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UNLEASHING GOD’S FIERCE LOVE IN >0’ WORLD
o

Leader’s Guide
4 Week Youth Group Curriculum in Ephesians




A Word to Youth Leaders

Our students live in a world that longs for love, but often looks for it in all the wrong places.

Many young people try to fill the longing in their heart and the hole in their soul by chasing after pleasure,

popularity, partying, possessions, porn and a profusion of other pointless pastimes. When all along, our
great God is standing with His arms outstretched, longing for them to simply walk into the embrace of Hi

extravagant, unconditional, irrevocable, fierce love.

Because only He can fill the God-shaped hole in their souls.

That's really the essence of what the book of Ephesians is all about: . n
our young people experience God’s extravagant love in the deepestp thi zing
through them, they can boldly, fearlessly reach out to others.
enthusiasm and passion, and unleashing them into their

ith His

erful, b bo
e message of?

May God bless you as you help your students explore'the f Ephesians. May

they learn to live a life of love and fearlessly live iv
Greg Stier
CEO, Dare 2 Share

A Note about the Bible Transl

s Curriculum

iculum and student devotional handouts, | chose to draw upon The
p of Ephesians beautifully capture the essences of God’s lavish

the material in the
wordmg in the
back to

During weeks one through thr
Message paraphrase. ery
love for us and our grat

ation that | memorized this incredibly descriptive passage from in my younger
al armor that God’s graciously provided for our protection.
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How to Use this Curriculum

This Leader’s Guide and corresponding 28 days of student devotional handouts drill down into a few
specific passages in Ephesians. The lessons and devo readings work in tandem to help your students
develop a deeper, richer relationship with God, and better understand His call on their lives to join Him in
the most important job on the planet—bringing His hope and truth to their world.

Your group lesson time will introduce each Bible passage. Then, the daily student devotional readings
during the subsequent week will drill down even deeper into the same passage. The devo content and
activities strive to make the biblical truths of the passage more personally applicable to each student.

The weekly themes and Bible passages break out like this:
Embraced...Encircled by God’s Fierce, Deep, Lavish Love
Empowered...Equipped by the Spirit with a Glorious Inner

. Engaged...Living a Life of Love
. Emboldened...Fearlessly Stand and Be Counted
The curriculum provides fully developed lessons. You'll find -

BwNe

Note: The words in bold provi
directions for you.)

Each lesson includes a ear gospel presentatiert. Don’t assume that all your students have
previously understood or'@mbraced the of the gospel. And follow up with those who make a
decision to trust in hem ground n wing in their new faith. For help with this, check out

Dare 2 Share Al@ piv! discipling cu r go to www.somethingamazing.net/moving-forward for a



https://www.dare2share.org/store/content/now-grow-0
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Week 1: Embraced...encircled by God’s Fierce, Deep, Lavish Love

Key Idea
Embracing God’s extravagant love for us in Christ sets us free and compels us to join Him in His work.

Key Scripture
Ephesians 1:4-8; 2:4-10 (The Message)

Supplies

<

Explain

e Paper and Pencils — enough for one of each for each group of 4-5 students
e Bibles
e Worship music that focuses on God'’s love
Reproducible Fearless Week 1 student devotions handout ch studen

This week, we’re launching into a new 4-week series cal
fearlessly lean on God love and power as we strive
unpacking a few key passages in the book of Eph
about how to lean our lives on Jesus and boldlyj fea
the world.

But first, let’s start with a little fun.
Icebreaker

team searches through the physical
, backpacks or whatever (including the

After the game, settle udents and open in prayer.
Explain

OK, so whe were'digging through your pockets or purses or whatever, did any of you come
across some t “some useless thing where you thought “I should throw that away...”? Give me a show
of han ou found something like that when you started digging around.

Fr@m am those who raised their hands, ask for a volunteer to come forward with their piece of trash. As
theyscomeforward, pull out a $10 (or even better, $20) bill. Ask them if they’re willing to exchange their
trash he bill you are holding. Then do the swap.



Ask

e  What just happened here?
e | gave up something of value, in exchange for this person’s trash. Was that a good deal for
(student’s name) ? Did it cost him/her anything? They got something of value for
giving me something they needed to discard.
o  Why am | showing you this illustration? How does this illustration tie into the Christian life?

e Does God know all about all our trash?
Explore $
Explain
r
nsiHe

e=-0 h exchange
A to Z. Which a

eading Ephe@n The Message

Long before he [God] laid down earth’s s, he had us.i| , settled on us as the
focus of his love, to be made whole an is love. Long he decided to adopt us
into his family through Jesus Christ. (What pledsure he too anning this!) He wanted us to
enter into the celebration of hisflavish gift-giving by is beloved Son. Because of the
sacrifice of the Messiah, his bl
of penalties and punish ts chal

either. Abundantly freé'!
Ask

e Itsays God “wa us to enter i oWation of His lavish gift-giving.” What gift is it

talking ab ?
hisgift?
h& s i is gift?

this gift?
on the cross is a terrible, horribly painful way to die? How could

That’s what we’re going to be talking about today—the great exc
lavish love. Psalm 139:1 tells us that God knows everything abou
knows our trash from A to Z, too, but He loves us anyway.

So let’s jump in a take a closer look God’s amazing love
paraphrase. Here’s what it says:

he tgok'the humble position of a slave
andWwas born as a human being.
he appeared in human form,



he humbled himself in obedience to God
and died a criminal’s death on a cross. (NIV)

Ask

e What did Jesus sacrifice when He was born as a human man?
e What did He sacrifice when He died on the cross?
e Why did Jesus have to die on the cross?

