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Health & Safety of Facades

Paul Bussey RIBA, FIFireE, IMaPS, 
FIIRSM, FASFP

“Safety by Design” for Architects 

www.diohas.org
For Design Risk Management 
detailed guidance & discussion

Designer CDM
Guidance
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Construction of external walls

Dia. 40 Misleading  as drawn? 
Drawing removed in 2019 ed.

Nov. 2018:- Changed to
Class A1 or A2-s1-d0

Class “0” surface spread of flame 
was acceptable & ACM was “Class 0”  

No reference to notes 12.5-12.9 in Dia.40?

Now:2018 + 

The refurbishment complied with 
the ADB but this proved NOT to 
meet the Building Regulations 2010 
in 2017 

3500+ other buildings have CLASS
“0” cladding so are the designers & 
contractors ALL guilty??......OR

Then:2017 

Is this an unintended consequence 
of regulatory relaxation by previous 
governments?

Designer
FIRE FAÇADE 
Guidance
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This is what we have now?

But how do architects know what materials 
are A2-s1,d0  or better?
We need the product data sheets with 
certified tests and certificates!
That are not fraudulent!

Table 12.1 in Vol. 2 (& Table 10.1 in Vol. 1)

Surely this change is an acceptance by the 
MHCLG/DLUHC that the previous ADB 
Diagram 40 & text was “not fit for purpose”

Table A1- Appendix A (pg. 122/3)

Paul Hyatt “I have been appalled and dismayed by the incomprehensibility of Approved 
Document B” (RIBA expert witness to enquiry)

i+ Flats?

Not very clear?

Cavity barriers pre-Grenfell (pg. 80) 

Table A1- Appendix A – now Table B3 Appendix B

Post Grenfell clarifications of ADB Vol 
1 with Flats included in Dwellings

Locations of cavity 
barriers clarified in 
preference to fire-
stopping. Dwellings 
and Flats have 
separate sections?

More 
clear?

RIBA Suggested improvements

Cavity barriers pre-Grenfell (pg. 66) 

+ Flats

Principal Designer (BSA)
Comptence
Framework
Bsi PAS 8671

RIBA & ARB will need to set the level 
of competence required by Architects 
within this Framework
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www.diohas.org
For Design Risk Management 
detailed guidance & discussion

Thanks 

Contact ;-
pbussey@ahmm.co.uk
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