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Bags are one of my favorite things to crochet, and the colorway of this month’s crate inspired me to 
create this wavy striped bag. It uses spike stitches to create the graduated, curved effect. My partner, who 
has a degree in physics, took one look at the finished bag and said, “Hey, that looks like the graph of a 
wave pulse!” After looking up pictures, I thought it was perfect to name the bag after a graph that looks 
uncannily like the crochet spike stitch. This pattern involves very little sewing, as the side panels are 
worked directly onto the front panels and everything is crocheted together. All you have to do is sew on 
the straps. It’s a great opportunity to play with color, and this month’s yarns offer ample inspiration.   

Hooks: I/9 (5.50 mm)

Yarn: Vidalana Ambient Worsted 100% Peruvian Highland 
Wool  
100 yds (91 m) / 50 g skein; 400 yds (366 m) used (100 yds / 
91 m of each color) / 4 skeins needed   

Colorways: Sprezzatura (A), Sfumato (B), Impasto (C), 
Contraposto (D)

Notions: Locking stitch markers (2), tapestry needle, scissors 

Skill Level: Intermediate

Gauge: 16 sc × 16 rows = 4" (10 cm), lightly steam blocked   

Sizes: One size

Finished Size: Width: 8" (20 cm)  
Height: 9.5" (24 cm)  
Depth: 3" (7.5 cm)

ABBREVIATIONS

ch: chain

rs : right side

sc: single crochet

sk: skip

sl st: slip stitch

ss: spike stitch (see Special 
Techniques)

st(s): stitch(es)

ws: wrong side  

Special Techniques
Spike Stitch (ss): This is essentially an elongated sc. Insert hook into stitch the indicated number of rows below. Pull up a 
long loop to the height of your working row. Yarn over, pull through both loops on hook. This stitch will be abbreviated as 
1-row ss (spike stitch 1 row below), 2-row ss (spike stitch 2 rows below), 3-row ss (spike stitch 3 rows below), and 4-row ss 
(spike stitch 4 rows below).

Notes
The starting chain in each row does not count as a stitch 
throughout this pattern. 

Construction: This bag is made with the front panel first, 
which then continues to form the first side edge. You repeat 
this process to make the back panel and the second side 
edge, and then crochet the side edges to the panel edges, 
forming the body of the bag. Next, the bottom is made, edged, 
and joined to the body of the bag using single crochet. Finally, 
you make the straps and sew them to the bag. 

Color Distribution: All four colors will be used for the stripes on 
the front and back panels of the bag. They will each be used for 
one other piece as well. 

Color A: bottom of bag 

Color B: one side panel of bag 

Color C: the other side panel of bag 

Color D: main color of straps

Before you begin the pattern, please assign each color you 
will be using as A, B, C, and D. 



INSTRUCTIONS
Front and Back Panel (make 2)

WITH COLOR A 
Row 1 (WS): Ch 31. Sc in second ch from hook and in each ch 
across. (30 sc) 

Rows 2–5: Ch 1, turn, sc in each sc across. (30 sc) 

COLOR B 
Row 6: Ch 1, turn, sc in first sc. *Over next 8 sc, work 1-row ss, 
2-row ss, 3-row ss, (4-row ss) twice, 3-row ss, 2-row ss, 1-row ss, 
sc in next 2 sc.* Repeat from * to * until end of row, omitting last 
sc in last repeat.

Rows 7–10: Ch 1, turn, sc in each sc across. (30 sc)

COLOR C
Row 11: Ch 1, turn. Over next 4 sc, 4-row ss, 3-row ss, 2-row ss, 
1-row ss. Sc in next 2 sc. *Over next 8 sc, work 1-row ss, 2-row ss, 
3-row ss, (4-row ss) twice, 3-row ss, 2-row ss, 1-row ss, sc in next 
2 sc.* Repeat from * to * once more. Over next 4 sc, work 1-row 
ss, 2-row ss, 3-row ss, 4-row ss. Sl st tightly in the very last stitch 
of the row (the st you crocheted over when working the last 
4-row ss). This sl st does not count as a stitch and is simply to 
anchor the final spike stitch in place.

Row 12: Ch 1, turn. Skip sl st, sc in each sc across. (30 sc)

Rows 13–15: Ch 1, turn, sc in each sc across. (30 sc)

Rows 6–15 form the stitch pattern. Continue working through 
the color sequence A, B, C, D until you have 12 stripes total (3 of 
each color; 11 ss rows having been worked), omitting the last 2 
rows of the final stripe.

Side Panels
Use Color B for one side panel and Color C for the other 
panel.

With RS facing, join yarn to top left corner of front panel (top 
right if you are left-handed). We will be working along the left 
side (right if you're left-handed).

Make 1 sc into each row end, except for the spike stitch rows. 
This means that you will make 2 sc in the first stripe (where you 
omitted the last 2 rows), then 4 sc in each of the next 10 stripes. 
In the last stripe, sc in each of next 5 row ends. (47 sc)

Rows 2–16: Ch 1, turn, sc in each sc across. (47 sc)

Do not fasten off; place a stitch marker in the loop.

Repeat side panel on the second front/back panel, using 
Color C.

Joining
You will now crochet along the side edge exactly as you did 
to form the side panel - only you'll be making your stitches 
through both thicknesses of the front and side panel, joining 
them together with sc. 

Put your hook back into the live loop and remove the stitch 
marker. With RS facing, line up your pieces so that the front 
edge of one piece meets the side edge of the other piece. 
Sc through both thicknesses of the front and side panels 
to join them together. There will be 47 sc total. When you've 
finished joining, fasten off and weave in ends. 

Repeat to join the other front and side panel.

Bottom (make 1)
Row 1: Ch 31, sc in second chain from hook and in each ch 
across. (30 sc)

Rows 2–16: Ch 1, turn, sc in each sc across. (30 sc)

Join Bottom to Bag: Ch 1, turn. With RS facing, line up the 
edges of the bottom panel with the bottom edges of your bag 
(created from the front and side panels). Working through 
both thicknesses and placing 1 sc in each row end, work 30 
sc on each long side and 16 sc on each short side. Sl st to the 
first sc and fasten off.

Straps (make 2)
You can choose a different color stripe order depending on 
how much yarn you have left. The straps are worked with the RS 
facing throughout, with the exception of the last (edging) row.

Row 1: Use Color D. Ch 101. Sl st in second ch from hook and 
in each ch across, making sure to make your sl st loosely so 
you can work into them later. Fasten Off. 

Row 2–5: Join the next color of your choice (A, B, or C) in the first 
st from the previous row. Sl st in back loops of each sl st across. 
Fasten off. 

Row 6: Join Color D again leaving a 12" (30.5 cm) tail for 
sewing later.  
Sl st in back loops of each sl st across. Do not fasten off.

Round 7 (creates edging): Ch 1, turn. Sl st in front loops of 
each sl st across. Turn to work across short edge of strap, 
and sc in end of each row. Turn to work across starting chain 
edge. Sl st in one loop of each foundation ch. Turn to work 
across last short edge, and sc in end of each row. Fasten off, 
leaving 12" (30.5 cm) tail for sewing.

Sew straps to bag. Weave in all ends. Lightly steam  
block if desired. 


