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HALLELUJAH NIGHT!
HALLOWEEN 

PARTY 
ALTERNATIVE

What should Christians do on October 31st? 
 Is Halloween a serious  issue for believers? 

My personal memories of Halloween are filled with the joy of designing a
costume out of any old outfit found in the back of the closet, smearing on make-
up, visiting my grandparents house for homemade popcorn and then visiting our
neighbors with outstretched paper bags (soaked with rain most years) waiting
for candy–wonderful candy!  Mrs. Brown always gave quarters and we cherished
those shiny pieces more than anything else.  Some kids tried to go back two or
three times but we never did.  

The most fun came when we returned home and found all my mother’s mixing
bowls on the floor of the living room.  We carefully emptied our bags and
organized the treats by color, size and category.  Counting our candy was a
very important part of the ceremony.  Who got the most?  How many pieces do
I have?  My parents carefully examined every bag and every piece of candy.
I’ll never forget my dad discovering his favorite chocolate bar, saying, “Oops, I
found a dangerous piece.  I better eat this one”, and gobbling it down with a
big grin on his face.   By bedtime we were worn out, sugared up and supremely
happy.  Not once in all those childhood  years did we ever think of worshiping
Satan.   His name never came up.  My Christian mom and dad helped us carve
pumpkins without a thought that pumpkins were evil symbols of demons.  My
own children enjoyed similar traditions and all three of them came to faith in
Christ at early ages and continue to love the Lord to this day.  
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What happened to change Christian attitudes about Halloween?

The subtle shift of attitude began years ago while rethinking safety issues as
rumors of people filling apples with razor blades and reached a peak of concern
when several children died from poison laced candy.   The Christian community
looked into the history of Halloween and discovered interesting historical facts
and legends long buried in dusty libraries.  The once innocent traditions took on
a sinister meaning.  Word began to spread in churches across the land that the
holiday we always thought was fun was really celebrating Satan.

Do you feel you are being judged by your Christian
community if you see harmless fun attached to Halloween?    

The conversation goes something like this: You say,  “We had a lot of fun last
night trick or treating with the kids.”  Mrs. Grey replies, “You don’t celebrate
Halloween do you?”  And looks as if she’s just witnessed a murder.  “Don’t you
know what Halloween really stands for?  You, of all people.  A Sunday School
teacher!”  This comeuppance shocks the most dedicated Christian into studying
the issue and making a decision to continue family traditions or to establish God
honoring celebrations.  Or, it may cause us to become more entrenched in our
personal opinion without investigating the holiday’s origins.  

What is the right thing to do?  

I can’t answer that question for you.  My own investigation began after I hosted
a children’s Halloween party at our church.  I innocently walked my three year
old daughter (dressed as a little princess–so sweet, I might add)into Fellowship
Hall.  Others had arrived before us and we were greeted by a scary witch, a
bandage wrapped mummy with blood dripping through the bandages and a
sheet covered creature with an amazingly ugly mask and a bloody hatchet
sticking out of his head.  Needless to say, my little girl began screaming and
never stopped until I took her home.  Looking around the room, I noticed
mothers of other toddlers experiencing the same problem.  Our silent looks into
each others’ eyes spoke volumes, “We never want our children to be afraid to
come to church.  There must be a better way to celebrate Halloween in our
church community.”  Things were destined to change from that moment.  At our
next Christian Education meeting we began educating ourselves on Christian
perspectives of the holiday.  
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What will I learn by preparing Hallelujah Night at our church?  

Topped off with a fun Hallelujah Night Party, this workbook may become your
Halloween handbook for years to come.  It contains information to help you
come to an informed decision about how to “party hardy” in the fall.    Read
highlights of the  history of Halloween, symbols of the season and the
significance of the holiday.  The historical/legend information comes from
outside sources through the Internet, encyclopedias and a variety of Christian
authors.  

There is considerable disagreement about the history of the holiday and about
the intended meaning as it has been passed from generation to generation.
Halloween in the United States does not resemble ancient celebrations.  We
have added our own spin to the holiday.  Consider this issue carefully and
seriously.  If your choice is to continue Halloween parties as usual, God bless you
and have fun.  If you decide to alter some of the customary traditions, God bless
you and have fun.

Do not let anyone judge you 
by what you eat or drink, 

or with regard to a religious festival, 
a New Moon celebration 

or a Sabbath day.  

Colossians 2:16
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CHRISTIAN MOMS 
WONDER ABOUT HALLOWEEN

Read what several moms think about Halloween.  
Talk to Christians you trust.  

Make a decision based on fact and grounded in God’s Word.

Anonymous says:
Our plan, after asking friends, thinking and praying about the issue, was to enjoy the harmless
traditions of Halloween just as we had when we were innocently uninformed, but with one
exception.  There would be no scary stuff and no witch stuff.  Now, please don’t think our plan
should be yours.  Each must come before the Lord and do his best to follow what God leads him
to do as best as he understands it.

Nancy says:
For Christian families who are having a hard time with Halloween....our church does something
wonderful for the holiday that takes away the risk of trick or treating, the questionable reasons
for this day (some say demon worship) and blesses the Lord at the same time.

We have Hallelujah Night instead....a couple weeks in advance our Pastor makes announcements
at all sermons that candy will be collected in designated areas throughout the church....people
donate bags of candy...we got close to a ton last year!!  People of the church volunteer for things
such as games, face painting, rides, petting zoo, pony rides, etc.  On Halloween night the kids can
come dressed in their costumes and play games, etc.  They earn candy for winning or losing a
game.  Fun for the whole family, volunteers and a great way to spread the good news of Christ
to your community.

Joanne says:
The ancient roots of Halloween, pagan Druid rituals, the institution of All Saints and All Souls
days, etc., have little connection to the Halloween traditions of today.  These were man-made
rituals of an era so far in the past that few people now have any real understanding of them.

With all due respect to those who take a more conservative view, I see no evil in celebrating
Halloween as the American tradition it has become today.  The Jack-O-Lantern, costumed
children trolling for treats, bobbing for apples, etc. which constitute a modern observance of
Halloween have lost all pagan connections.  God sees what’s in our hearts and He knows that
my costumed four year old is not paying homage to the dead or trying to ward off evil spirits;
he’s just having fun dressed up like a teddy bear and gathering goodies.

I do feel, however, that witches and other demonic symbolisms have no place in the Christian’s
life on any day.  And furthermore, any tricks or mischief are never ever justified!
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Carrie says:
We denounce any connection between Halloween in modern America and the demonic nonsense
of ages passed.  Sadly, the date has not changed, but everything else has been altered to a degree
that I can see no real connection.

BUT, if you think celebrating Halloween brings disrepute to Christ or is honoring demons, you
should have nothing to do with it.  And if you feel it’s wrong in any way, then it IS wrong–for you.

Beth says:
We were worried about how Christian families could participate in Halloween fun and bring
honor to Christ at the same time.  Here’s what we did:

We carved pumpkins with Christian symbols, the fish (very hard to do!), the cross, etc.  We
banned any scary or “evil” costumes.  Instead of saying “Trick or Treat,” our kids say, “Treat
and Treat,” and they hand out key chains with crosses to the homes they visit.  You can order
these very inexpensively from mail order catalogs.

Iona says:
Our school hosts elementary Halloween parties and an indoor parade during the day and has
an evening party with games and refreshments for teens.  We have almost no problem with
vandalism even though most children and many teens go out Trick-or-Treating in the early
evening.

As far as the evils of Halloween go, I personally feel any ancient ties to demonism are long gone.
I would have to cite Paul’s attitude about special days, feasts, etc.  Throughout his writings, Paul
stresses the freedom we have in Christ and the fact that it is what God sees in the heart that
counts.  So, it is our motive for taking part in Halloween activities which is important, not
whether we participate.

Betty says:
Celebrating a pagan holiday is an invitation to Satan even if the person doesn’t know what
Halloween stands for.  It’s just like having a Ouija board in your house.  I think Christians need
to be very careful.  There is a spiritual war going on all around us and the stakes are very high!
Remember the days of the Judges when “everyone did what was good in his own eyes.”  Look
at all the trouble they got into!

___________________________
Hoeppner, Iona, Christian Women’s Webzine–Parenting Issues, Handmaidens, “Christian Moms
Wonder About Halloween”,   See: http://ionanet.com/women,   October, 1998.
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SO WHAT’S A CHRISTIAN TO DO?
Christians have widely divergent opinions on the issue of Halloween.
Some say it is all just innocent fun and others believe it to be an
invitation to evil.  Here are a few basic principles to rely on if you
want to avoid sin and please God.
  
1.  Do not argue with your brother or sister in Christ whose ideas on Halloween
differ from your own.  We are to love one another and tolerate our weaker
brother.  After all, you may yourself be the weaker brother!

2.  By all means, don’t participate in Halloween activities (or any other activities)
if you feel it is wrong in any way.  If you feel convicted but proceed anyway, it
is sin, plain and simple.

3.  Pray!  Study scripture and pray some more.  Ask the Holy Spirit to guide you
and be open to His leading.

4.  Don’t become a spiritual bully.  Your holier-than-thou attitude will drive people
away and your witness will be lost on them.

