A Well Timed Mystery THE EASTER CLOCK!

THE EASTER CLOCK!
A WELL TIMED MYSTERY
...For Children And Their Grown Ups!
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THE EASTER CLOCK!

Ups!

Church Easter
er’s shop. The
ay. Mystery

church. Age
ke their seats
her the whole
is set to go.

MORIZATION!

lls the story of
bout how the
aven began.

nch, tools and
untangle the

roken Easter Clock. The presence of strange items inside
the clock may hold the key to the Easter mystery.
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A Well Timed Mystery - THE MSTERT'.OCK'

THE EASTER CLOCK involves the audience singing Easter Carols of your
choice. Add more special music as desired by individuals or small
groups to complete the musical portion of the program. Adapt to fit
the talents of your group. Choose music locally.

s (THE EASTER
Order online

C
C
or

M u know your
a

TH

, an informal
sic and enjoy

ers.

C es of each page
as . church or group.
Instead, give interested folks our order form, address and toll free telephone number
(1-888-236-5433). This allows CLOSE ENCOUNTERS MINISTRIES to continue production
of exciting, inspiring, positive Christian programs at low cost to churches across the
nation and Canada. All Rights Reserved-Copyright protected.
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A Well Timed Mystery THE EASTER CLOCK!

TIPS FOR ‘The Easter Clock’ DIRECTOR

Statistics show Easter Sunday
is the most attended church service of the church year.

rteam. Make
hool classes,
ho agree to

THE EASTER CLOCK
h.

o a0z

As with props or
C d to help the
te le to manage
th g, humorous
pr ion Day!

It
do this!” Put those feelings aside and dive into this charming Easter
presentation with a minimum of hassles. Bless your church with this
special touch that reminds everyone of God’s Grace and the

me? | cannot

Indescribable Gift of His Only Son, Jesus.
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DELEGATE!

Leaders prepare individual classes/groups. Teachers/leaders
participate with speaking parts. Trust the staff to carry out
tasks. Never apologize when asking people to help.

I. Itis
travel
yone.

d participants
hted. Or, let

0CK with more
er copy with
ryour church.
ibility for small

Some churches enjoy memorization and others avoid it. Except for
young non readers, read all parts. If your church is fond of
memorization, lead time must be longer and more intense rehearsal
IS necessary.
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Adaptations—Make I+ Work!

Adapt THE EASTER CLOCK to fit your local church. Preview individual
se i ifi ups may be
as n eliminated.
Y ople.

TH ending upon
a time frame.

ing worship is
nge another

Participants
vailable.

es.

Participants
vailable.

Participants
1. Organize speakers, servers, sound and lighting staff.

2. Include as many people as possible.

3. Ask church choirs, musicians to participate.

4. Divide parts to include as many speakers as possible.
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Music!

Coordinate appropriate music with music director, organist
> and pianist. Every Easter Carol is sung by participants and
N th n a printed
P words.

three original
ER CLOCK by
NC. Enjoy our
ing sheets.

ks with sound
autiful’ clock
ript.
cemlife.com

O o >

pots. Choose
n. There are
nd use music

|
Christ the Lord Is Risen Today
He Lives
The Hallelujah Chorus
Lift High The Cross
Beneath The Cross Of Jesus
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A Well Timed Mystery | THE t'ASTERaCIr

Jesus Paid It Al
The Old Rugged Cross
What Wondrous Love Is This
When | Survey the Wondrous Cross
Near The Cross
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Stage And Props!

THE EASTER CLOCK is an intriguing presentation of = ..
the Easter story. Fanciful and mysterious, this

. Displays of
lace.

p. Consider
appropriate

ith old tools.
area with as

table should not “blind” the audience but should shine on the
clock itself. To establish a late night appearance on stage, place
small lights on the floor, shining upward. Turn off overhead
sanctuary lights. Create dramatic lighting with light and dark
shadows.
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Props

THE EASTER CLOCK: The visual centerpiece of the program is an
old clock. If available, borrow a real clock...it can be old, beat
up, broken. It can be a grandfather clock or a large table or wall
cl , cartoon-ish
cl n old clock.

\VJ sfrominside
th d The Easter
Cl lock at the
a

d individual
a. Consider

during the
Us . Place one
or nts. Students

must be heard clearly. It will make the difference between a
frustrating experience and a delightful program for the audience.
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Costumes

With the exception of the clock maker, all participants dress in
Holy Land costume. When costuming a large group, one
ioni iCi [ ' rsonal attire.
nsand head

rops such as
n be made
ms. Prepare
belts, bare
elry may be

w case. Cut
e sides. This
en. Plaid or
great!

