
Difficulty Level: 2 (Mostly Easy) 

Time to complete: 2-5 minutes per bulb 

Tools needed: Spudger (trim removal tool), dainty fingers, sun glasses 

  

Part 1 - Trunk  

The trunk is the easiest place to work in, and most likely the part of the car that will benefit the most 
from the ultra-bright bulbs, so we'll start here.   

 

1. If you have the premium lighting package, then you will have three bulbs in the 
trunk/boot; one facing down from inside the hatch, and two in the trim below the 
loading shelf; one on each side, facing inwards.  Proceed to step 3.   If you do not have 
the premium package, you'll only have the bulb in the hatch.  The good news is that 
Tesla still ran the wires for the other two locations (yay), but you have to work a little 
to find them (boo), and locations vary, depending on the age of your Model S.  If you 
are not comfortable removing trim pieces, stop now, and seek professional help.  This 
is an easy process, but some owners understandably do not like pulling bits of their car 
off. 

2. If your car is 2014 or later, you should be able to pull the soft black trim away to 
reveal the light connectors.  If you have an earlier model, then you might have to pop 
the loading shelf off, for this you'll need some heavier-duty trim removal tools.  You 
should find the drivers' side connector taped under the charge port.  This is a high-
voltage area, so although everything is shielded, do NOT work in this area when 
charging the car. The passenger side light is normally tucked into the corner, towards 
the opening of the trunk.  Both wires can be identified by the presence of a 2-pin 
connector - please refer to the photos. 

 

2a. You will also have to remove the punch-outs for each of the lights; the locations 
are shown in the photo above. 

 

3. Starting with the hatch light, find your spudger and wedge it into the small 
recess on one of the shorter sides on the bulb, as shown in the photo, then simply pry the bulb out.  For the 
other two bulbs, since they're in the soft trim, they'll come out very easily using the 
spudger, or if you're tough, just use your fingers to pop them out.   

4. Disconnecting the old bulb is very easy when you know how.  The picture shows 
a small plastic lever that's part of the 2-pin plug.  Simply push that down with the 
spudger or a finger nail, and the connector should release. If it doesn't, just pull on 
the bulb a little as you're pushing down on the connector.  Once you've done this 
once, the others will be a breeze. 

 

 5. To install your new ultra-bright bulbs, simply push them onto the connectors until you hear the click of the plastic pin 
popping back into place.  Depending on how long you've taken so far, the lights might have timed out and gone off, so 
don't be alarmed if you're not immediately blinded by the new lights, just close and re-open door to turn them back on. 

6. Finally, push the lights home into their socket by using two thumbs to push them in with equal pressure on each side.  Do not fully push one side in, 
then the other, as this might cause the plastic to crack. 

  

Part 2 - Frunk  

This one is easy.  There's only one bulb, located below the locking latch 
on the leading-edge of the frunk.   

1. Remove from the connector as described in Step 4 above.  Then don your sunglasses and install your ultra-bright bulb 
as described in Step 5 above, and push the bulb back into place as described in Step 6. 

2. As before, find your spudger and dig it into the small nook on the shorter edge of the bulb, then just pry it out. 

http://www.abstractocean.com/spudger-trim-removal-tool/
http://www.abstractocean.com/Tesla_interior_light_kit/


  

Part 3 - Puddle Lights   

If you have the premium lighting package, then each door has a white light on the bottom of the door 
trim shining onto the ground.  If you do not have the premium lighting package, then we do not 
recommend trying to find the wires and removing the punch-out from the doors; seek professional help. 

1. You're probably going to have to lay on the floor to do these, so park your Model S in the living room, or find a nice bit 
of carpet to lay on. 

2. The door trim is quite soft, so the bulbs pop out as described in Step 4, and then follow Steps 5 - 6 to complete the 
installation.  You will need ot use some force to get the spudger under the bulb to extract it. 

3. Keep the carpet out to kneel om you're planning on doing the foot-well lights.... 

  

Part 4 - Foot well lights   

There's four of these.  The front ones are located in the trim directly above where your feet hang out, 
which on the drivers-side means that the pedals get in the way a bit.  

 

The rear ones, are fitted to a small plastic bracket that sits on a bar below the front seats.  In early Model S's the rear 
lights were part of the premium lighting package, so you might not have them, but the wiring is there.  You will, however, 
need the bracket that snaps onto the bar as shown in the photo.  You can purchase the brackets here. 

1. Let's start at the front.  Now you've done a few of these bulbs you're a pro.  That's good, becuase the drivers' one is a 
pain to pop out because the pedals get in the way.  The technique is still the same though, you just need to really dig the 
spudger into the small nook on one short side of the bulb, and pry it out.  It might take a few tries, but it'll come.  The 
passenger side is the same, but easier without the pedals to get in the way.  follow Steps 5 - 6 above to complete the 
installation. 

2. To the back of the car we go.  Raise the seat you want to work on to its highest position, and then tilt the seatback forward as far as it will go. 

 

3. You can then see the lights, fitted into a bracket that snaps on and off a support bar.   

4. To make the replacement easier, pull the bracket, complete with the bulb, away from the bar.  The spring clips holding it on the bar are mean and 
angry, so mind your fingers (the author speaks from experience).   

5. Now pop the bulb out of the assembly.  You'll need to use the spudger to do this, and also try to squeeze the clips that are part of the bulb inwards 
to help release it.  The bracket is very rigid plastic, so the bulb needs a little more encouragement to pop out. 

6. Once you have the bulb released, replace as described above, refit the bulb and then the bracket to the support bar.  Repeat the same for the other 
seat. 

Bonus Part 5 - Glove box 

If you want a dazzling glove box, you can also replace the bulb in there.  The process is the same as described above for all the other bulbs, but the 
bulb is quite difficult to remove; if the spudger doesn't pry it out, you might need to revert to a small screwdriver, but in doing so you might crack the 
old bulb, so take care. 



  

 