5.  When in doubt, don’t.

6.  Beware of “legalism.”  The absolutes we find in scripture are well defined and
we never find ourselves in doubt about how God feels about them.  But there
are many “gray areas” in our lives about which we can find no definite scriptural
reference.  It is just these “gray areas” which can lead to stiff-necked legalism.

In the quandary about Christians and Halloween, our biggest
danger doesn’t lie in Halloween participation but in dissensions,
divisions and disruptions within the Body of Christ.  Whatever you
choose to do about Halloween, continue in the agape love of
Jesus for all your fellow believers, no matter how they feel about
the last day of October.
___________________
Hoeppner, Iona, Christian Women’s Webzine–Parenting Issues, Handmaidens, See:
http://ionanet.com/women, October, 1998.
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A HISTORY OF
HALLOWEEN

What was the original pagan holiday 
that is celebrated as Halloween today?  

The seeds of Halloween began over 2000 years ago, before the birth of Christ.
Our modern celebration of Halloween is VERY distantly related to the ancient
Celtic fire festival called Samhain.  (Pronounced “sow-en” rhyming with cow,
because “Mh” in the middle of an Irish word was a “w” sound.)    

The Celts, inhabitants of Britain and Ireland, observed a festival on October 31.
Their festival had nothing to do with the activities of children.  Ancient Druids
(priests to the Celts) who lived in what is now England, France, Scotland and
Wales celebrated the Vigil of Samhain honoring their false god, Samhain, lord of
the dead.  The festival coincided with the Celtic New Year which began on
November 1.  Some scholars say there never was worship of Samhain and that
the term refers to a time of year translated “summer’s end”.  The misconception
seems to have come from a literary work of the 1770's and they insist there is no
evidence of any god or demon named “Samhain”.  

Celts believed that during Samhain it was possible to contact the dead because
the veil between the living and dead was at its thinnest on October 31.  The
dead passed through the barrier and entered the world of the living.  Dead
family members would revisit their earthly homes.  They believed spirits could
torment the living, stealing babies and wreaking havoc on crops and farm
animals.  The Devil, the lord of darkness, was feared but during Samhain, his
power would be called on to foretell the future.  Everything that took place
during this festival was designed to appease their false god and spirits of the
wicked dead.  

Some of today’s traditional Halloween activities copy the type of worship these
ancient people performed.  Stonehenge, the mysterious ancient stone formation
in England, is often the site for bizarre gatherings of occultists, some who believe
they are modern Druids.  Scholars believe that Stonehenge was a Druid religious
site.    
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What is All Saint’s Day and how did it begin?  

Later, the Roman Pantheon was built by Emperor Hadrian in 100 A.D. as a temple
to the goddess Cybele and other Roman deities.  In this center of worship,
Roman pagans prayed for the dead.  Rome was captured and the Pantheon
fell into disrepair.  Emperor Phocas captured Rome and gave the Pantheon to
Pope Boniface IV in 609.  He “Christianized” it, reconsecrated it to the Virgin Mary
and used the temple to pray for the dead.  He also began the unscriptural
teaching of purgatory.  In 834 A.D.  Gregory IV extended the feast for all the
church and it became known as All Saint’s Day, still remembering the dead.

How did the Christian church get involved?  

The Christian church attempted to stop the Druid celebration by offering All
Saint’s Day as a substitute.   As Christianity spread over Europe and the British
Isles, it tried to replace pre-existing pagan cult worship of Apollo, Diana or Ymir,
but to no avail.  Outward forms of such worship disappeared but belief in these
deities did not.  During the Middle Ages the open practice of witchcraft became
popular and is presently enjoying a revival in many countries, including the
United States.  In Germany the occult is considered more prevalent than in the
Middle Ages.  The deistic cults held periodic meetings known as witches
sabbaths and it is the same today with October 31 being of more importance.

In the 700s A.D. the Church decided to combat the pagan festival by replacing
it with a celebration of the Lord of life.  Instead of honoring evil spirits and the
worlds of the dead, the church chose to recognize the saints–or hallowed
ones–who had lived godly lives.  The Church seemed to be saying, “All right, if
you must have a day to celebrate the dead, then celebrate those who died
and are now with the Lord.  November 1 became All Saints’ Day or All Hallow’s
Day.  The evening before was called All Hallows’ Evening.  From that we get the
modern name of Halloween.

How did Halloween become Americanized?   

In 1517, Martin Luther began reforming the Catholic Church.  This upheaval
ended up as the Protestant Church, who didn’t believe in saints.  No saints
meant no All Hallow’s Day.  No All Hallows’ Day meant no Halloween.

In the new world, the settlers were Protestant and Halloween was technically a
Catholic holiday.  These people found ANY celebration immoral, let alone a
Catholic one.  Even celebrating Christmas in the Massachusetts colony was
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illegal, punishable by banishment or death.

After the American Revolution, Halloween still never really caught on in America.
Most of the country was farmland and people were too spread out to share
social occasions very often.  When they did, they looked forward to barn raisings,
quilting bees and taffy pulls.  Eventually, a fall holiday developed called the
Autumn Play Party.  People gathered to tell ghost stories, dance and sing and
feast and light bonfires.  The children staged a school pageant where they
paraded in costumes.  Sound familiar?

By the end of the Civil War, only Episcopalians and Catholics celebrated All
Saints’ Day and Halloween.  Concerned about the celebration dying out, the
two religions began an aggressive campaign to put those two holidays on all
public calendars.  The first year All Saints’ Day and Halloween showed up on the
calendars, the newspapers and magazines made a big deal about it.  Suddenly,
everyone knew about Halloween and began celebrating it by lighting bonfires
and having masquerade parties.

7.4 million Irish immigrants (almost 700 thousand Irish Catholics during the seven
year potato famine alone) also brought Halloween customs to America in the
mid 1800's.  It did not take long for costumes, trick-or-treat, carved pumpkins, etc.
to catch on.  They also brought “tricks” with them involving breaking windows,
overturning sheds and outhouses and placing gates on top of barns.  Even
though the practice of performing a trick (if no treat is given) has gone out of
style, the custom of children going trick-or-treating has become an established
American tradition.  Only recently have parents hesitated to send their children
into the streets because of the rumors of accidents, poisoned food and
dangerous strangers.  

In 1921, Anoka, Minnesota celebrated the first official city wide observation of
Halloween with a pumpkin bowl, a costumed square dance and two parades.
After that, it didn’t take Halloween long to go nationwide.  New York started
celebrating in 1923 and Los Angeles in 1925. 

Despite the dangers of trick-or-treating, Halloween is celebrated more than ever.
In fact, the night is the second most popular party night of the year (December
31 is the most popular) for baby boomer adults.  Many adults look at it as the one
night of the year they can dress up and act foolish.

Most children and adults innocently imitate Celtic customs but darker practices
persist.  Witches and Satanists still consider Halloween to be one of the strongest
times during the year to cast a spell.  Most witchcraft followers participate in a
ritual called “drawing down the moon” on October 31.  The chief witch of the
coven (group of witches) becomes a channel for the moon goddess.  During this
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ritual the participants (male and female) are “sky-clad” or naked.

In America (and other nations) today, evidence shows that some Satanist and
voodoo groups offer sacrifices at this time of year.  Often these sacrifices are
animals but rumors persist that human babies are sacrificed as well.

Witches and other occult followers deny that sacrifices take place and decry
those persistent rumors that their groups are harmful in any way.  They have
demanded the right to worship according to the dictates of their religion just as
other religions do.  It is interesting to note that police department statistics across
the nation show an increase in the discovery of burned out fires and animal
bones on November 1 of each year.
__________________________________
CBN online, Literature & Teaching, “A Christian Perspective on Halloween–Hallowed or
Harmful?”, 1998.

Dauphin County Library System, “A Brief History of Halloween!”, See:
www.dcls.org/holidays/halloween/, 1998.

Hurt, Rob, “The History of Halloween and the Word of God”, Internet site, 1998.

Phillips, Gloria, “Halloween–What It Is From a Christian Perspective”, Bay View Church,
Mobile, AL 36691,   See:  www.webzonecom.com, 1998.
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HALLOWEEN TRADITIONS
Close your eyes and imagine all the things that make up your
celebration of Halloween.  What decorations do you place in your
home?  What kinds of parties do you host or attend?  How do you
celebrate with your children?  What were the Halloween traditions in
the household where you grew up?  

Many people relate to trick or treating, candy, costumes/masks,
bonfires, a full moon circled with flying bats, black cats and Jack-O-
Lanterns.   Did you dress in witch, ghost, skeleton, mummy, zombie,
black cat, goblin or fairy costume?  Few Christians realize that every
single item listed here has its symbolic origin rooted either directly in
the ancient Celtic Samhain Festival or in some other form of occult
worship.  

TRICK OR TREAT
Pranks and mischief began to be played out to represent the mischievous
behavior attributed to witches and the fairies.  One of the basic principles of
witchcraft is to control the will of another by use of fear.  Even in jest, when one
threatens to punish if a treat or offering is not given, they are imitating an occult
practice of controlling the will of another by use of fear.

