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Caution





Terms of Reference

“How should the UK system for 
testing the safety of construction 
products and the use of data from the 
system be strengthened, to inspire 
confidence that those products are 
safe and perform as labelled and 
marketed when incorporated into 
construction work?”



Two systems

• Products as part of a 
series of assemblies 
creating a built asset

• Testing as part of a 
system of assurance



It’s complicated
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The role of standards





Terms of Reference

“How should the UK system for 
testing the safety of construction 
products and the use of data from 
the system be strengthened, to inspire 
confidence that those products are 
safe and perform as labelled and 
marketed when incorporated into 
construction work?”



What is testing for?



What is testing for?



“Real world”?



“Real world”?



Dr Angus Law, Edinburgh University: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qrAXubGMcME



Three principles:

• A test cannot represent reality. If it does, 
it’s not a test.

• How “real” it is can be traded  off against 
how “repeatable” it is.

• But test cannot be completely real and
completely repeatable.



So, what do you want to know?



Source: https://odice.com/EN/product-
details/fb-cavity-barrier-i-fire-rated-
ventilated-cavity-barrier.html





Criticisms of BS8414
• That is doesn’t replicate the real 

world
• That it is doesn’t replicate a real 

fire
• That even then, the methodology 

is flawed





I tell this tale,
which is strictly true
Just by way
of convincing you
How very little,
since things were made
Things have altered 
in the building trade 















Competence and compliance



DLUHC Impact Assessment: 
1.49% of errors in construction relate to defective products



Please 
drive 

carefully

















A general safety requirement



DATA

Looking for Data …



… and a body of 
knowledge



GovernmentIndustry ?








