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INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS 

LIGHTED “T” FOR MODEL 3 
Professional Installation ONLY 

 
Please read these installation instructions BEFORE you install the EVANNEX® Lighted “T” for Model 3 
 
The EVANNEX Lighted “T” for Model 3 allows you to illuminate the Tesla Logo on your rear Trunk hatch in red. It has 
been designed as an aesthetic accent for Model 3 and has two installation options, as described in this document. 
 
Installation of Lighted “T” for Model 3 is a complex project requiring the removal of an interior panels, the 
OEM trunk hatch logo, drilling into the rear trunk hatch, wiring, and tapping into the OEM wiring of the 
vehicle. Professional installation is required. 
 
Parts Provided:   

¨ Lighted T and Arch with wiring (bag includes wire harness and drilling template) 
¨ 3  Posi-Tap Connectors, 18-23 gauge,  3 Posi-Loc Connectors, 18-23 gauge 
¨ 3 feet Spectra nylon parachute thread for 'sawing off' the OEM Tesla logo adhesive  
¨ 5 spare blue/green plastic retainer clips for the trunk molding 
¨ Small tube of clear silicone sealant to seal drill holes 
¨ 3 small (4in.) zip ties for who wish to connect to the brake light circuit (see Installation for Option #2) 
¨ a 6-foot (approx..) 20awg brake light lead wire for those who wish to connect to the brake light circuit (see 

Installation for Option #2) 
¨ a wire harness for those who wish to connect to the brake light circuit (see Installation for Option #2) (inside 

bag containing Lighted T) 
¨ A positioning and drilling template used for installation (inside bag containing lighted T) 

 
Tools and other materials required (not provided): 1/16, 1/8” drill bits, wire stripper/cutter, multimeter circuit tester.  
 
INSTALLATION  
 
Video installation guidelines are available at evannex.com.  
 
IMPORTANT: There are two wiring options explained below beginning after Step 13. 
 
Remove the interior trunk molding 
 
Step 1.  Release and remove the locking “handles” on the trunk hatch panel 
(Photo #1). To remove the ‘handles” push upward and at the same time pull away from 
panel indentation wall. The handle pieces then can be pulled out and should be set 
aside for reassembly at the end of the project. 
Step 2.  Beginning at the panel edge near the trunk lock, pull downward (hard) to 
release the snap fasteners. Continue this until the panel releases (Photo #2). 
Note: During this operation, you may break one or more of the fasteners. We provide a 
few fasteners as replacements. 
Remove the OEM Logo “T” from the trunk hatch 

Step 3.  Using blue painter’s tape to mark the top of the rear hatch logo “T” arch and 
the point of the T, indicating the centerline on the tape. 
Step 4.  Beginning with the top arch of the OEM logo T, use the nylon thread to 
saw through the adhesive under the OEM ‘chrome’ piece until it releases (photo 
#3). Work both sides toward the middle until the arch can be easily removed. 
Step 5.  Using the same approach, remove the OEM logo “T” using the nylon 
thread to saw through the adhesive under the ‘chrome’ piece until it releases.  
Work each arm of the “T” and the base toward the center until the “T” can be easily 
removed. 
 
Clean the surface and locate the drilling template 
 
Step 6.  Once the OEM “T” has been removed, clean the excess adhesive from the trunk hatch surface.  A rubber 
wheel will remove the adhesive residue quickly. In a pinch, you can roll and peel the adhesive with your fingers or with a 
plastic pry tool (do NOT use metal!) and use alcohol to clean at the end.  
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Step 7.  Use the tape from Step 3 to locate the drilling template. If the tape has moved during cleaning, the tip of 
the “T” base MUST be centered and is located approximately 15.125-in. (384mm) from the side edge of the trunk 
hatch and 2-in. (51mm) from the bottom edge of the trunk hatch. Mark this location with a grease pencil or with blue 
tape. 
 