The tradition of leaving food to please an evil spirit was changed by the poor
who would go around on October 31 begging for food.  The poor would say a
prayer for any members of the family who had died.  This was a European
custom called “souling”.  Beggars would go from village to village begging for
“soul cakes” made out of square pieces of bread with currants.  At the time it
was believed that the dead remained in limbo for a time after death and that
prayer, even by strangers could guarantee a soul’s passage to heaven.  

It was thought that fairies ran free on October 31st.  They weren’t evil and they
weren’t good.  They liked rewarding good deeds and did not like to be crossed.
On Samhain, the fairies disguised themselves as beggars and went door to door
asking for handouts.  Those who gave them food were rewarded.  Those who
slammed the door tended to experience some unpleasantness.
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The phrase “trick or treat” is not Druidic but comes from America in the 1930's.
Until then the custom of playing pranks on Halloween came from Ireland and
Scotland which had a practice called Mischief Night when outhouses were
tipped over and fence gates were unhinged.  People were told with tongue
firmly in cheek that this was the work of “witches” and “goblins”.  That is the trick
part of Halloween.

Jill Pederson Meyer writes that the treat part of Halloween comes from:

“By the turn of the century, Halloween had become an ever more destructive
way to let off steam for crowded and poor urban dwellers.  By the 1920's tricks
had become nasty–with real destruction of property and cruelty to animals and
people.  Neighborhood committees and local city clubs such as the Boy Scouts
then mobilized to organize safe and fun alternatives to vandalism.  School
posters of the time call for a ‘Sane Halloween.’  Good children were
encouraged to go door to door and receive treats from homes and shop
owners, thereby keeping troublemakers away.  By the 1930's these ‘beggar’s
nights’ were enormously popular and being practiced nationwide with the ‘trick
or treat’ greeting widespread from the late 1930's.”

MASQUERADE FOR TRICK OR TREAT
In ancient times people wore masks when disaster struck.  They believed that
demons who brought their troubles could be frightened off by hideous masks.
Dressing in costume seems to come from a much later time and was not limited
to Halloween.  Europeans were fearful at this time of the year.  They believed
cold, envious ghosts were lurking outside their snug and warm winter houses, so
people often wore masks when going out after dark.  

The earliest historic practice included poor folk going from house to house
putting on a simple play or musical performance in return for food and drink.
(This practice was called “mumming”.)  Until 1900 children dressed up as ghosts
and goblins to scare the neighbors but did no trick or treating.  Then people
began to offer treats to the costumed youngsters.

Another way to fake out the spirits was to dress up to look like them.  It was
believed the spirits would leave their own alone or would be frightened away by
a scary mask.  Masks are interesting in that people thought that demons which
brought on natural disasters could be scared away by the masks.  People
involved with witchcraft, voodoo or channeling wore masks as a link to the spirit
world.   
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BONFIRES
Huge bonfires were lit to guide the way of the spirits and used as part of the
Samhain festival in Celtic countries.  It is said that Druids built oddly shaped
baskets and burned alive prisoners of war, criminals and animals.  They believed
that by observing the position of the burned bodies, they could see into the
future.  (Bone + Fire = Bonfire)  Denied by modern nay sayers, still several ancient
authors commented on the gory religious rites of the Druids.   In Ireland, fires in
the villages were allowed to die out.  A large bonfire was lit in the center of town
and sacrifices were thrown in.  From this central bonfire, all the hearths and
fireplaces were relit.  The Scots also believed that they could tell the future by
staring into the bonfire.  

JACK-O-LANTERNS
The first Jack-O-Lanterns were actually
hollowed out turnips with burning coals
inside.   The Irish tale is told of “Stingy
Jack” who tricked the Devil into
changing himself into a sixpence to pay
for a drink.  Before the Devil could
change himself back, Jack trapped him.
The Devil bargained for his freedom by
leaving Jack alone for one year.  During
that time Jack never gave to the poor,
attended church or took his paycheck
home to his wife.  The Devil came back
for Jack the next Halloween and this time
Jack tricked him into leaving him alone
for ten years.  Jack soon died and ended up in hell where the Devil punished him
by making him wander the earth.  He ate a turnip and looked for a place of rest.
The Devil tossed him a live coal from the flames of hell and Jack placed it in his
turnip to find his way.  Since then it is believed to be Jack and his Jack-O-Lantern
roaming the earth for a place to rest whenever ghostly lights are seen in swamp
areas and lonely places.

The pumpkin is a New World plant that never grew in Europe until modern times
so it was not used to make jack-o-lanterns by the Druids  It didn’t take long for
the Irish population in America to switch to hollowed out pumpkins when they
noticed how plentiful and beautiful pumpkins were in America.  The tradition
spread quickly around the world.  
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BATS, BLACK CATS AND THE FULL MOON
BATS:  The bat has great ability to hunt its prey in the dark and has gained the
reputation of having strange, occult power.  The bat has characteristics of both
a bird (a symbol of the soul in the occult) and of a demon (dweller of darkness).
During medieval times, it was believed the Devil turned himself into a bat.  

BLACK CATS:  It was believed that every witch had a cat.
The cat was called a familiar spirit and was often killed along
with a person who was suspected of being a witch.  The
black cat was not originally the only color cat that witches
owned but it soon became known as the witch’s cat.  They
often were considered to be reincarnated beings with the
ability to divine the future.  It was also believed that witches
could turn themselves into black cats.  When such a cat was
seen, it was considered to be a witch in disguise.

THE FULL MOON:   Every full moon is believed by the occult to be a time of extra
power when certain rituals should be performed.  Solar solstices and equinoxes
are celebrated as high, un-holy days as well as a day in February (approaching
spring), April (approaching summer), August (approaching harvest) and the
highest un-holy day of the occult calendar, October 31st (approaching winter).

OCTOBER 31
Why is October 31st so important?  This date was chosen by the Druids as their
New Year’s Day and seems to be the day Satan has tried to declare as his.
Statistics show that more human sacrifices take place in the Western world and
in the United States on this day than on any other.

WITCHES, EVIL SPIRITS AND GOBLINS
Witches are humans who have tapped into demonic power and use that power
against God and against mankind.  Some witches say they are white witches
and perform only good magic but the reality is that all male (warlocks) and
female witches serve Satan as their master.  Groups of witches are called
covens.  Witches were a central symbol of old time Halloween and are warned
about in the scriptural story of The Witch of Endor with whom King Saul consulted
the night before he was killed in battle.  (I Samuel 28:5-25)

Belief in the return of the dead has always been popular.  People who have
scores to settle, revenge to exact or relatives to visit are thought to cause havoc
among the living. Of course, this is frightening and ancient civilizations tried to
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protect themselves from good and evil spirits, fairies and goblins.   

The belief was that spirits of those who had died during that year also gathered
that night, driven out of the bare woods and empty fields.  The spirits returned to
their homes and needed the help of their relatives to cross over to the land of
the dead.  Relatives would hollow out turnips and gourds and use them to carry
the spirits to the proper location.  

THE NUMBER 13
The number 13 has been known as an unlucky number.  Evidently, people first
connected it with the Last Supper of Jesus and his disciples.  There were 13
persons, one of whom was Judas, the traitor.

SCARECROWS, SPIDERS AND SNAKES
Through the years, any symbol which brings fear into the hearts of
people has been used as Halloween symbols.  Scarecrows are
practical mannequins shaped like humans and  used in fields to
keep birds away from the crops.  They are usually stuffed with
straw and hung on a pole.  Spiders are not insects, they are
arachnids and have 8 legs.  Spiders weave beautiful, mysterious
webs in which they trap unsuspecting victims.  Since the Garden
of Eden, snakes have been coupled with evil and sin and fear.  

SKELETONS, SKULLS
The bones of the dead have been alternately worshiped and feared.  Observing
the ominous (almost lifelike) grin of the white skull is enough to frighten most
people.  Bones have been ground into powders and potions for witchcraft’s
magical spells.  Celebration of the dead honored the god of the dead on this
particular night.

Not only human bones are used in occult ceremonies.  Animal sacrifices are
performed, their bones are made into strange arrangements and found in the
woods and in some churchyards every November 1 morning.
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APPLES AND NUTS
Samhain celebrations used nuts and apples as part of their festival.  Young
people roasted nuts in Samhain fires to see which would crack first and tell them
who they would marry.  Apples were considered to have been associated with
female deities and with immortality, resurrection and knowledge.  If an apple is
cut through its equator, it reveals a five pointed star outlined at the center of
each hemisphere.  This was a goddess symbol among the gypsies, Celts,
Egyptians and others.  The person who retrieved an apple with his mouth from
a tub of water assured himself of a lucky year and the first person to bite an
apple would be the first to marry in the coming year.  Peeling an apple in front
of a candle lit mirror was believed to produce the image of one’s future spouse.
Attempting to produce a long unbroken apple peel was said to estimate the
number of years you had to live.  The longer the peel, the longer your life
expectancy.  If you could peel the apple in one piece, the peel had special
power and gave you favor with the spirits.   Some of these customs (like bobbing
for apples) have remained with us, strictly as amusement.