Explain

That last question was actually a trick question—because Jesus didn’t ac
He willingly chose to die on the cross. He wasn’t a helpless victim. He w
mission. In John 10:18, Jesus puts it like this: “No one can take my li
For I have the authority to lay it down when | want to and also t
died on the cross to pay the penalty for our sin.

lly have to die on thé’cross.
nonares

sacrifice ntai
ain.” (NLT) He wi

Now let’s read Ephesians 2:4-9.

n-dead lives and
he picked us up and

...Immense in mercy and with an incredible I
made us alive in Christ. He did all this o (o]
set us down in highest heaven in comp

Ask

e Rememb Wney earlier? Do we do anything to earn God’s gift
of salvatio

nough to do it”? What does this kind of “trust” look like?
didn’t deserve it?

Ktee that we would accept His love, His sacrifice and His gift of eternal
utiHis

to rescue us through the cross?

Encounter

Explain

Accepting Jes f salvation is just a first step in our loving relationship with Him. He wants this give-
and-tak of His love to us and our love back to Him to be an ongoing, deep, soul-satisfying,

Askifor a yolunteer to read Romans 8:38-39 while the rest of the students close their eyes and listen.



And | am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. Neither death nor life,
neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow—not even
the powers of hell can separate us from God'’s love. No power in the sky above or in the earth
below—indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is
revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord (NLT).

Think about it. His lavish, extravagant love encircles us moment-by-moment as we walk through our
entire lives. And He longs for us to love Him in return with a deep, wide, fierce, focused, self-sacrificing
love.

e, or to stiff-arm Hi

tlovet
r trust in Jesus right now

Yet, He gives each of us the free choice of whether to be embraced by His |
push His love away.

Maybe you're here today, and you’ve never heard before about Go
demonstrated on the cross. If that’s true for any of you, | invite
and enter into His loving embrace, by swapping your sin for Hi

to trust in Jesus. So if you're ready, | invite you to pr.

Dear God, | want this kind of loving, in ip Wi . But | know that my sins have
gotten in the way of that, and that nothing I c ge that. But right now, | believe
that Jesus died in my place and again from the dead. I trust in Him to forgive me for my sins.

Through faith in Him, | am enteging an eternal relatio
In Jesus’ name, amen.

Invite those who trusted Chri
new believers videos fou

But there are also man who ha een Christians for a while now, and quite honestly, many
of us feel like we’ to experience theylifesgiving embrace of God’s love.
Ask

o Whse me of the r@asons people may struggle to experience God’s love? [Encourage answer

7

such as§épecause therels ain and hurt in our lives,” or “we ignore Him and fail to regularly

connect with Hig#oh degp, intimate level.”]
e Jesus is our st @ jor. Do you think that helps Him understand our pain and hurt? Why or
It’s all too easy deadened to His presence and promptings in our lives. Many of us have fallen
into the trap ing through our days and weeks without giving our relationship with God much time
ake some time right now, pause from the noise of our lives and focus on God’s love for
d by it. Engage your group with worship music that focuses on God’s love. Consider

changing Wp the atmosphere of the room to help your student engage in serious worship: i.e., light some
ca s, gather in a circle and sit on the floor, or whatever works for your group.



http://www.somethingamazing.net/moving-forward

Engage
Explain

God’s great love for us is life-transforming, isn’t it, literally? Colossians 1:13-14 says we’ve been
transferred out of darkness and into His marvelous light. We’re transformed and set free by His love!

And knowing that we’re loved fiercely and unconditionally by the God of the Universe, should make a
huge difference in how we live our lives. How so? Listen in on this final verse in Ephesians 2:10 that we’
going to look at today. After the Apostle Paul goes on and on for verses and verses about God’s
extravagant love for us, he drops this little “so what” verse into the mix. Here it is:

He creates each of us by Christ Jesus to join him in the work he e good work h s gotten
ready for us to do, work we had better be doing. \
The Apostle Paul isn’t talking here about doing “good works” to e to heayen, orito earn God’s
love. If you’re a believer in Jesus Christ, you are safe and sec@feyin those. In fact, t g you can

do to make God love you more. And there’s nothing you an%e God | .
No, he’s talking here about how because of God’s e ish, fier itional, irrevocable

love and grace, you have been set free for a gre higher, more mean e.
Because once you embrace grace, and let grac race you, youo sépve Christ!

So what about you? Are you up for lovifig ahd serving Jesus hecause ofiall He’s done for you? Are you

willing “to join Him in the work He does, thelgoed work he ha ten ready for us to do”? What is this
good work? Well, we’ll be exploring that in
empowers and equips you as )ou j Him in His workqBu

ek, let’s start with a simple step.

Embark
Begin to pass out Fearless Week 1 devotio Wfor each of your students.
Explain

ith God daily and nurturing your love relationship with Him, I’'m
uts to take home with you. The devo entries you’ll be reading
ering in youth group for the next four weeks and drill down to an

. They’ll help you more fully understand and experience God'’s love,
or how to live it out and share it with the world around you.

even deeper level wi
and also give you pra

Let!s closejwith a final prayer.



Dear God, thank You that You know us from A to Z and that You love us anyway. Thank You for
Your deep, wide, fierce, extravagant, unconditional love for us! Help to walk in the embrace of
Your love this week and to have eyes to see opportunities You send our way to share Your love

with others.

If possible, send your students a couple text messages during the coming week, reminding them to

remember to read their devos each day. $