Ider, crossed

ash makes a

n or piece of
iece. Make

BATHROBES: Purchase bathrobes at garage sales and resale shops
or borrowrobes. Wrap in front and use contrasting fabric for head
dresses and sashes to complete the costume.

ANGELS: Dress Easter angels in white cotton or silver lame’ fabric
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A Well Timed Mystery THE EASTER CLOCK!

found in most textile stores. Angels may wear cardboard, feather
wings or remain wingless. Place gold or silver tinsel taped in a
circle halo on each angel head. Tie tinsel around the waist for a
sparkling angel belt. Face and hair glitter add “extra sparkle”.

A
in costume at the Easter Egg-Stravaganza Buffet.

They may serve beverages, greet guests and wander through the
serving area while people eat and talk.
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Publicity

Publicize THE EASTER CLOCK

nels.
r,
ulpit.

ogram. Print
a er. Ifyou plan
th here will be

In ublicity. Talk
to ure article is

Check it out!

Send family invitations home with Sunday School students. This is
effective for families who send their children to your children’s
ministry but are not personally involved. Use real Easter cards with
invitations tucked inside.
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Teachers!

vide parts or
less students
. Be specific
and dressing

rread them.
construction
es must be in

adaptations.

Let parents know when to have their children at formal rehearsals
and the performance. Invite them to attend and be sure they
know what props or costuming their child is responsible to bring.
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Attend Rehearsal/Performance

Meet your group for the processional. Don costumes in a back
room, line up according to specific instructions and enter the
S ead them on
a enthusiasm.
C g their parts.
ncommon!

he program
| large group

s before the
families. Eat
rogram!

Th s. Enjoy your
S esurrection is
cl hould hear it
a . ! fun with the
production.
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The Story Teller

THE EASTER CLOCK is a surprising mystery program
N a TaTe he renair o Ne a e - a 0 k Become
gether with

Maker and.
the story of
ion.

oung or old.
aking turns or
ller. This may
er of people

the original
STAGING: Stand on stage throughout the program--Stage Left or

Stage Right at the discretion of the Director.
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The Clock Maker

Become the exhausted, frustrated clock maker who has
b [ ' ' Il hurch Easter
ing of Jesus’

old clock. Itis
orker. What
de the clock

e way asthe
Id clock.

shirt, sweater
he nose look

morization is

r and insight.
derstand the

Become as familiar as possible wi e wording and order of the
program. Enjoy becoming the quirky clock maker with a heart of gold.
Take the audience on a mysterious night journey toward the Cross and
beyond to Resurrection morning.
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will say:

Close
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PROGRAM AT A GLANCE

PRELUDE
PROCESSIONAL

Peter And The Rooster
The Story Teller
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Grades Five and Six
What’s So Good About Friday?
Music Option
Easter Hymn or Special Music
The Story Teller
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Let's Begin!

Choose a comfortable, respectful way to begin the program.
M uisi ' ' rs. Seat the
e cordially.

ster music as

during the
yed so the
iliar with the

r room. Dim
lit so people

before the

Participants walk to their seats in the audience. Classes and small
groups should sit together.
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Readers Introduction

Two readers introduce the program, prompting the audience
to conS|der the claims of Jesus Christ. They stand midway in

One Reader
rvoices. The
r clothing.

perceptions.

the earth to
; it appears
> time it takes

b s measured
differs by one

lain the logic
lals and the
clocks and
an hourglass.

minutes and
. Decades pass
before our eyes and soon a new generation of humans is
measuring time by century and millennium.
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READER #2: But God...God has another way of measuring time.
God’sfirsttime measurement was “In the beginning, God created
the heavens and the earth.”

READER #1: God’s sense of time is unique. Paul reminded us,
“ ord one day
is e day.”

(Il Peter 3:8)

rth atjust the.
ut when the
avirgin, born

e right time.
nding of His

purpose. The
deem them
adoption of

omised in the

will be born,
I)

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED ‘.{‘Er(\:clggr?lers COPYRIGHT ELLEN S. BUNNELL, 2010 888-236-5433 www.cemlife.com BRADFORD, PA
Mnistries




A Well Timed Mystery | ' THE EASTERCTOCIT

READER #1: What would happen if, for ‘just one night’, time
moved backwards? Would we listen to the lessons of time?
Would we treasure the stories of people who walked a difficult

ange events.
ker has been
aster Clock.
kward on our
htjust before
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The Story Teller
Introduction

pbecause you
of an Easter

town’s Clock

T "@\Kﬁ' roken clocks.

' | the newest

._ e fix clocks
\ .