Have you heard this?
Being a Christian is like being a pumpkin:
God lifts you up, takes you in and washes all the dirt off of you.  He opens you up,
touches you deep inside and scoops out all the yucky stuff–including the seeds
of doubt, hate, greed.  Then He carves you a new smiling face and puts His light
inside you to shine for all the world to see.

Just a thought from Craig E. Galik, Duquesne, PA Our Sunday Visitor:
You can cut open a pumpkin and put a candle in it to shed some light and
people will smile.  But heaven forbid if they will smile at a stranger.  Isn’t it time for
more people to open up, be more friendly to strangers and be a light to the
world?  Wouldn’t it be nice to see pumpkin-sized smiles on human beings?
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SO, WHAT’S A CHRISTIAN TO DO?
Since I became a Christian...I have been to the poles on the
Halloween issue.  I am certain you have heard of them if you have
not traveled there yourself.  At one end of the spectrum is this:
Halloween is the most dangerous day of the year–when Satanists and
witches snatch children off the streets and sacrifice them in Satan’s
name.  At the other end of the spectrum is the belief that Halloween
is nothing but a secular time of fun and games–an excuse for kids to
dress up and overload on candy. 
                      –Kevin L. Baker,   “Halloween: Holy Or Unholy?”, October 25, 1998

It is tempting to form an opinion based on emotion rather than making an
intelligent inquiry into an issue, researching it and studying the Bible.   When a
Christian believer tries to make the holiday acceptable or changes the
celebration to fit the needs of the faithful, they are harshly judged and the
Christian critic walks away feeling very holy thanking God they are not like the
rest of those “sinners” out there.

Saying that, we must realize that living in this world must by the very nature of sin
be approached  with great care.  There is nothing–absolutely nothing–Christian
about Halloween and we must do all we can to understand its’ origins, purposes
and effects on the lives of other believers–especially children.

Few people who celebrate Halloween today ever think about the history and
darkness  surrounding the practice of the holiday.   Parents enjoy costuming their
children for parties and trick or treating.   Giving small treats to community
children is inexpensive and affords the opportunity for families to mingle with
neighbors in a lighthearted celebration.  Children love the practice of
pretending to be someone else–scary, famous,  cute or animal-like.  Of course
the gift of candy is a big draw for the kids.  Eyes grow round at the sight of all
those goodies at the bottom of their bags.  Merchants look forward to
Halloween.  The sale of candy, costumes, decorations and party goods make
the holiday one of the major retail seasons of the year. In fact, 1997-98 marketing
statistics show the sale of outdoor Halloween decorations rivaling the sale of
outdoor Christmas decorations.  In 1999, Americans spent approximately $1.9
billion on Halloween candy.   By 2006 the sales figures for Halloween reached $4
billion.
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DOES THE BIBLE SPEAK TO THIS ISSUE?
1.  What may not hurt you may hurt others.
Paul said it wouldn’t harm a Christian to eat meat sacrificed to an idol.  These
were not real gods.  There was no power in them.  Paul would probably say to
today’s Christians, “You are not prohibited from dressing in costumes, trick or
treating or going to Halloween parties.  After all, ‘We know that an idol is nothing
at all in the world and that there is no God but one” (I Corinthians 8:4).

Paul added a little aside, however, that gives us pause.  He said that by doing what the
believer was free in the Lord to do, the believer may be distressing another believer who
doesn’t realize he has this freedom.  “Be careful, however, that the exercise of your
freedom does not become a stumbling block to the weak” (I Corinthians 8:9).  The weak
ones would be those who still had problems with the idea of eating the food sacrificed
to idols.

Are we exposing our children to typically American influences through television,
movies, in school and at play to occult practices covered up in traditional
Halloween fun?  We adults may understand that we are making fun of witches
and goblins but the children may not quite get the joke.  Teens, who traditionally
engage in rebellion, get involved in real life witchcraft and the occult after
watching movies, playing games and copying popular music stars.

2.  Some permissible things may hinder your Christian growth.
“...throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let
us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.  Let us fix our eyes on Jesus”
(Hebrews 12:1-2).

This is one night of the year most eyes are NOT fixed on Jesus but on a darker
image.  The Christian’s “race” leads him to eternal life, to a joy that has no
shadow.  Should we really be focusing on the devil, witches and other dark
beings, even for one night?

3.  God says, “Don’t imitate evil!”
“When you enter the land the Lord your God is giving you, do not learn to imitate
the detestable ways of the nations there.  Let no one be found among you
who...practices divination or sorcery, interprets omens, engages in witchcraft ,
or casts spells, or who is a medium, or spiritist or who consults the dead?
(Deuteronomy 18:9-11).

If our children dress as witches and sorcerers, if we hang decorative ghosts in our
windows, if we entertain with tales of ghouls and haunted houses–what are we doing
but imitating evil?  We must make it clear as Christians that witches and evil spirits are
not funny and are not harmless.
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WORDS FROM THE BIBLE 
Every good and perfect gift cometh from the
Father above.                                 James 1:17 KJV

Prove all things, hold fast that which is good....”  
                                                        I Thes. 5:21 KJV

And do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that
you may prove what is that good and acceptable
and perfect will of God.”         Romans 12:2 NKJV

To whom much is given much is required.                                              Luke 12:48

There is no fear in love...but perfect love casteth out all fear....because fear hath
torment.  He that feareth is not made perfect in love.                         I John 4:18

When you come into the land which Yahweh your God is giving you, you shall
not learn to follow the abominations of the nations.  There shall not be found
among you anyone who makes his son or his daughter pass through the fire, or
one who practices witchcraft, or a soothsayer, or one who interprets omens, or
a sorcerer–Or one who conjures spells or a medium or a spiritist or one who calls
up the dead–For all who do these things are an abomination to Yahweh, and
because of these abominations Yahweh your God drives them out from before
you.”                                                                                         Deuteronomy 18:9-12

I will try to walk a blameless path, but how I need Your help.  Especially in my
own home where I long to act as I should.                                          Psalm 101:2

I will instruct you and teach you in the way which you should go.  I will guide you
with Mine eye.                                                                                           Psalm 32:8 

For God has not given us a spirit of fear but of power and of love and of a sound
mind.                                                                                                        II Timothy 1:7

Hear, O Israel, ye approach this day unto battle against your enemies; let not
your hearts faint, fear not and do not tremble, neither be ye terrified because of
them; For the LORD your God is He that goeth with you, to fight for you against
your enemies, to save you.                                        Deuteronomy 20:3-4



20ALL RIGHTS RESERVED                                              COPYRIGHT ELLEN S. BUNNELL, 1999, 2007                            BRADFORD, PA

The Lord is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble; and he knoweth them that
trust in him.                                                                                                  Nahum 1:7

Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh
about, seeking whom he may devour.                                      I Peter 5:8

When men tell you to consult mediums and spiritists, who whisper and mutter,
should not a people inquire of their God?  Why consult the dead on behalf of
the living?                                                                                             Isaiah 8:19 NIV

Do not turn to mediums or seek out spiritists, for you will be defiled by them.  I am
the LORD your God.                                                                     Leviticus 19:31 NIV

Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live.                Exodus 22:18 

Saul died because he was unfaithful to the LORD; he did
not keep the word of the LORD and even consulted a
medium for guidance, and did not inquire of the LORD.  So
the LORD put him to death and turned the kingdom over
to David son of Jesse.                     I Chronicles 10:13-14 NIV

Light has no fellowship with darkness.                II Cor. 6:14
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HALLOWEEN ALTERNATIVES
Christians have been meditating long and hard about the
celebration of Halloween.  Churches and communities have
experimented with a variety of options, some have worked very well
and others have fizzled.  Here is a listing of options to consider.  These
ideas have come from all over the United States, many church
denominations, several communities, various experts and some
families.

1.  Continue to celebrate the harmless traditions of Halloween and eliminate
occult references, decorations and dark costumes.

2.  Halloween is another day the Lord has made for us to rejoice and be glad in
(Psalm 118:24).  Why not do this in the face of a dark pagan holiday?  Do this by
hosting Harvest Parties and Hallelujah Parties.  Costumes that celebrate biblical
characters or historical Christian figures are a noble way to promote the victory
of the righteous in a culture. (Avoid traditional symbols of death and witchcraft.)

3.  Celebrate All Saints Day.  Build an awareness of church history and family
history. We are often uncomfortable honoring saints.  There may be fear that the
honor will cross over into worship or prayer to saints.  We are to worship and pray
to no one but God.  This tip from CBN online may provide insight into this special
alternative:

...there is a good biblical basis for looking to those who have faithfully followed God in
the past:  Hebrews 11 has a roll call of believers who have set examples for us.  But in his
letter to the Corinthians, Paul makes it abundantly clear that he and other saints are
only servants–men and women like ourselves who are following God.  And it is God and
God alone to whom we look in our worship and prayers.