Step 8.  Using the centering markings you created in Step 7, place the drill template on the trunk hatch and 
tape down the edges using blue tape.   IMPORTANT: Be absolutely certain that the template is centered and 
leveled properly. Step back and look at the location from a short distance. 
 
Step 9.  Using a 1/16” bit, drill pilot holes using the template as a guide.  IMPORTANT: Be absolutely certain to 
align the holes correctly, center exactly using the template.  Remove the template once you have drilled the two 
holes and use alcohol to clean the surface. 
 
Step 10.  Drill a 1/8” hole for the top arch of the “T” and a 1/8” hole for the base of the “T”.  Be sure to remove 
any burrs from the drill holes. Re-clean the surface. 
 
Step 11.   Thread the RED and BLACK wires for the Lighted “T” body through their respective 1/8” hole. When 
about 2 inches of wire remain to be pushed into the hole, use silicon jell (provided) to fill the hole. It’s also a good idea 
to use silicone on the inside area around the hole.  IMPORTANT: The use of silicone is crucial to ensure that no water 
leaks into the hole. 
 
Step 12.  Remove the covering from the VHB adhesive on the back of the Lighted “T” base and push in the 
remaining wire, positioning the “T” so that it is perfectly level. Once you’re satisfied with position, press into 
place. 
 
Step 13. Repeat the same operations described in Steps 11 and 12 for the top arch of the “T,” threading the 
RED and BLACK wires for the arch into the top 1/8” hole, using silcone to seal the hole, removing the VHB and 
placing it above the “T” base.  Once you’re satisfied with position, press into place. 
 
Wiring Options (Be sure you understand the difference) 

¨ Option #1.  The Lighted T is connected to the license plate lighting circuit ONLY and will maintain 
full brightness whenever the car lights are on. 

 
¨ Option #2.  The Lighted T is connected to BOTH the license plate circuit and the brake light circuit (a 

more complex installation). In this case, the Lighted T is less bright when the lights are on, but 
shows full brightness when the brake pedal is depressed. The Lighted T will also illuminate when 
the lights are off, but the brake pedal is depressed. [This is the option most owners want.] 
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Installation for Option #1 (License Plate Circuit Connection ONLY) 
 
The Lighted “T” WIRING taps into the wiring for the rear license lights. This OEM 12V wiring (BROWN and BLACK 
wires) can be found directly above the license plate lights in the area exposed when the trunk molding was removed in 
Step 2.  Note that Tesla changes wire colors without notice, so it’s important to check the circuit with a multimeter if 
colors have changed. 
 
For installation with the license plate only connection (which will yield full brightness whenever the lights are on): 
 
Step 14.  Place the Posi-Tap connectors on the black and brown OEM wires for the license plate lighting 
circuit. If you’re unfamiliar with the use of Posi-Tap connectors, a good 3rd party tutorial can be found at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N64p6ndlTQ8. 
 
Step 15.  Twist the BLACK wire (ground) from the Lighted T body and the BLACK wire (ground) from the arch 
together and then connect to the Posi-Tap on the BLACK wire for the license plate lighting circuit.   
 
Step 16.  Twist the RED wire (12V) from the Lighted T body and the RED from the arch (12V) to the Posi-Tap 
on the BROWN wire (12V) of the license plate lighting circuit. 
 
Note: Tesla has been known to change wire colors in different manufacturing builds. Check to be sure you have the 
correct OEM wires for the license plate lights if the wire colors have changed. 
 
Step 17.  Test your Lighted “T” to ensure that it lights properly. To do this, turn on your headlights. Please note 
that the headlights must be “on” (resulting in the license plate lighting being illuminated). If the license plate lights are 
off, the Lighted T will not be illuminated. 
 
NOTE:  For Option # 1 wiring, the Lighted “T” is NOT connected to the brake light system and will not 
illuminate when the brake is depressed. 
 