3 d styles, the

y and how it
which God
. Itisthe day
m the grave.

a guy (gal).
things more
rs have been

All the Clock Maker wants to do is to go home, have a tuna
sandwich with chips and go to bed. We have all felt like that from
time to time. I’'m afraid it is not to be. Something very curious is
happening. Time isn’t what it seems. Let’s watch and see what
happens.
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Clock Maker Introduction

Clock Maker enters the stage from any direction carrying a
cli ords on the

' I’'m so tired
The Easter

d get it back
m so tired. I’ll

fix. Where is
weeks ago.

on the work
been placed

ion of ringing
uldn’t be the

k hands turn
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NURSERY/PRESCHOOL
Jesus And The Children!

> back of the
ou call. IsHe

card the call.
best! Smile!

ALL CHILDREN: Laugh loudly and wave at the audience as they
enter. Practice this before the program so they will cooperate at
the right time.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED '.{‘Er(:clgsel = COPYRIGHT ELLEN S. BUNNELL, 2010 888-236-5433 www.cemlife.com BRADFORD, PA
unte
Mnistries




A Well Timed Mystery THE EASTER CLOCK!

CLOCK MAKER: (Shouts...while holding up hand like a stop sign)
Wait! Who are you? You can’t come in here! Go away! I'm
busy. | have an Easter clock to fix!

TEACHER: (Cheerfully...) We heard you call. We came to meet

ur very best

School. Say it
t the end.

h both arms.)
across palm)
m out “stop”)
h both arms.)
across palm)
ed on chest)

ce for such
0 you know
st ridiculous.

TE : yed morning
meal. Bed will come soon enough at sunset like every day. What
is this ‘costumes’. We wear garments God has provided and
none other.

PARENT: Perhaps we were too hasty in saying there are no
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grouchy disciples here. Sir, were you on the hillside the day we
took the children to see Jesus?

CLOCK MAKER: What are you talking about? | have no time for
lounging on hillsides. | must repair the Easter Clock!

zareth, was
to meet Him
sus called us
at on His lap-

,and do not
om of God
the kingdom

d welcomed

and humble.
ould be like
g in His love,

mpossible to
must humbly
ther. Kind sir,

are you a Jesus believer?
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A Well Timed Mystery ' THE fASTERTl.OClr

CLOCK MAKER: | became a Jesus believer when | was quite

young. I’m kind of rusty on the Bible. Go ahead!
piece. The Easter Clock can walit.

Say your

h both arms.)
across palm) -
m out “stop”)
h both arms.)
across palm)
ed on chest)

‘time slipping
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KINDERGARTEN
Hosannal

me. Parents,
too! Use the

ple. Practice

KI . Palms (the
biggerthebette O ction paper.

The group walks two by two to the stage along the center aisle, waving
palm branches, shouting with enthusiasm. Repeat phrases along the
way. Students smile broadly and wave!
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STUDENTS: (Walk in two’s and Shout In Unison) Hosanna! Blessed
is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

TEACHER: (Shouts joyfully....) Blessed is the King of Israel!
eople? Just

to head for
t that bunch

to Jesus the
ts today that

f you will not
And put on

comes in the
omes in the

them?

r Messiah has
ets said and

b’

We will shout Ho-sanna, Ho-sanna, Hosannal

We will shout Ho-sanna, to the King of Kings.
We will sing our praise to God, praise to God, praise to God.
We will sing our praise to God, for sending Christ The King.
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A Well Timed Mystery ' THE fASTERTl.OClr

TEACHER: Children, it’s time to find our way to the temple. Maybe
Jesus will be there. This worker obviously does not know where to
find Jesus.

CLOCKMAKER: (Grumbling under breath....) ‘Hosanna’ indeed!
ker obviously

W Dlks. I’m sure
s ork! Shalom,.
a
TE e?
ST ay!
I\ 7
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The Story Teller

“Which way to the temple?” Our Clock Maker seems
' eversed and each time
ring, people

the smallest
is name and
ns. People
ds from God.
pllowed Him.

st of Passover
e city streets.
l eating.

was buzzing
e crowd that

ing parade.

on flags and

And the words of scripture came true: “See how your
king comes, riding a donkey’s colt.”
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GRADES ONE AND TWO
Food Glorious Food!

all sandwich)
an old clock?
h is this?

es
ies.

ST d.

ST

ST
Passover dinner in the upper room.

that special

CLOCK MAKER: Passover dinner? Upstairs? | don’t think so.

STUDENT #4: You aren’t coming to Passover dinner?
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A Well Timed Mystery : THE MSTERT'.OCK'

STUDENT #5: Come with us.
STUDENT #6: We will take you to the dinner!
CLOCK MAKER: I’'m not hungry. There is a mystery somewhere in

Th nd it. By the
w

ST

ST

C with a sense
of

ST d friend but
th

C at’s a name
fr

A

ST ming.