But with nearly 2000 years of church history, we can well remember many faithful
believers whose lives can encourage us in our walk with the Lord.  That can
include not only famous figures from the church’s history, but also the saints we
have known personally–people in our own family and in our own church who are
now with the Lord.  While the Celts trembled at the thought of their departed kin
returning on Samhain, we can celebrate Halloween and All Saints Day by joyfully
recalling our own departed saints.  (Christians from many Protestant traditions
may want to recall that October 31 is also Reformation Day, celebrating Martin
Luther’s beginning the Reformation by posting his “Ninety-five Theses” on the
church door.)
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4.  Hold a Bible study on the subject of the occult and witchcraft.  Use the
material found in this Halloween Handbook as a foundation for information.  End
the study with a small celebration of faith in Christ.  Include good food, Christian
music, games and Christian friends.

5.  Use trick or treating as an opportunity to place a respectful pamphlet in with
the candy you give.  One woman uses the opportunity in a big way by
attaching a child’s tract (with a rubber band) to the BIGGEST box of Cracker
Jacks she can find.  Kids come from all over the city to visit her home!  The tracts
are not found littering the sidewalk later.  Just think, we don’t have to evangelize
door to door–they come to our door!

6.  Have a worship service or prayer meeting on Halloween to celebrate Christ’s
victory in the world.

7.  Some churches have Trunk or Treat parties in which members park their cars
in the church parking lot, distribute treats from the trunks of their cars and invite
the children into the church hall for a Christian party.

8.  Some churches host parties for their families.  Costumes are allowed but
expected to be appropriate for a Christian environment.

9.  A relatively new tradition is to provide a type of horror house promoting public
awareness of conservative Christian concerns.  In Arvida, CO the Abundant Life
Christian Center built a  house for Halloween 1997.  It includes simulations of: a
bloody abortion in progress, a ritual human sacrifice by a Satanic cult, a teen
committing suicide, the funeral of a homosexual AIDS victim, a live action scene
of a date rape, drunken teens after a fatal car accident.

10.  One woman writes, “We believe that October 31st (just as every other day
of the year) is the day that the LORD has made (Psalm 118:24).  Why should we,
as Christians, run and hide or try to act like Halloween doesn’t exist.  I John 4:4
tells us, ‘You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because
the One who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.’  Why not turn
the day into an opportunity to share the love of Christ with the unsaved, give our
children something wholesome to do and keep unchurched children safe?  Our
church sponsors “Hallelujah Night” and has a Fall Festival with booths for games,
activities, food and bags of candy for the children.  Tickets are sold for a nominal
price.  Not only do the church’s children have wholesome activities for the
evening, but neighborhood children are welcome to come in as well and are
kept from the possible dangers of the night. The children are encouraged to
dress up, but not as witches and demons, rather as Bible characters or animals
(from Noah’s Ark).”
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11.  Some churches rent out skating rinks or bowling alleys.  Although this does
not reach out to the unchurched, children are still given an alternative and Mom
and Dad don’t have to listen to the doorbell ringing.

12.  Another person writes, “I remember when I was a child, my Dad used to
board up the windows in our walk-out basement and my Mom, Dad, sister and
I would have a family game night.  We didn’t play board games such as
Monopoly, rather we got unique ideas from game books and the like.  I don’t
remember every game we played, but I do remember thinking it was better than
any trick or treating I had ever done before my parents felt convicted to have
us stop celebrating Halloween.”

13.  We sponsor a church Harvest Celebration.  The children dress up in costumes
(no occult themes).  We walk from booth to booth where they have games that
are constructed by the church people.  They spend a couple of weeks preparing
for it and building the booths and it’s a lot of fun.  It’s fun for the whole family.
Your kids’ pictures are taken on a bale of hay and when you go from booth to
booth, each one gives the children some candy or something and they can fill
their bags.  You get all the good stuff in a very wholesome environment.

14.  Gather together at the church for a pot luck dinner and a praise service.
Sing contemporary choruses and celebrate each other.  End the evening with
a dessert buffet.

15.  In 1991, a Fellowship of Merry Christians (FMC) member proposed to FMC
that it help “rescue Halloween from its increasingly ugly and violent tone.”  She
suggested that clowns, comedians and humorists be brought into Halloween
festivities.  Taking up her suggestion, the Fellowship of Merry Christians and its
sister organization, the clowns of Smiles Unlimited, combined forces to bring
some holy humor into Halloween and give youngsters some alternatives to the
usual parade of monsters, vampires, devils, witches and goblins.

From a list of about 9000 clowns nationwide, Smiles Unlimited provides to
churches, upon request, the names and addresses of clowns in a church’s city
or area.  Churches increasingly are sponsoring parties for children on Halloween
night. 
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HALLELUJAH 
NIGHT

PARTY 
PLANNER



25ALL RIGHTS RESERVED                                              COPYRIGHT ELLEN S. BUNNELL, 1999, 2007                            BRADFORD, PA

HALLELUJAH NIGHT
Create a fall harvest festival for the children at your church.   Use
ideas in this party planner and add more games as desired. 
Capture the imaginations of families in your community.  Adapt
Hallelujah Night to your local church situation.  Use local talent,
events, favorite foods, an abundance of music and fun.  Christian
families deserve a celebration that elevates the high standard of life
which is God’s plan for us.  Present this party with enthusiasm and a
spirit of fun and watch neighborhood families flock to your church.

Hallelujah Night Festival is similar to a carnival.  Decorated game booths
line the walls, a food café is set up, separate rooms serve as craft, video
and story areas.  Visitors travel at their own pace to each area during a
two hour festival period.  Prizes are awarded generously and everyone
leaves with a full “goodie” bag of treats.

Appoint adults and teens to greet the visitors and roam Hallelujah Night
Festival for photo opportunities.  Visitors may dress as their favorite Bible
person or Ark Animal.  It may be desirable to skip costuming altogether.

Play upbeat Christian music as the visitors tour the areas, play games and
enjoy the harvest atmosphere.  

Decorate using the ideas provided or make the church look festive in your
own special way.  Bright colors are fun to work with and fun for the visitors
to see when they arrive.  Design your festival simply and colorfully and
watch the crowd “light up”.

Begin the party outside the door and fill every space with fun things.
Create interest with signs pointing the way and party hosts who assist the
crowd as they travel through the activities.  An Open House atmosphere
relaxes the group, visitors work their way through the activities at their own
pace and then everyone can eat when they are ready.  Visitors leave the
party when they have experienced everything that interests them.
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TIPS FOR THE HALLELUJAH NIGHT 
PARTY DIRECTOR

“I am of the opinion that my life belongs to the community, and as
long as I live, it is my privilege to do for it whatever I can.  I want to be
thoroughly used up when I die, for the harder I work, the more I live.
Life is no ‘brief candle’ to me.  It is a sort of splendid torch which I
have got hold of for a moment, and I want to make it burn as brightly
as possible before handing it on to future generations.”                    
                                                                –George Bernard Shaw

Yes, you can produce this HALLELUJAH NIGHT PARTY and not lose your mind, your
faith, your family or your standing in the community!  Being the Party Director
means coordinating the efforts of many people.  There must be a core of
dedicated workers who commit themselves to party preparations.

Do not try to plan, prepare, cook and run the entire show!  That is not fair to you
or to the church.  Everyone needs a bit of responsibility.  Begin party discussions
by making a firm decision to include many leaders in all work areas.

Some planning is best completed by the Party Director and a small committee.
Choose the staff, plan publicity and decide on a budget and funding.  Read the
suggestions in this workbook and adapt the activities to fit your needs.  Change
or omit activities which cannot be done safely in your church building.  Add
events if local people or groups are willing to participate.

COSTUME: Have fun dressing in costume.  Choose a Bible character or Bible
animal and let the visitors guess which Bible story you represent.

PRACTICE A POSITIVE APPROACH: Statements like “We can’t do it”, “We
never did it this way”, “There’s no money”, or “No one will participate” have no
place in this program.  If the director’s attitude is right, even the grouchiest saint
responds cheerfully.
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PRAY: Pray for the staff, the visitors and the set up.  Take each detail before the
Lord and then–RELAX!

PLAN: Read this workbook and note areas requiring special attention.  List
details you will handle personally.  Meet with the staff.

ADAPT:  If changes are necessary, complete them during preliminary planning
to avoid confusion.

SET UP: Give the staff adequate time to set up their booths or activities.
Decorate in the days prior to HALLELUJAH NIGHT making sure that everything is
in place on party day.

CLEAN UP: When the party is over, clean up begins.  HALLELUJAH NIGHT is not
complete until the church is in perfect order.  Encourage staff to remove their
props immediately.  Stay to help.
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CHOOSING 
A HALLELUJAH NIGHT CREW

Choose reliable people to help throughout the entire  process.
Recruit  each person personally, explaining exactly what they will be
expected to do.  List names and telephone numbers on and check
on progress in the days before the party.

DECORATION: Ask a crew of people to be responsible for decorating the
HALLELUJAH NIGHT PARTY area.  They will make or purchase, beg or borrow fall
decorations to make the church look special.  Allow them to choose a time
before the party to do the decorating.

