
INTRODUCTION
How can six words change your life? 

Because these six words represent six truths that make up the core essentials of the 
gospel message.

 God created us to be with Him. 

 Our sins separate us from God.

 Sins cannot be removed by good deeds.

 Paying the price for sin, Jesus died and rose again.

 Everyone who trusts in Him alone has eternal life.

 Life with Jesus starts now and lasts forever.

When you let the message of the gospel sink deep into your soul, it draws you further 
and further into God’s love, bringing healing and wholeness. When you extend this 
message to those around you who don’t know Jesus, its grace and truth can blast them 
out of the kingdom of darkness and into His marvelous light. 

Although this message is 2,000 years old, it feels brand new. Its message is more 
relevant than ever. Here’s a checklist of just some of the struggles that understanding 
and embracing the gospel tackles:

•	  Bad self image…Why? We have been declared a new creation!  2 Corinthians  
5:17

•	  Guilt…How? Jesus paid the price for all of our sins! Colossians 2:13
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•	  Sin’s power…When? The power of sin was crushed when Jesus was!   
Romans 6:6

•	  Bitterness…How? We can forgive others because Jesus forgave us! Ephesians 
4:32

•	  Spiritual apathy…Why? We offer ourselves to Him in light of His sacrifice!  
Romans 12:1

On and on and on the list goes! The gospel is so powerful and practical that I’m 
convinced of this radical premise: IF CHRISTIANS MASTER AND ARE MASTERED BY THE 
GOSPEL MESSAGE, THEY WILL BE WAY MORE LIKELY TO SERVE JESUS WITH PASSION 
AND PURPOSE!!! 

That’s why each devo reading in this book includes a Life Application section. These 
daily practical applications are designed to either move the message of the gospel 
deeper into your own soul, or prompt you to take the gospel wider into your world. 

Granted, some of you may find the exercises that prompt you to share the gospel with 
others intimidating, but let me encourage you to step up to this challenge.  I realize 
there are many excuses that tug us in the opposite direction of embracing this  
challenge. Our lives are busy. Our inadequacies overwhelm us. Our hearts are hardened 
to the lost, and we just don’t care. And some of us are just plain scared out of our wits 
at the prospect of sharing our faith.  

But I’m convinced that as we increasingly focus on God’s immense love for us, talking 
about Jesus with others can become a mindset we live, rather than a “duty” we shrink 
from and feel guilty about ducking.

Scripture makes it clear that God has called all of us as His followers to the privilege 
of telling others about His incredible, free gift of eternal life available in Christ. The 
Apostle Paul puts it this way in 2 Corinthians 5:14; 18-20, 
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 For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and  
 therefore all died...All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ  
 and gave us the ministry of reconciliation:  that God was reconciling the world to  
 himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he has commit ted  
 to us the message of reconciliation.  We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as   
 though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf:  
 Be reconciled to God.  
  
So ask God to help you more and more fully live in the center of Christ’s love for you, 
until like Paul, “Christ’s love compels” you to tell others about it. Ask Him to give you 
a heart that increasingly burns and breaks for the lost. Start there, and watch what 
He does in and through you. You’ll grow more and more compassionate, capable and 
confident as you hold out the gift of life.

The gift of LIFE in six words. God. Our. Sins. Paying. Everyone. Life.

A SPECIAL NOTE TO READERS 
This devotional may be used independently from or in conjunction with the video series 
Life in 6 Words: The GOSPEL Explored. However, if you’ve never seen the virally popular 
YouTube video Life in 6 Words, that serves as a companion to this devotional, I 
encourage you take a moment and watch it now. You can find it at lifein6words.com. 
The video breathes life and power into the simple message of the gospel as it unpacks 
life in six words. 
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Know that the Lord is God.
It is he who made us, and we are his.

- Psalm 100:3a

HIMTO BE WITH

GOD
CREATED US
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01 THE ORIGINAL G

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  Genesis 1:1

Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may 
rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild 
animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.”  Genesis 1:26

“Where did I come from?” “Who is my Daddy?” “Why am I here?” 