ST

TE very special
di in town this

e

Jesus, the Teacher from Nazareth, is gathering his closest friends
for a final farewell meal. It seems He must go away. It’s their Last
Supper together. Sounds sad to me but | hear the old friends
laughing upstairs already.
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A Well Timed Mystery | THE t'ASTERaCIr

CLOCK MAKER: (Listening....) 1 don’t hear a thing!
TEACHER: Do you smell the bread baking?

CLOCK MAKER: (Sniffing....) Sadly, no. And | love fresh bread.
S 't stop it.
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A Well Timed Mystery ' THE fASTERTl.OClr

The Story Teller

The Last Supper was a turning point. Jesus knew it was
‘farewell’ ne disciples didn’ adeistand. Saying

und wine so
and glorious
uture people

Easter story.
ing the Last

ere was one
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JUDAS SPEAKS

One man (adult or teen) portrays Judas, dressed in Holy Land
costume. Carry a small fabrlc filed W|th S|Iver coms—quarters will
S works at the

d the food is,
of betraying
oney | spend
re and there.

‘Honor’
e taken that
oney to the

y to the poor.
rfume was a
>d the room.

Him at first. |
but...it’s coin
yhts in jail. I’ll

nation leading
to the arrest of Jesus of Nazareth. Cold coin in my hand is worth
much more than ...anything.
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A Well Timed Mystery : THE MSTERT'.OCK'

(Count the coins....) Let’s see what | have. 25-26-27-28-29.....
Where is the 30™ coin? | was promised 30 pieces of silver. I’'m
missing one. That’s not fair! | have to get back to the temple.

JUDAS STRIDES ANGRILY FROM THE STAGE

...) Must be
something is’

<Q O

in with a pair

TION

mn

usic

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED ‘A@&gﬁ:{em COPYRIGHT ELLEN S. BUNNELL, 2010 888-236-5433 www.cemlife.com BRADFORD, PA
Mnistries




A Well Timed Mystery  THE EASTER CLOCK!

GRADES THREE AND FOUR
Peter And The Rooster

s happening.
| people who
up.

STUDENT #2: Have you seen them? I'm certain they are

somewhere here in the courtyard. Those followers of Jesus must
be caught.
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A Well Timed Mystery : THE MSTERT'.OCK'

PETER/STUDENT #3: Well, it’s not ME! I’m just here because you
look like a friendly group of folks and I’m new in town.

STUDENT #4: You look familiar. | think you ARE one of the Jesus
followers...perhaps one of his disciples.

ong. Infact,
ood! | know.
ext!

are a Jesus
Not me! I’'m
ensupposed
clock table.)
y, you dress

ter...) Tell us
ere.

. I told you |

ALL STUDENTS STOP MOTION
AND FREEZE IN PLACE ON STAGE
AS SOON AS THE CHIMES RING.
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A Well Timed Mystery o THE EASTERT'.OC'F

CLOCK MAKER: (Pull a large feather from inside The Easter Clock
with tongs and hold it up in the air.) | knew it! This Easter Clock is
full of junk. This feather is from Peter’s rooster!

( ve somehow
tr g The Easter
Cl f Jesus must
C
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The Story Teller

o The Easter Clock mystery is unraveling! The story is getting
s[e]e]e ete as devastated. At th 2iya moment the

emembered
efore a cock

Pa ~was bitterly
di bitterly.

It us was being
m D him.

Tr ding: But not
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GRADES FIVE AND SIX
.ﬂs What's So Good About Friday?

. They walk
pck Maker is
y, slowly with
anding single.
en available
ion needed.

S

bngs from the
der how that
nning out of

ster Clock so
D hope in this
You? Amen.

[saiah 53:

heard? Who
w K like this?

as scum. But
the factis, it was our pains He carried...all the things wrong with us.

STUDENT #3: We thought He brought it on himself, that God was
punishing Him for His own failures. But it was our sins that did that
to Him...that crushed Him-our sins!
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STUDENT #4: He took the punishment and that made us whole.
Through His bruises we get healed.

STUDENT #5: We’re all like sheep who’ve wandered off and
gotten lost. We’ve all done our own thing, gone our own way.
ne wrong, on

didn’t say a
W like a sheep-:

elfare. Even
t wasn’t true.

he plan was
hat He’d see
d’s plan will

e and didn’t
, He took up

A orld that He
veth in Him
16

MUSIC OPTION

Easter Hymn
Special Music
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The Story Teller

And so Jesus died on a Roman cross on a hill called
pigethaseuisicesthescitysofsdeitsalemma WO criminals
s forgiveness

bout Friday,'

Messiah was
‘Itis finished.”
God turn His

would know

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED A{!E?égaﬁlem COPYRIGHT ELLEN S. BUNNELL, 2010 888-236-5433 www.cemlife.com BRADFORD, PA
Mnistries




A Well Timed Mystery THE EASTER CLOCK!