This team sets up tables and chairs, special equipment and oversees removal of
large items.  This is a great task for men and teen guys who can make short work
of a heavy job.  After the party, this crew returns all equipment to its original spot.

GAME BOOTHS: Ask a variety of people to organize and run game booths.
Tell each person which game they will handle, supplies needed and personal
schedule.  If a helper is needed, give the leader the opportunity to choose one.
The booths will be the total responsibility of these people.  They set up everything
involved with the game and stay with it throughout the party.

FOOD CAFÉ: A separate team is responsible for the food area.  They choose
a menu, purchase food, cook, serve and clean up.

STORY OR VIDEO CORNER: Ask one person to be the Story Teller.  Provide
a story/video and a separate room.  Place a large sign and “next show” times
outside the room to assist visitors.

CRAFT CORNER: A group of craft people will provide a variety of small craft
projects that children can complete within a few minutes.  A craft area must be
outfitted with tables, chairs, craft supplies and assistants.
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MASCOT CHARACTERS:  Ask costumed people to wander through the party
area, greeting people with hugs and having their pictures taken.  Costumes may
include Bible characters, Bible animals or inanimate objects like wrapped gifts,
plants, flowers, etc.  Have fun with this one!

STUMP THE PASTOR: One popular booth is “Stump the Pastor and Win a
Prize!”  The pastor stations himself in one area and Bible costumed visitors visit
him.  He tries to guess which Bible story their costume represents.  They must give
him one clue if he asks.  When he is stumped, the visitor wins a prize from the
pastor’s basket.  (Be generous!  Everyone gets something from Pastor!)

PHOTOGRAPHER: This is an option to create fond memories.  Ask someone
to dress in costume and take instant pictures of children and/or families.  Cost for
the service: $1.00 per print.

PRIZE CREW: Ask people to be responsible for providing small prize gifts and
candy.  One inexpensive yet high quality company for prizes is ORIENTAL
TRADING COMPANY, Omaha, NE 68103.  Call 1-800-228-2269 for a free catalog.

CLEAN UP CREW: Each crew member is responsible to clean their area but
ask a few people to be on this crew for general jobs when the party is over.  

MISCELLANEOUS JOBS:  Assign tasks as needed.  Decide what tasks must
be done and be sure that job is covered long before party day.  Once the
assignments are given, trust the crews to do them.  Check in once in awhile to
be sure they are on track.  

TELL THE CREW WHEN TO SET UP 
AND WHEN THEY SHOULD ARRIVE 

ON PARTY DAY.  

COMMUNICATE!  COMMUNICATE!  COMMUNICATE!
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PUBLICITY
Publicity is vital to this event.  Be clear and concise. 

People must know WHAT is going on
 and WHEN it will be occurring.

CHURCH BULLETIN: Include announcements for at least three Sundays prior
to HALLELUJAH NIGHT.  Use the opportunity to ask for candy and prize donations.

CHURCH NEWSLETTER: Prink quick, catchy announcements in the church’s
monthly newsletter.  Include day, date and time.  Ask for donations.

LOCAL NEWSPAPERS: Send an article several weeks before HALLELUJAH
NIGHT to insure publication at the time desired.  Purchase a small advertisement
for greater visibility.

LOCAL TELEVISION/RADIO: If your town has a televised communication
channel for printed announcements, use it to announce the party.  Place a
public announcement on local radio stations.

SIGNS AND POSTERS: These are the most common forms of publicity.  Attach
tear off sheets stating basic information.

CHURCH SIGN: Place a large sign at the church:  HALLELUJAH NIGHT PARTY,
OCTOBER 31, 6:00 P.M.-8:00 P.M.  COME ONE–COME ALL!  Place small flags,
streamers, balloons, pumpkins, hay bales and vegetable baskets near the sign.

FLYERS: Send flyers home with Sunday School,
Youth Group and Kids Club members.  Prepare the
flyers about two weeks before HALLELUJAH NIGHT.
Include date, time and costuming expectations.
Explain how the party will be organized and the
costs involved.

BULLETIN BOARD: Design a HALLELUJAH NIGHT
bulletin board in a well traveled area of the church.
A large construction paper pumpkin with all
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pertinent information works well.

COSTUMES
Instead of traditional Halloween costumes, encourage everyone
to dress as their favorite Bible character.  Some good ideas are:
Adam and Eve, Moses, Noah, Jacob pretending to be Esau, Ruth,
Sarah, Mary, Hannah with baby Samuel, Samson and Delilah,
David, Goliath, Jesus, Peter, Paul or John the Baptist.

Ask the pastor to participate in STUMP THE PASTOR AND WIN A PRIZE.  Visitors
visit his booth and he tries to guess which story they represent.  They must give
him one clue if he asks.  If he is wrong, he gives a prize from his basket.  This is
a lot of fun if the pastor enjoys the people as they approach him.  

If costume judging is part of the party, plan to judge all costumes at the
beginning of the party.  Gather everyone in costume and ask two impartial

adults to be the judges.  Some interesting categories are:  
MOST AUTHENTIC

SILLIEST
PRETTIEST
UGLIEST

BIBLE PERSON WE WOULD MOST LIKE TO MEET
CRAZIEST CHARACTER

MOST RECOGNIZABLE BIBLE STORY

Give small prizes to each winner.  Prizes can be candy bars, dollar bills, plastic
toys, book markers or coupons for free pizza and pop.

This party works well without costumes.  If your church
would like to eliminate costuming, announce that no
costumes are to be worn.  Communicate well so no one is
embarrassed by arriving in full costume.
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DECORATION

Make HALLELUJAH NIGHT highly visual with colorful
decorations made and borrowed from family and friends.  

Decorate with pumpkins, corn, corn stalks, apples, hay bales,
lanterns, colorful leaves and any other harvest type item.  Place large
potted fall flowers on the floor between some of the booths.

Keep it simple.  Do not spend a lot of money for decoration.
Wonderful things can be done with orange and yellow balloons and
fall colored crepe paper streamers.  

Draw large pictures of candy corn on white poster board and print
the names of each booth and event area on them.  For extra
emphasis, add glitter to each sign.

Scatter fallen leaves on the floor.  Draw leaves on construction paper
or use real leaves.

USE ITEMS ON HAND.  
ASK FAMILIES TO CONTRIBUTE 

 UNIQUE DECORATIONS.
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HALLELUJAH CAFÉ
It wouldn’t be a party without great food!  Assign a food
committee to design a fun menu that will be a delicious
addition to HALLELUJAH NIGHT events.

CAFÉ  AREA: Make a snack café some distance from game area.  Adults may
want to relax, talk to friends and drink coffee while children play the games.
Arrange the café close to the kitchen for easy serving, garbage disposal and
clean up.

TABLES AND CHAIRS: Use church tables or borrow card tables and set them
up to resemble a small sidewalk café.

DECORATIONS: Make simple table centerpieces.  Potted mums, candles and
flowers, real fall leaves, ceramic figures, pumpkins and other vegetables.
Feature oranges, yellows, greens and reds–traditional fall colors.

SERVING: Arrange the food so that patrons  serve themselves instead of being
served at their table.  Post menu choices near the serving area and ask folks
what they want when they reach the kitchen after standing in line.  Place one
person in charge of changing place mats or table covers and clean the table
for the next group.

COST: Decide if snacks will be part of the party or if a fee must be charged to
cover the cost of food.  If there is a cost, be sure to publicize it well so no children
are disappointed if they do not bring money to eat.  

CLEAN UP: Place large trash containers in the area so people will be more
inclined to toss their own plates and leftover food.  
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MENU IDEAS
Keep the menu simple.  Do not offer a large variety of foods.
Choose several basics and a choice of beverage.  Here are
specific menu suggestions to get your creative minds going!

COOKIES: Ask for donations of a large variety of cookies.  These may be
served on large platters at a serving table.  Decorated cookies are especially
festive–pumpkin faces look great!

SANDWICHES: Make two or three types of sandwiches and place them in
sandwich bags so they do not dry out before serving.  Ham salad, chicken salad,
egg salad, bologna and peanut butter and jelly are traditional favorites.

POTATO CHIPS/POPCORN: If serving lunch type items, place bowls  on the
center of each table.  

HOT DOGS: Serve hot dogs on buns with ketchup, mustard, shredded cheese,
chili and onions as topping choices.

SALAD: Serve a variety of jello salads.  Be sure to provide plain jello for children
who don’t like fruity additions to their favorite jello flavor.

SALAD LUNCH: Ask for donations of salads.  Keep in mind–these are kids.  The
salads must be simple, fun and tasty.  OR–place all the salad ingredients on a
table and allow everyone to make their own.

PIZZA: Purchase pizza from a local shop and have it delivered.  If making
homemade pizza, ask for lots of help and ingredients.  (Everyone LOVES
homemade pizza!)

DESSERT: Pumpkin pie, ice cream, popsicles, cakes, cookies.

