JESUS + THE CROSS = I’VE GOT YOU COVERED
THEOLOGICAL QUESTION
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Why did Jesus die on the cross?

BIG IDEA

Jesus died on the cross to forgive our sins. There is absolutely nothing
thing we co
could
ever do to save ourselves. His death on the cross covered, or atoned,
ned, for our
sins, and all people on earth can choose to receive God’s forgiveness
rgiveness and eternal
life in heaven.

SCRIPTURE USED
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1 Corinthians 15:3-4, 14: I passed on to you what wass most
m
important and what
had also been passed on to me. Christ died for our sins,
s
just as the Scriptures
om the dead
dea on the third day, just as the
said. He was buried, and he was raised from
Scriptures said. And if Christ has not been
een raised,
raise then all our preaching is useless,
and your faith is useless.
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Romans 5:8-10: But God showed his great
grea love for us by sending Christ to die for
us while we were still sinners.
ners. And since
sin we have been made right in God’s sight by
the blood of Christ, he will
ill certainly save
s
us from God’s condemnation. For since
our friendship with
h God
Go wass restored
resto
by the death of his Son while we were still his
enemies, we will certainly
certain be saved through the life of his Son.
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1 John 2:1-2: My dear
ar chi
children, I am writing this to you so that you will not sin. But if
es sin, w
h
anyone does
we have
an advocate who pleads our case before the Father. He is
-HVXV&KULVWWKHRQHZKRLVWUXO\ULJKWHRXV+HKLPVHOILVWKHVDFULȴFHWKDWDWRQHVIRU
ULVWWKHRQ
s—and not only our sins but the sins of all the world.
our sins—and
1 Peter 3:1
3:18: &KULVWVXHUHGIRURXUVLQVRQFHIRUDOOWLPH+HQHYHUVLQQHGEXWKH
GLHGIRUVLQQHUVWREULQJ\RXVDIHO\KRPHWR*RG+HVXHUHGSK\VLFDOGHDWKEXWKH
GLHGIRUV
was
as raised to life in the Spirit.
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OPENER
For the opener you will need:
ȏ Video projection equipment
ȏ Les Miserables DVD (either the 2012 musical or the 1998 version)
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EXPLAIN
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7RGD\ZHDUHJRLQJWRWDONDERXWZK\-HVXVZDVFUXFLȴHG7KHUHLVQRWKLQJ
VQRWKLQJ
WKDWFRPHVFORVHLQRXUHYHU\GD\OLYHVWKDWFDQDGHTXDWHO\LOOXVWUDWHWKLV
XVWUDWHWK
But for just a minute, I would like you to think about a time when someone
some
RUVRPHWK
ȊFRYHUHGIRU\RXȋ0D\EHWKHUHZDVVRPHWKLQJ\RXRZHGRUVRPHWKLQJ
you were supposed to do, but one way or another you did
id not liv
live up to
\RXUHQGRIWKHEDUJDLQ0D\EH\RXFRXOGQȇWRUPD\EH\RXMXVWGLGQȇW
EH\RXMX
ear, and if the deal had
Either way, the terms of the agreement were clear,
nsequences with no hope of
been set in stone you would be facing the consequences
HODWLRQVKLS
DQ\PHUF\7KHVDGWUXWKLVWKDWLVRXUUHDOUHODWLRQVKLSZLWKVLQ:HZHUH
7K
ERUQVLQQHUVDQGZHDOOPLVVWKHPDUNDQGVLQ7KH%LEOHVD\VWKDWWKH
LQ+ XQO
FRQVHTXHQFHRIVLQLVGHDWK%XWRXU*RGLQ+LVXQOLPLWHGJRRGQHVVDQG
JUDFHSURYLGHGDQRWKHUZD\
DWFKDPRY
ΖQMXVWDPRPHQWZHȇUHJRLQJWRZDWFKDPRYLHFOLSIURPLes
Miserables, but
Q\RI\RX
ȴUVWΖZDQWWRVHWWKHVFHQHIRUDQ\RI\RXZKRPD\QRWEHIDPLOLDUZLWK
WKHVWRU\
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n character of the story, was unfairly imprisoned and
Jean Valjean, the main
HQGXUHGKDUGODERUDQGDEXVHIRU\HDUV7KDWZDVWKHSULFHKHSDLGIRU
QGDEXVHIR
VWHDOLQJDOLWWOHIRRGWRIHHGKLVVWDUYLQJIDPLO\:KHQKHLVȴQDOO\UHOHDVHG
HHGKL
DWWKHEHJLQQLQJRIWKHPRYLHKHȴQGVKHUHDOO\LVQRWIUHH+HLVUHTXLUHG
QJRIW
to carry papers b
brandin
branding him as a social outcast, making it virtually
ZRUN
LPSRVVLEOHWRȴQGZRUNRUHYHQȴQGVKHOWHUIRUȊKLVNLQGȋ7KHRQO\SHUVRQ
ZLOOLQJWRVKRZFRPSDVVLRQRQWKHIRUPHUSULVRQHULVWKH%LVKRS:DWFK
VKRZ PS
ZKDWKDSSHQVZKHQ9DOMHDQWDNHVDGYDQWDJHRIWKH%LVKRSȇVKRVSLWDOLW\
DSSHQVZ
Play
y the clip from Les Miserables where Valjean is caught stealing silver and then
b the Bishop (7:20-10:51 in the 2012 musical).
pardoned by
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ȏȏ The
T
Bishop extends every courtesy to Valjean: rest, warmth, food,
VKHOWHU+HWUHDWVKLPDVKHZRXOGDGHDUIULHQGDQGFDOOVKLPȊKRQRUHG
JXHVWȋ:K\LVWKDWVRVLJQLILFDQWIRU9DOMHDQ"
ȏ :KDWGRHVLWWHDFKXVDERXWKRZZHVKRXOGVKRZDQGVKDUH-HVXVZLWK
RWKHUV"
ȏ 7KH%LVKRSLVDOVRȊRQWRȋ9DOMHDQ+HLVDZDUHWKDW9DOMHDQKDVGRQH
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