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Welcome 
This is the first of a new series of Newsletters that we 
will be publishing throughout the year, to update you 
on our activities, and give you an opportunity to 
engage better with us.  

CWCT Board update 
Over the past year we have held a series of small 
strategic group meetings in addition to the CWCT 
Sponsors’ Board, in order to help identify specific 
needs and areas of future work.  From these meetings 
a number of key activities were identified, including: 

• Sustainability/Health and Safety guidance 
(more below) 

• Revision of our mission statement which will 
be available on the website soon 

• Engagement with the wider construction 
industry.  We had two notable speakers talk at 
our AGM as part of this process.   

These meetings have been a success, and will 
continue in 2022.   

2021 AGM  
Earlier this month we held our AGM and Members’ 
Meeting.  This was an online event and was attended 
by over 180 people which was fantastic. 

Our main presentations covered three hugely 
important and relevant topics: 

• Sustainability 
• Regulatory reform 
• Construction product testing. 

Dr Hywel Davies, Technical Director of CIBSE gave an 
update on the draft Building Safety Bill.  He was very 
keen to stress that the Bill will not just affect those 

working on ‘high rise/high risk’ buildings.  The changes 
proposed will introduce competency requirements for 
all those working in the façade industry, and we need 
to be ready to meet these new challenges.   

Paul Morrell, former Chief Construction Advisor to the 
government spoke about his work leading an 
independent review into the product testing regime 
as part of the Government’s building safety 
programme.  The way that products are tested and 
then subsequently designed, specified, installed, and 
maintained will change.  Paul is due to report to the 
government soon on this work.   

We also had a short presentation on a new Health and 
Safety working group established by the CWCT Board.  
The intention of this work is to provide guidance on 
H&S issues related to façade design.  We are keen to 
get your feedback on this work.  If you have any 
examples that you think we should include, please 
email us at cwct@cwct.co.uk.   

The presentations from the AGM and video of the 
event are available to CWCT Members via the 
Cladding Forum.   

Sustainability 
Earlier this year we formed a Sustainability sub-
committee to help provide leadership and guidance 
on this globally significant issue.  We have also 
employed a sustainability engineer to help drive our 
work in this area.   

Our first two papers, an introduction/primer and a 
jargon buster are available to download via the 
Cladding Forum.   

We think these initial papers are a key starting point.  
They help to set the scene and highlight some of the 
problems that we face when considering sustainability  

mailto:cwct@cwct.co.uk
https://www.cwct.co.uk/pages/welcome-to-the-cladding-forum
https://www.cwct.co.uk/pages/welcome-to-the-cladding-forum


 
 

 

 
in relation to the façade.  We hope that they will help 
to educate the industry and promote discussion on 
the issues raised.   

One topic already identified as being crucial in 
improving the sustainability of the façade is 
establishing a methodology for calculating embodied 
carbon.  Without a consistent approach, comparisons 
cannot be made, improvements cannot be quantified, 
and targets cannot be set.  We have already started 
work on this and will hope to provide an update on 
this soon.   

There is a huge amount of work to do in this area, and 
we would like your feedback on the challenges you 
are facing and on our future work.  If you have any 
questions, comments, or ideas, please email 
sustainability@cwct.co.uk.   

Fire 
Fire continues to be challenge.  We are involved in 
various committees and projects that will inform 
future guidance and hopefully provide some much-
needed clarity. 

Our own guidance document on regulation 7(2) has 
now been downloaded more than 1500 times.  The 
intention with this document was to update it as the 
situation evolved.  You are vital in the process.  If you 
have any feedback on the guidance (gaps in the 
document, areas of conflict/disagreement, areas that 
need revising following developments of new 
materials etc), please get in touch via 
cwct@cwct.co.uk.  Please also contact us with any 
other fire-related issues you may have.   

CWCT Courses 
For the first time, our programme of short courses 
was online this year.  They consisted of pre-recorded 
lectures, handouts, and a discussion board to allow 
questions to be asked. 

The courses were designed with flexibility in mind.  
Delegates were given several weeks to complete each 
course at a time most convenient to them.  We think  

 
that this approach worked well, and feedback has 
been positive.   

As highlighted during the AGM, training and 
competence are key industry challenges.  If you have 
any comments on the courses we offer and how we 
offer them, please let us know via cwct@cwct.co.uk.  

Membership 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for 
your continued support of CWCT.   

Subscription invoices for 2022 will soon be sent out.  
This year we aim to do this electronically rather than 
by hard copy through the post.  Please look out for 
this, and if you don’t receive one and think you should 
have done, please let us know.   

We look forward to working with you in 2022.   

 

David Metcalfe  
Director  
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