BEVERAGES: Soda pop, kool-aid, milk, coffee, tea and punch.  Don’t forget
the milk and sugar for coffee and tea!
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HALLELUJAH CAFÉ 
WORKSHEET

TELEPHONE NUMBERS OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS:

KITCHEN HELPERS DURING PARTY:

VOLUNTEER SHOPPERS FOR FOOD:

VOLUNTEER BAKERS AND COOKS:

CLEAN UP CREW:

MENU AND PRICES (IF PEOPLE WILL BE CHARGED):

FOOD DONATIONS (PEOPLE AND PHONE NUMBERS):

SHOPPING LISTS FOR SUPPLIES:
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PRIZES
Nothing puts stars into the eyes of children more than knowing
they have the opportunity to win prizes.  Even if the prizes are
small tokens of affection, they become treasured objects in
dresser drawers and toy boxes across the community.

ASK THESE QUESTIONS: 
                        Will the children be given a prize for each game they play?
     
                     Will the children have to win the game using a specific skill?
     
                      Will the children play their choice of games as many times as 
                                 they desire and keep winning prizes or will there be a           
                                 limit?
     
                       How will the children carry their prizes around the party area?
     
                       Do you prefer a prepacked prize package given to each child    
                              at  the end of the party?

The prizes should be simple and inexpensive.  Avoid GRAND prizes for just a few
children.  It isn’t necessary.  Everyone receiving the same small gifts make the
game process more fun and less competitive.  Leftover prizes may be used at a
Sunday School contest or as birthday gifts later in the year.

It is inevitable that children will repeat certain games.  Plan on it.  If you have
designated specific prizes at each game, let them win each time they play.  

PRIZE PACKAGES: It may be preferable to allow children to play any and all games as many
times as they want with NO prizes awarded at the game booth.  If so, assure them that a
HALLELUJAH NIGHT PRIZE PACKAGE awaits them when they leave the party to reward
them for their skills.

Purchase a variety of items to place in a brightly decorated bag.  Be generous!  Fill the bag to
the top!  This may be a replacement for neighborhood trick or treating and is also an
opportunity for the church to model fun giving to the community.
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GENTLE PRIZE WARNINGS: Provide separate prize packages for children under the age of 5. 
Fill their bags with safe toys and soft candies that will not harm the child.  

Recently, it has been discovered that some children experience serious reactions to food
products containing peanuts.  Choose candy that is peanut-free as a precaution.  If there are
children who have diabetes, consider preparing a few prize packages with sugar free treats.

PRIZE SUGGESTIONS: Here are a few suggestions that may help when choosing the right
prizes for HALLELUJAH NIGHT.

                              Friendship bracelets                           Key chains
                              Zipper pulls                                         Erasers
                              Yo-yo’s                                                Pencils
                               Pens                            Pencil toppers
                               Note pads                                           Fancy straws
                              Tooth brushes                                    Plastic cups
                               Sun glasses                                         Shoe laces
                               Flash lights                                         Whistles
                               Games                                                Toy cars
                               Balls                                                     Large pins/badges
                               Combs                                                 Balloons
                                Banks                                                  Kites
                                Small stuffed animals                         Vinyl figures
                                Rings                                                    Inflatable toys
                                                                       CANDY!  

Prepare a number of coupons good for one can of pop, 25 cents off a piece of pizza at
HALLELUJAH CAFÉ, one free piece of pizza, candy bar or anything available at the café.

Ask local business to contribute food coupons as advertising for themselves and painless
prizes for you.

Use ORIENTAL TRADING CATALOG to choose fun party prizes 
at  great prices.  

Call for your catalog: 1-800-228-2269.
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GAMES GALORE!

There are many possibilities for fun games at HALLELUJAH NIGHT.  Use the suggestions in
this handbook or design your own favorite games.  The goal is to create excitement and have
fun.  Where the game is a familiar traditional activity or a unique activity created for this
party, the children will enjoy it if the leaders are having a wonderful time directing the events. 

Plan eight to ten game booths and spread them out so children are not crowded when waiting
in line.  Allow people to play the same game as many times as they desire but establish one
rule: Play once and go to the back of the line to allow everyone an opportunity to play.

BOBBING FOR APPLES
SUPPLIES: Large tub, water, apples, plastic drop cloth, old cloth towels, paper towels.

Float lots of apples in the tub.  Child must kneel beside the tub with hands behind the back
and go after one apple with their teeth.  Any captured apple is theirs to keep.  Players will get
wet so offer towels.  Paper towels may be desirable for sanitary reasons.  Set up a trash can
for paper towel disposal.

BEAN BAG TOSS
SUPPLIES: Large wooden/cardboard target with several holes cut in middle.  Print number of
points to be earned under each hole.  Paint the target to resemble a pumpkin or scarecrow
face.  Bean bags (6-8-10 or as many as desired).

Players gets three bean bags to toss at the target.  If the bag goes through the hold, player is a
winner.  Prizes may be awarded according to number of points earned.

SQUIRT!
SUPPLIES: One willing leader (Preacher, Youth Director, Sunday School Teacher, etc.),
barrier with hole for head, shower cap, squirt guns (several guns insure swift refills), buckets
of clean water, plastic drop cloths to protect the floor.

If the weather is nice, this game can be played outdoors to save floor washing.  Player
attempts to squirt the leader in the face.  The distance of the squirt will make this challenging. 
Place a foul line so children know where to stand to squirt.  For fun, allow two or three
children to squirt at the same time.

BUCKETS AND BALLS
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SUPPLIES: Six child sand buckets numbered 1-6, six ping pong balls, variety of small prizes.

Line the buckets single file.  Player stands at one end of the line of buckets behind a goal line
(make it very close).  They must toss the first ball into bucket #1.  If they succeed, they
continue to bucket #2 and so on until they reach bucket #6.  Once they miss, they receive a
small prize according to which bucket they reached and the game is over for them.

TIC TAC TOE
SUPPLIES: Large game board painted on plywood and laid flat on the floor, 12 bean bags in
two colors of six each.

Two players toss their colored bags at the game board from behind a line.  They must try to
get 3 in a row.  If their bag is tossed off by opposite player, they lose that spot.  If no one
wins, no prize.  Winner only receives a small prize.

BINGO
SUPPLIES: Bingo game with tokens.

Set up a Bingo table at one end of the room.  Players may play with one or more cards.  Add
players as space allows.  After 3 games, players must leave and allow space for new players.

PIN THE NOSE ON THE PUMPKIN
SUPPLIES: Large pumpkin sign attached to wall, triangle noses for each player, blindfolds.

Spin the blindfolded player three times and aim them at the pumpkin. All efforts should be
rewarded with a prize.  If desired, draw concentric circles on the board and reward efforts by
the circle players land in.

FISHING GAME
SUPPLIES: Balloon stick fishing poles, twin or string fishing line, magnet strips glued to end
of line, large tub, poster board homemade fish with paper clips attached to each nose, prize
box.

Players are given a fishing pole.  The fish for a fish.  Once caught, it is given to the leader
who allows them to “fish” for a prize from a box with a hole in the top.  They may reach into
the box and pick a small prize.

GUESSING JARS
SUPPLIES: Several jars filled with candy, prizes, combination of candy and prizes, guess
lists, pencils.  

Line up the jars on a table.  Players write their name on the list closest to the guessing jar. 
Next to their name they write the number of items they feel are in the jar.  Closest guess wins
the jar and the items in it at the end of the party.
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PUTT PUTT GOLF
SUPPLIES: One golf club putter, three golf balls, three plastic cups.

Lay three cups, side by side in the game area.  Players gets three tries to put a ball in one of
the cups from behind the line.

THREE STRIKES YOU’RE OUT!
SUPPLIES: One large pillowcase, eight large cardboard circles painted brightly and printed
separately with S-A-I-N-T-X-X-X.  

Students reach in the pillowcase and pull a cardboard circle.  If they get a letter, they place it
on the wall in the correct order and pull another circle.  If they get all the SAINT letters
before pulling the 3 X’s, they win.  Once they get 3 strikes, they are out.  Spell SAINT and
win a prize!  (It’s fun if you have a large bell, whistle or “ooga” horn from a bicycle.  When
an X is pulled from the case, make a big deal out of it and blow the horn!)

TIP OVER
SUPPLIES: 3-2 liter empty soda bottles, ping pong balls or nerf balls, card table.

Students have three tosses to knock over the empty pop bottles for a prize.  Three separate
prizes may be offered for knocking 1-2 or 3 bottles over successfully.

PUMPKIN BOWLING
SUPPLIES: 10 empty 2 liter soda bottles, several small pumpkins.

Players bowl using the small pumpkins as balls.

BALLOON BOUNCE
SUPPLIES: large balloons blown up and stored in large trash bags, kitchen timer.

Players must keep bouncing a balloon in the air while someone counts the number of bounces. 
Set a timer to one minute to limit the bouncing actions.  Counting stops at the end of one
minute or when the balloon hits the ground.  Award prizes according to how many bounces
are counted.  (1-5=candy, 6-10=book mark, 11+ friendship bracelet–you choose the numbers
and prize options.)
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RING FLING
With scissors, cut out the middle sections of strong paper plates so all that remains is the outer
circular edge of the plates–these are the rings!  Decorate the rings with bright colors and
stickers.  Set up tall household objects on the floor (candles, candlesticks, tall bottles, glasses,
etc.)  Set up a throwing line.  Each player must stay behind the line and toss a ring around the
object or land as close to one as possible.    Three tosses each for one player to win a prize for
ringing at least one object.

