driving passion and purpose for 
coming to earth to live among us, here’s what we discover: 
Jesus had a heart that burned and broke for the lost. He 
was on a search and rescue mission. Check out His words in 
Luke 19:10: “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save 
the lost.” It’s clear that this was the passion and focus of His 
life—it was His cause. 

Have you ever lost something very important to you? I 
have. I can’t help but think about when I lost my little  
four-year-old girl at Disney World. It was a hot and muggy 
day in Orlando. To be honest, I thought I had a foolproof way 
of making sure I didn’t lose my kids in the hustle-bustle   
mayhem of all things Mickey. My child retention “technique” 
was making sure I kept my hand on her back all day as we 
walked through the crowds. Sure, I could have carried her 
(but I was tired), rented a child stroller (but I was broke) or 
used a child leash (but I have limits), but I chose the   
hand/back method. 

It was all working fine until I looked down one time and 
realized I was gently guiding the wrong little girl around. 
Needless to say, I freaked out. Not only did I lose my girl, but 
now I was going to jail! I quickly located the girl’s father (who 
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was only a few feet away) and apologized. And then I went on 
a desperate search for my own little girl. My heart pounded, 
sweat poured profusely. It was probably only a minute or so 
before I located her, but in that minute time slowed down 
and my mind raced. I ran around like a crazy man looking for 
my little girl, calling out “Kailey!!! Kailey!!! Kailey!!!” When I  
finally found her, the joy and relief in my heart was   
indescribable. 

This story gives you a taste of the degree of intensity 
surging in the heart of Jesus as He accomplishes His search 
and rescue mission for souls. But another truly astounding 
truth is that Jesus has invited us into this holy quest. He 
passed His cause along to us when He said, “As the Father 
has sent me, so I am sending you” (John 20:21). He is calling 
us to join Him in His cause—THE Cause of making disciples 
who make disciples. He’s inviting us to reach out to those 
who are lost in the crowd—those who are lost in this life and 
doomed in the next apart from Him. He has called us to be 
His ambassadors to our lost and broken world.  

When you look at Jesus’ ministry, as He called His 
disciples He said, “Come follow me and I will show you 
how to fish for people” (Matthew 4:19). After He died on the 
cross and rose from the dead, He commanded them to “Go 
and make disciples…” (Matthew 28:19). And the last thing 
He said to them was “You will be my witnesses…” (Acts 1:8). 
From beginning to end, you get the definite picture that Jesus 
considered sharing His message with others as a core,  
essential part of being one of His followers. 
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So the early disciples made sharing God’s message a  
priority in their lives. They didn’t sit back in a cocooned,  
insular “church world” looking for fun, fellowship and five 
keys to a better life. They rocked their world because they 
wouldn’t shut up about the gospel! The book of Acts is  
evidence of them living up to this call from God. And you can 
rock your world for Jesus too, by responding to His call from 
above to share His message! 

The apostle Paul, one of the greatest evangelists of all 
time, shared this awesome AND fearsome call beautifully:

For we must all stand before Christ to be judged. We 
will each receive whatever we deserve for the good 
or evil we have done in this earthly body. Because we 
understand our fearful responsibility to the Lord, we 
work hard to persuade others…And God has given us 
this task of reconciling people to him.  For God was 
in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, no longer 
counting people’s sins against them. And he gave us this 
wonderful message of reconciliation. So we are Christ’s 
ambassadors; God is making his appeal through us. We 
speak for Christ when we plead, “Come back to God!”   
(2 Corinthians 5:10-11, 18b-20).

As Paul points out here, God’s given us this WONDERFUL 
message to share! And out of our love for God and gratitude for 
what He’s done in our lives, there should be a very real sense in 
which we WANT to share Jesus’ love and grace with others. DARE 2 
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Think of it like this. When Jesus’ love for us sinks deep 
into our souls and He becomes everything to us, we will 
naturally want to share about this relationship that has so 
profoundly changed our lives. Really, it’s like anything else 
we’re passionate about. If we spend time with someone, 
before long they’re going to hear about the things we love 
because they bubble over into our conversations. Like for me, 
if you hang with me, it won’t be long before you’ll hear about 
my wife, my kids, my favorite sports team and so on. We talk 
with our friends about that which we love. And if we love God 
deeply, we feel compelled to talk about Him—we just can’t 
help ourselves!

But notice that Paul 
also stirs in another 
spiritual motivation that 
sobers and energizes him 
to obey God’s call—his 
healthy, respectful fear 
of God. Paul’s words in 
verses 10-11 remind us 
that we’ll each appear 
before the judgment seat 
of Christ, and give an 
account for how we lived 
our lives and spent our 
time. Gulp. Therefore, 
Paul says, we should try 
hard to persuade others 

Fall in love with evangelism: 
you’ll fizzle out. Fall in love 
with Jesus: you’ll always 
evangelize. 
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as to the truth of the gospel. How can we be motivated by 
both love of God and fear of God at the same time?  At first 
glance it may seem like a contradiction, but if you think about 
it, it’s actually quite possible to love and fear something at 
the same time. 

The ocean is a real-life physical example of something 
that can stir both love and fear simultaneously. I may love the 
ocean with its majesty and grandeur, but I also have a healthy 
respect and, yes, outright fear of it, because its immense  
power can be unleashed through its mighty waves. In a  
similar way, it’s possible to be motivated by both love and 
fear at the same time as we step out to share our faith.

Do you hear God’s call from above to be part of THE 
Cause of all causes—making disciples who make disciples? 
It’s an awesome privilege and responsibility! But in addition 
to this divine call from above, God has also embedded a tug 
deep inside us that stirs us to action. I call it the whisper from 
within. See if you recognize its soft voice.
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