 
Installation for Option #2 (License Plate and Brake Light Circuits Connection) 
 
Installation Overview: The lighted T wiring taps into BOTH the license plate lighting circuit AND the brake lights circuit. 
This requires a brake lead wire (provided) to be connected to the OEM brake light modular connector.  The brake lead 
wire is then routed from the passenger side brake lighting assembly up the side of the wire bundle rubber protective 
tube that is connected to the passenger side hatch hinge and into the trunk hatch. The brake lead wire is fastened to 
the outside of the wire bundle rubber protective tube using small zip ties (provided). Once the brake light lead wire has 
been routed, you’ll use a wire harness with red and yellow wires and a blue resistor (provided) to make the proper 
connections from the Lighted T wiring to the brake light lead and the license plate lighting circuit. 
 
Step 1. Pull out the passenger side interior rear panel side molding to expose the passenger side OEM brake light 
assembly. 
 
Step 2.  Remove the top molding in the trunk to expose the end of the OEM wire bundle rubber protective tube that 
is connected to the passenger side hatch hinge. Release the two ‘push-in rivot fasterers’ at the ends with a flat head 
screw driver. 
 
Step 3.  Pull the passenger side brake lighting assembly modular plug, and using a multi-meter, check to 
determine which lead provides a 12V reading when the brakes are pressed. In our install, it was the RED wire, 
but you MUST check to be certain. Once you determine the proper lead, tap/splice the appropriate OEM wire 
and attach the BLACK brake light lead wire (provided) to it. To be sure you’ve tapped the proper wire, test to be 
certain you’re getting a 12V reading from the BLACK brake lead wire when the brakes are pressed. 
 
Step 4.  Once it has been attached to the OEM brake circuit and tested, route the BLACK brake lead wire 
(provided) from the OEM brake light assembly through the lower opening of the wire bundle rubber protective 
tube, then along the outside of the tube, and finally through the upper opening and into the trunk hatch. Note: 
Routing the BLACK lead wire through the interior of the rubber protective tube is extremely difficult and time 
consuming.  We recommend against this. 
 
Step 5.  Once the brake lead wire has been properly routed, fasten it to the side of the protective rubber tube 
using small zip ties (provided). 
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Step 6.  Using the wiring diagram for Option # 2 below, wire in the wiring harness and make appropriate 
connections for the OEM brake light lead and the OEM license plate light lead. The following connections are made: 

¨ The RED wires from the arch and from the T are twisted together with a Posi-Lock and connected to 
the RED wire on the wire harness (see diagram below).  

¨ The BLACK wires from the arch and T are twisted together and connected to a Posi-Loc.  The other 
end of the Posi-Lock is connected to a black wire of the wiring harness (see diagram below). 

¨ The YELLOW wire of the wiring harness is connected to the black brake light lead wire using a Posi-
Loc (see diagram below). 

¨ The BLUE wire of the wiring harness is connected to the BROWN OEM License Plate circuit wire 
using a Posi-Tap (see diagram below). 

¨ The WHITE wire of the wiring harness is connected to the BLACK OEM License Plate circuit wire 
using a Posi-Tap (see diagram below). 

 
Step 7.  Test your Lighted “T” to ensure that it lights properly and illuminates strongly when the brakes are 
depressed. To do this, turn on your headlights. Please note that the headlights must be “on” (resulting in the license 
plate lighting being illuminated) to illuminate the Lighted T unless the brakes are depressed. 
 
Step 8.  Once testing is complete, being certain that the “T” arch and base are level and centered, then press 
them into place, allowing the VHB backing to adhere to the trunk hatch surface. 
 
Step 9.  Collect all excess wiring under the trunk hatch and use a zip ties or electrical tape to fasten it to the wire 
harness. Remove any trunk panel fasteners that remain on the trunk lid and move them to the panel itself. Replace 
any broken fasteners on the trunk panel, and then replace the panel by snapping it into place. In addition, replace the 
passenger side interior rear panel and the top trunk molding. 
 
Your installation is complete. 
 
Wiring Diagrams for Installation Options #1 and #2 
 
 

 