These are the kinds of questions that plagued my brain growing up. Raised in a rough, 
tough, high crime Denver neighborhood, I longed for  something more than the chaos 
that surrounded me. 

Having never met by biological father, a whole array of Daddy issues tangled within 
my soul. I was a pensive, quiet kid who used a flashlight to read my Bible while sitting 
underneath the kitchen sink, or in a closet, or under my bed. 

I was trying to get away from the noise of my very loud, very violent, very angry family. 
Mom was angry, because she had to raise two boys on her own. My brother was angry, 
because of how kids made fun of him for his epilepsy and struggles in school. My 
extended family members, including my grandfather and lots of aunts, uncles and 
cousins, wrestled with a simmering rage that could explode instantly into flying fists 
and bloody violence.
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The organized crime ringleaders in Denver referred to my five uncles as “the crazy 
brothers.” When the mafia thinks your family is dysfunctional, something is definitely 
wrong. All the family violence, added to the confusion of what life was all about for me 
as a kid. 

I remember reading Genesis 1 in the little red King James Version Bible that Mrs. 
Murehead gave me. I read that “in the beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth” and something struck a chord in my searching young soul.

There was a bigger reason for life than 
making money, paying bills and throwing 
fists. My little red Bible assured me 
that although my uncles were built like 
Neanderthals, their existence was not a 
result of random chance. Instead, they were 
handcrafted by God Himself—the Original G.

In Genesis 1, the Bible tells us that from the very beginning, God invited us humans 
into His power and presence. God literally created us to be with Him! When He said, 
“Let us make mankind in our image…,” we see a conspiracy within the Trinity to create 
humanity in such a way that we can relate with Him deeply and personally.

The Father engineered us (Psalm 139:13-14). Jesus made us (John 1:1-3). And the Holy 
Spirit empowered the entire process (Genesis 1:2). From the beginning of time, we were 
made to be in intimate fellowship with every member of the Trinity. 

The members of the Trinity were in perfect fellowship with each other and perfectly fine 
without us. God didn’t create us because He was lonely. The Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
had perfect love for and fellowship with each other. They were not lonely. They were 
one—perfectly united in a way that our puny, finite minds can never comprehend.

GOD   OUR   SINS   PAYING   EVERYONE LIFE
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But they created us to invite us into that perfect fellowship they share—though I want 
to be clear here that while we are invited into fellowship with the Trinity, we will never 
be members of the Trinity itself. 

Jesus prayed to the Father in John 17:24, “Father, I want those you have given me to 
be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you 
loved me before the creation of the world.”

It’s through Christ’s shed blood, that we 
have access into the same ocean of love that 
pulsates between the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. Ephesians 3:17-19 puts it this way, “And 
I pray that you, being rooted and established in 
love, may have power, together with all the Lord’s 

holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to 
know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all 
the fullness of God.” 

This amazing theological truth gave me hope as a child that, not only was I loved, but I 
was not alone, after all. There was a bigger purpose. There was a larger Being. And this 
Supreme Being loved me with an everlasting love.

Guess what? This same God wants to be in relationship with you, too. 

LIFE APPLICATION
Stop and consider the love that God has for you. Think about the reality that God 
created you to be in a relationship with Him. The Father, Son and Holy Spirit are inviting 
you into a relationship with them, through Jesus.
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We have access 
into the same 
ocean of love.
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IF YOU’VE NEVER TRUSTED IN CHRIST
Have you put your faith in Jesus to save you, based on His death on the cross for your 
sins and His resurrection from the dead? If not, what’s holding you back? The moment 
you trust in Jesus, you enter into an eternal relationship with the Triune God.  Your life 
will never be the same. Both now and for all eternity. 