THE BALLOONY-SPOONY RACE
Players line up at the staring line and race to the finish line.  They need to balance a blown up
balloon on a spoon while they carefully creep toward the end.  Racers start over if their
balloon drops and they cannot hold onto their balloon with their hands or use their hands to
recapture stray balloons–they can only use their spoons.  Players may race each other or race
alone and be timed.

FACE PAINTING
Have two or three people seated at a separate booth to paint small pictures on the cheeks of
children who want one.  Keep the pictures simple.  Children usually love this event so plan on
having a busy spot–at least until everyone has been “painted”.  

There are many more games that children enjoy.  Design your own booths
remembering to decorate each booth with bright colors and keeping safety in
mind.  Have fun as the booth  “barker”.  Encourage visitors to play your
special game and shout for them as they play.  Encourage audience applause
as folks pass by and keep up a steady patter of joking and teasing.
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STORY/VIDEO ACTIVITY ROOM

Choose a room with a door.  Make a cardboard clock with hands showing what
time the next story will start so children do not interrupt the story. No one will
be admitted until the next showing.

VIDEO: Present short Christian videos. 15 minute cartoons or Bible stories or music videos
work great.  Once the group is seated, close the door, start the video and stay with them.  

STORY: Choose a 15 minute story book with large pictures.  Tell the story to a group seated
on the floor or in chairs.

Visit your local Christian Book Store to rent videos and to purchase
wonderful story telling stories.  If desired, dress in a Story Teller
costume and become part of the activity.  Make the story room a fun
place to be.  Change the story every 45 minutes and let visitors know
when the stories will change.
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HALLELUJAH CRAFTS

Choose a separate room to set up a craft project area where a variety of take home crafts are
completed.  Play soft Christian music while visitors work at their tables.  Allow children to
choose the craft project they want to make.  Some children will make one and move on to other
events.  Other children will want to make a sample of each choice offered.  

COLLAGE
Create a small collage by gluing a variety of beans, cereal, colored toothpicks, dry rice, foil,
macaroni and raisins onto cardboard.  White glue works well on this project.

FRUIT LOOP NECKLACE
Make a cereal necklace by threading colorful “Fruit Loops” or “Cheerios” through colorful
precut yarn.  Cover the tips of the yarn with tape for easy threading.

ROCK PAINTING
Paint a small rock with acrylic paint.  Be sure to cover the table area with plenty of layers of
newspaper.  As layers become soiled, remove and provide a fresh base for the next artist. 
Place the paint colors in small jars on the table with water bowls and brushes nearby.

CAN PENCIL HOLDER
Wrap a small empty tin can using yarn or raffia, gluing each area as it is wrapped.  

PAPER PLATE DESIGN
Make random holes with a paper punch in a paper plate.  String yarn through the holes.

MOSAIC
Create a mosaic by cutting construction paper into hundreds of small pieces and gluing them
to a sheet of paper to create patterns or scenes.

PLACE MATS
Make place mats by cutting pictures from magazines or old greeting cards and gluing to a
piece of construction paper.
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MACARONI JEWELRY
BEFORE PARTY DAY: Mix 1 tablespoon food coloring with 2 tablespoons rubbing alcohol
in a bowl.  Make several different colors.   Stir macaroni into the colored solutions.  Spread
on newspaper to dry.  Children will string their choices on a shoe lace for bracelets or
necklaces.

STICK PUZZLES
Purchase wooden craft sticks and lay them beside each other.  Secure a piece of tape across
the sticks.  Number them in order.  Turn them over and draw a picture with markers.  Remove
the tape and mix up the sticks.  Try to put the picture together without looking at the numbers
on the back.  Provide a plastic sandwich bag for easy storage.

STAINED GLASS WINDOWS
Shave crayons onto waxed paper squares.  Cover with another sheet of waxed paper and place
inside a folded newspaper.  Iron at low heat until colors are melted.  Punch a hole in the top. 
String with short piece of yarn for hanging.  This requires an adult leader at the ironing board.

PAPER PLATE MASK
Make two holes for eyes.  Begin with small holes and enlarge as needed.  Tie elastic thread on
each side of the plate just above the ear.  Draw facial features with crayons or markers. 
Provide chenille rods for children who want to attach antennae for bug faces.

FINGERPRINT ART
Place colored tempera paint on a small sponge or pad of dampened paper towel.  Ink
fingertips and press them onto paper.  Help the children discover how they can make bunches
of grapes by placing a number of fingerprints close together. Other designs include flowers,
owls, chickens and other animals.  Use a marker to outline the animal or design.

COLORING PICTURES
Provide a number of coloring book picture pages.  Children will simply color the picture of
their choice and take it with them.

“STAINED GLASS” COLORING PICTURES
Children color pictures of their choice using real crayons (not markers, pencils or pens). 
Once the picture is complete, they use a cotton ball dipped in plain vegetable oil to paint over
the entire page.  A thin coat of oil will make the paper glisten and become transparent.
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HUMMER OR SPINNER
This old fashioned, simple toy is made by stringing a large button on a 36 inch piece of cord
and then knotting the ends of the cord together.  The string must go through two holes in the
button.

Hold one end of the loop in each and begin to spin the button, continuing until the string is
wound tightly.  Then pull the string and watch the button spin.  Sometimes, if you do it
rapidly enough, you hear a “humming” sound.

PRAYING HANDS DOORKNOB HANGER
Tie a 10 inch string between praying hands (an outline of each child’s hands in prayer). 
Punch a hole in the tip of each pointer finger for the string.  Tell the children to hang this
where they will see it often and remember to pray.

PUMPKIN FACE
Give children one piece of orange construction paper.  If desired preprint the shape of a
pumpkin onto it.  Children draw and cut out their own pumpkin face to be placed in their
bedroom window.

Many wonderful craft projects are available for churches from local craft stores and from craft
catalogs.  Choose the projects you feel comfortable completing in the amount of time allotted
for the party.  Try not to offer too many which may cause confusion but yet offer enough of a
variety that the children’s interest will be held for a few minutes.

Many craft projects are available through the S&S ARTS AND CRAFTS CATALOG found in
this workbook.  Order today by calling Close Encounters Ministries 1-888-CEM-LIFE.
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SPECIAL ENTERTAINERS

Think about talent available in your congregation and in your community.  There may be
wonderful musical groups who are willing to entertain low cost or no cost.  

When planning organized entertainment, provide an adequate sound system.  Allow games to
continue while the entertainment is performing.  Only those interested in the staged activities
need to pay attention.  Make sure the entertainers understand the casual atmosphere when
asked to perform.

Place the entertainment near the HALLELUJAH CAFÉ where people will be sitting and
relaxing anyway.  Appoint a Master of Ceremonies to introduce the groups/individuals and to
act as a host.

Schedule the events at specific times.  Do not tell people when the events will occur.  When
each team takes to the stage, it becomes a real “happening” and sponsors excitement in the
audience.

Here are a few suggestions to spark your imagination:

PUPPET SHOW
If your church or community has a puppet ministry, ask the group to come and perform for
the gathering.  It always promotes good will and laughter.

CHRISTIAN CLOWNS
Ask a local Christian Clowning group to perform or create your own clowns from the group
who may make balloon animals, give out stickers to the crowd or paint faces.

MUSICIANS
Singers, dancers, instrumentalists.  Look outside your congregation to the community. 
Consider square dancers, Christian musicians, Christian teen bands, Praise and Worship
teams, children’s choirs, adult church choirs, quartets, soloists and church orchestras.

HIGH SCHOOL GROUPS
Check out junior and senior high schools for special groups who may be available.  Jazz
bands, chorale singers, drama groups, comedy teams and full marching bands (in uniform!).

COMMUNITY CHARACTERS
Do you know someone who juggles, performs magic or any other specialty act that would be
fun?
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SPORT TEAM HEROS
If professional sports teams or popular non professional sport teams play in your hometown,
ask for several team members to come for picture taking and autograph opportunities.  Often
hockey and soccer players are happy to promote their sport in this way.  Plan carefully by
arranging an autograph table at one end of the room.  Shine bright lights on a large sign
announcing the names of the players.  A short period of time works best.  Consider limiting
the visit to 30 minutes.  Take lots of pictures.  Make this a special event within the normal
party activities.

SLIDE/VIDEO SHOW
Present a multimedia show of the children at church.  Take all slides/video in the weeks
preceding the party.  Play music while the pictures are being shown.

STROLLING ENTERTAINMENT
Provide strolling musicians, magicians, jugglers, clowns, mimes and/or puppets.  These
people have close contact with the visitors and set the mood for the party.

Add to or adapt this list of entertainment if there are special people in
your local community who will bring laughter and enjoyment to the 

HALLELUJAH NIGHT PARTY! 


