
 

  

 

2016 Blanc de Blancs 

  

 
GROWING SEASON ~ There was a fairly typical South Australian summer with its 

mix of mostly warm to hot dry heat and the occasional very hot day. The end of January 

and beginning of February produced quite a lot of rain but most of February was quite 

dry. 

  HARVEST ~ In keeping with the earlier and earlier picking dates the Chardonnay 

grapes for this wine were handpicked at 11.5 Baume on February 10th. The yield 
was just over 3t/acre (58 Hl/Ha). 

 

 

 WINEMAKING ~ The grapes were whole bunch pressed and cold settling of the juice was 

undertaken for 48 hrs. The juice was then racked off its solids and fermentation, using an 

inoculated yeast, took place in stainless steel tanks. 

MATURATION ~ This occurred in stainless steel tanks where it matured for 9 

months and where it undertook malolactic fermentation.  It was then transferred to 

the Lodestone Winery, for tirage- secondary fermentation in bottle. 

BOTTLING ~ This is undertaken at Lodestone where it is left on lees until the wine 

is needed. The second disgorgement took place in April 2019 and liquoring led to an 

addition of sugar content to 7 gms/litre, which is moderately low by Champagne 

standards. Further disgorgements will take place when stocks run low. 

FINISHED WINE ~ The wine is a typical Blanc de Blancs style, which has a fine and 

persistent bead and the merest hints of vanilla, almond and fresh bread on the 

refreshing and dry finish 

The wine continues the tradition of elegant Blanc de Blancs from Mosquito Hill. It has 

a slightly fuller palate than the 2015, which, if anything improves the drinkability of 

the wine (If anything can improve the drinkability of Mosquito Hill Blanc de Blancs- 

comment from biased Mosquito Hill winemaker!). 
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