While saying a prayer isn’t what gets you into a relationship with God, it is a way for 
you to express your newfound faith. You might pray something like this…

 “Dear God, I know that my sins have broken my relationship with You, and that  
 nothing I could do could ever change that. But right now, I believe that Jesus  
 died in my place, and rose again from the dead. I trust in Him to forgive me for  
 my sins. Through faith in Him, I am entering an eternal relationship with You.  
 Thank You for this free gift! Amen.”

IF YOU’RE ALREADY A CHRISTIAN
If you are already a believer in Jesus, are you experiencing the love of the Trinity in your 
own life? Think of an area of hurt, struggle or disappointment in your life where you 
sometimes feel like you are all alone. Invite the Trinity into that space. Then re-read 
Ephesians 3:17-19, mentioned above, but this time, read it as a personal prayer. Ask 
God to encircle you in His love.

GOD   OUR   SINS   PAYING   EVERYONE LIFE
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02 BIG BANG BADA BING
And God said, “Let there be light” and there was light.  Genesis 1:3

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 
was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing 
was made that has been made.  John 1:1-3

Scientists argue, theologians debate, apologists apologize (just kidding), but the 
creation act was way more impressive and complex than any scientist or theology prof 
can ever fully comprehend or explain. 

When God said, “Let there be light,” there was light. When He said, “Let there be sky,” 
there was sky. When He said, “Let there be…water, land, trees, fish, birds, bugs, 
animals, anything and almost everything,” there it was. His words spoke creation into 
existence. 

God is the only being in this universe who 
can speak something from nothing. He 
speaks, and “BANG” it happens. 

I’ll never forget one time when I was in fourth grade, and I was trying to speak my 
own reality into existence. I ran in the dirt field in the back of our apartment complex, 
determined to fly like Superman. I thought, “If I can believe it hard enough, then I can 
make it happen.” So I began to run, jump and chant to myself, “Fly. Fly! Fly!!!” 
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He speaks, and 
“BANG” it happens.
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In the end, I just looked like a crazy kid running and jumping through an empty field 
with my arms extended forward. More than once, I ended up face-first in the dirt.

Yes, I got beat up a lot as a kid.

But try as I might, I couldn’t speak my own reality into existence. Nobody but Jesus can 
do that!

According to Colossians 1:15-20, this “speaking-something-from-nothing” ability is 
true of God’s nature, not just when it comes to physical realities, but also spiritual 
ones. “The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For 
in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through 
him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he 
is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among 
the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. For God was pleased to 
have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, 
whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed 
on the cross.”  

He created heaven and hell. He created angels (some of whom would become demons). 
He created the visible things that we see every day, and the invisible ones which we 
don’t see, but that are just as much a reality.

Not only is He the Creator, He is the Sustainer (“in him all things hold together”) and 
Ruler (“so that in everything he might have the supremacy.”)

From the first chapter of Genesis, to the last chapter of Revelation, God is large and in 
charge. He is in charge of the creation and He is in charge of salvation. 2 Corinthians 
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4:6 makes it clear, “For God, who said, ‘Let light 
shine out of darkness,’ made his light shine in 
our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge 
of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ.”

The same God who said, “Let there be light” in the act of the universe’s creation said, 
“Let there be light” in the act of your spiritual regeneration. He illuminated your soul 
and blasted you out of the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of his dear Son 
(Colossians 1:13).

When God speaks, powerful things happen. Universes explode into existence, and souls 
are eternally transformed. That’s one reason it’s important to take his Word—The 
Bible—seriously. As you read it and let it sink into your soul, His Word will create new 
realities in your life!

Bada Boom!

LIFE APPLICATION
Consider once again this powerful description of Jesus in Colossians 1:15-17: “The Son 
is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For in him all things 
were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. 
He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.”

Meditate on this passage about Jesus, then take a look at your attitudes and actions 
and consider whether you are living like you really believe that God is large and in 
charge. Are you busy stressing and striving and trying to “control” every aspect of your 
life? Or are you learning to rest in His sovereignty and be content in all things, knowing 
that come what may, “in him all things hold together”?  

God is large and 
in charge.
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