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WHY ARE ELEPHANTS SPECIAL? 
Elephants are some of the most intelligent animals on Earth.  Their brains weigh 11 pounds, much more than 

the brain of any other land animal.

Elephants commonly show grief, humor, compassion, cooperation, self-awareness, tool-use, playfulness, and 

excellent learning abilities. 

Elephants demonstrate concern for members of their families; they take care of weak or injured members 

and grieve over a dead companion.

Elephants are vital to their ecosystems.  Without elephants, almost 80% of the trees in the African savannah 

would not exist.

An elephant can use its tusks to dig for ground water.  An adult elephant needs to drink around 55 gallons 

of water a day.

A normal elephant lifespan is 60-80 years, but because of poaching, the average lifespan of elephants in 

Africa is significantly lower.

Elephants normally only sleep 2 or 3 hours each day because they need to spend time eating to support 

their huge size, as they can eat up to 330 pounds of vegetation every day.

Elephants can swim – they use their trunk to breathe like a snorkel in deep water.



VALUE OF ELEPHANTS TO THEIR ECOSYSTEMS 

•  Elephants are a keystone species. 

•  Elephants can provide water for other species by 

digging water holes in dry riverbeds

•  Elephants act as seed dispersers by their dung. 

•  Their paths (elephant highways) act as firebreaks and 

rain water conduits

•  An elephant’s journey through the high grass 

provides food for birds by disturbing small reptiles, 

amphibians or insects



WHY ARE ELEPHANTS BEING KILLED? 

•  Killing African Elephants for ivory is 
devastating the species.

•  At least 25,000 elephants were killed in 
Africa in 2012.

•  The demand for ivory is at an all-time 
high, especially in China and Southeast 
Asia.

•  Poachers in Africa are paid approximately 
$150 for a pound of ivory. In China, that 
same pound of ivory sells for $4000.



DECLINE IN ELEPHANT POPULATIONS IN AFRICA 

•  It is estimated that 30,000 to 38,000 
elephants are poached every year for 
their ivory.

• With statistics like this the African 
elephant is doomed for extinction in 
15-20 years.



WHAT IS ELEPHANT HIGHWAY DOING ABOUT IT? 

• By speaking at schools, community centers, and at 
other events, through the use of social media, and 
by promoting our message on the t-shirts and 
merchandise we sell, we are raising awareness of 
the threat elephants face from poachers.

• Elephant Highway also raises funds to support 
elephant conservation, and works with four 
partner organizations in Africa.

• All of the profits from the sale of Elephant 
Highway merchandise go directly to organizations 
that work in the field to protect elephants.

• PLEASE, HELP US SPREAD THE WORD!



WHAT CAN YOU DO ABOUT IT? 

•  Please continue to raise awareness of this 
crisis, so that we can build a global 
community of supporters.

•  Watch the film “One Every Fifteen Minutes: 
The Plight of the African Elephant”, produced 
by a co-founder of Elephant Highway. Visit 
http://www.1every15film.com/. 

•  Help us raise funds to support anti-poaching 
efforts by purchasing a t-shirt, a bracelet, or 
other other unique merchandise on our 
online store at www.elephanthighway.org.



QUESTIONS? 

Elephants and Ivory Tee - KidsAqua Blue Logo Tee - Unisex

This merchandise is available for purchase on our website,
www.elephanthighway.org.