MIDDLE
SCHOOL

himes
t works! The
e horizon. |

h for Sunrise
| half expect

ar that most

mble fixer of

story to tell?
CLOCK MAKER: How do you know that?

STUDENT #3: We know things...interesting things...important things.
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STUDENT #4: It is morning in Jerusalem. The long dark night has
passed and our Messiah has done the unthinkable.

STUDENT #5: Jesus rose from the grave! He came alive again in
the twinkling of an eye.

ST

ST ’s fresh, new
to d of soldiers.

pr

ST is body and
cl shock when
th h a flash that
dr

ST
ST

ST angelsfrom
H d, the angels
se S.

C e waited all
ni e IS N0 more
m ything! Jesus
IS
ST all of history.

Itis indeed morning in Jerusalem and morning all over the world!
GROUP EXITS LEAVING CLOCK MAKER ALONE ON STAGE.

HIGH SCHOOL AND ADULTS
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And Then There were Five Hundred!

Holy Land
Spread out
front of the

number of
Divide parts
as needed.

nce the day
J o believe His
st ve because
s

A
LI

AT IT SOUNDS

STUDENT #2: (Female) | saw Jesus in the Garden. My friend, my
Messiah, my Savior had been taken away and | didn’t know
where to find Him. He said “Mary”. | recognized that dear voice.
It was Jesus! He was alivel
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STUDENT #3: | saw Jesus in a closed room. Just a few friends
gathered to pray and cry. In front of my very eyes, Jesus
appeared! He didn’t walk through the door. He was just...there!
He spoke, ate, drank and hugged us. He was alive!

Emmaus. He
s we talked
ngry and He
r eyes were
ve missed it?.

, “Peace be
as seeing a
let all these
; look at My
adtotoe. A
was alive!

us His hands
It was too

cooked. He

gain just like
the old days. He reminded us that scriptures said the Messiah
would suffer, rise from the dead on the third day and then a total
life change would come to us all. Forgiveness of sin would be
proclaimed to all the nations-starting from here, from Jerusalem!
He was alive!
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STUDENT #9: | saw Jesus say, “You’re the first to hear and see it.
You are the witnesses. There were, all told, 500 of us who saw
Jesus during 40 days. It was a joyous time! He told us to stay in
Jerusalem because the best was yet to be. The Father promised

a !

ST any. Raising
Hi s, He left. He
W s worshiping-

Hi
al

gift. He was

IN
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The Clock Maker's Conclusion

The Easter Clock is repaired. It’s chimes will ring out Easter joy one
i ist is Ri I During the
ckshop. But,

s to Jesus. |
heirjoy of the
? And Peter?
me the story

us there. But

y? They told

s pulled from

These items were inside the broken clock. (Look at the items
thoughtfully....) Maybe it wasn’t a dream after all!

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED ‘.{‘Er(\:clggr?lers COPYRIGHT ELLEN S. BUNNELL, 2010 888-236-5433 www.cemlife.com BRADFORD, PA
Mnistries




A Well Timed Mystery THE EASTER CLOCK!

The Story Teller Conclusion

P Inasmall garden jUSt outside of Jerusalem is a quiet place
- . ’ ““““““ O N Aaeavy wooden

This is a fact.

life. In fact,
on for living is
we wake up

se Jesus lives
lives there is

e can give
onders! The
us and is at

What a God!
What a glorious and victorious life we have!
Happy Easter!
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Easter Ege-Stravaganza
Party Time!

ast Casserole
Drning event,
plete with

a full dinner,
Ay dinner serve

SEATING: Decide the best arrangement for seating depending
upon the size of the anticipated gathering. Position tables and
chairs. Serve buffet style with guests moving around the room to
chat. Place chairs in small circles throughout the area for small
group conversation.
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MUSIC: Play recorded Christian music. Or, use live performances
by local church musicians.

DECORATIONS: Cover tables with pastel, spring colors. Feature
baskets of colored eggs and flowers as centerpieces. Add an
d. Use your
lovely.

in the coffee
IS in progress.
Easter punch
l.

lates. Greet
line. Move
e. Find seats
h. Introduce
mingle still

everyone to
ep the area
s who agree
b go faster!

Faithful Easter Servant!
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