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Longwood Garden Tote knit
VANESSAEWING ON RAVELRYBY VANESSA EWING
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Take your knitting on a trip to a botanical destination with this bubble-shaped felted bag, 
featuring a drawstring with leaf ties and a cabled/twisted handle. Longwood Gardens is a 
botanical garden destination in Pennsylvania. 

Needles: 
US Size 7 (4.5mm) circular knitting needle, 24” 
(60 cm) + spare circular in a similar size  

US Size 9 (5.5mm) circular knitting needle, 24” 
(60 cm) + spare circular in a similar size  

US 7 (4.5 mm) set of 4 dpns 

Yarn:  Knitologie Wisp 
100% Non-Superwash Merino 
236 yards (216 meters) / 100 grams 
450 yards / 2 Skeins  

Colorway: Rainfall

Notions: stitch marker (1), tapestry needle

Gauge:
17 sts x 22 rounds = 4" (10 cm) in stockinette 
stitch on larger needle, unblocked.  

17 sts x 34 rounds = 4” (10 cm) in garter stitch 
on smaller needle, unblocked. 

Sizes: One Size

Finished Measurements:
Width: 13” / 33 cm 
Length: 11” / 28 cm 

Skill Level: Beginner

VANESSAEWING ON RAVELRY

Longwood Garden Tote
BY VANESSA EWING

knit

ABBREVIATIONS
BO: bind off 
CO: cast on 
dec: decrease 
dec'd: decreased 
dpn: double pointed needle 
inc: increase 
kfb: knit into the front and back of stitch (1 st 
increased) 
k: knit 
k2tog: knit two stitches together (1 st 
decreased) 

pm: place marker 
rnd: round 
RS: right side 
Sl 1-k2tog-psso: Sl 1 stitch, knit two stitches 
together, pass the slipped stitch over the stitch 
just made. (2 sts decreased) 
ssk: slip 1 stitch as if to knit, slip another stitch 
as if to knit, knit these 2 stitches through the 
back loop (1 st decreased) 
st(s): stitch(es) 
yo: yarn over 
WS: wrong side 

SPECIAL TECHNIQUES
How to felt by hand: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v4KTNIjc8wY 

I-cord: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=700AG7Kvbhc 

Three Needle BO: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H1tspzgl1Pk 

NOTES
The purse is worked from the top down in the round. The handles are worked separately and sewn 
on before you felt the bag. The drawstring is also worked separately and threaded through before 
felting.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v4KTNIjc8wY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=700AG7Kvbhc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H1tspzgl1Pk 
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Top
With smaller circular needle, CO 108 sts. 
Pm and join in the rnd, being careful not to 
twist sts.  

Rnd 1: Knit.  

Rnd 2: Purl.  

Rep Rnds 1-2 ten times more. (22 rows 
total) 

Eyelet Rnd: *K7, yo, k2tog; rep from * 
around.  

Dec Rnd: *K1, k2tog; rep from * around—36 
sts dec’d. 72 sts on needle.  

Inc Rnd: *Kfb; rep from * around—72 sts 
inc’d. 144 sts on needle.  

Body 
Change to larger circular needle.  

Work in St st, knitting every rnd, until piece 
measures 12” from Inc Rnd.  

Shape Bottom 
Dec Rnd 1: *K10, k2tog; rep from * 
around—12 sts dec’d. 132 sts on needle.  

Knit 5 rnds even.  

Dec Rnd 2: *K9, k2tog; rep from * 
around—12 sts dec’d. 120 sts on needle.  

Knit 4 rnds even.  

Dec Rnd 3: *K8, k2tog; rep from * 
around—12 sts dec’d. 108 sts on needle.  

Knit 3 rnds even.  

Dec Rnd 4: *K7, k2tog; rep from * 
around—12 sts dec’d. 96 sts on needle.  

Knit 2 rnds even.  

Dec Rnd 5: *K6, k2tog; rep from * 
around—12 sts dec’d. 84 sts on needle.  

Knit 1 rnd even.  

Place half the sts onto the spare circular. 
Join bottom edges together and work 3 
needle BO to close the bottom of the bag.  

FINISHING
Handles  (Make 2): 

INSTRUCTIONS

Using dpns, CO 6 sts. Work an i-cord for 
20” / 51 cm. Fasten off.  

Sew each end of the handles to the top 
of the bag, leaving 1 ½” / 4 cm from each 
corner.  

Drawstring 
Using dpns, CO 4 sts. Work an i-cord for 56” 
/ 142 cm. Fasten off.  

Thread the drawstring through the eyelet 
holes made in Eyelet Rnd.  

Small Leaf 
(Make 4) 

Using dpns, CO 3 sts.  

Row 1 and every WS Row: Purl. 

Row 2 (RS): K1, yo, k1, yo, k1—2 sts inc’d.  5 
sts. 

Row 4 (RS): K2, yo, k1, yo, k2—2 sts inc’d. 7 
sts. 

Row 6 (RS): K3, yo, k1, yo, k3—2 sts inc’d. 9 
sts. 

Rows 8 and 10: Knit. 

Dec Row (RS): Ssk, knit to last 2 sts, 
k2tog—2 sts dec’d.  

Rep the Dec Row every RS Row until 3 sts 
remain.  

Next RS Row: Sl 1-k2tog-psso—2 sts dec’d. 1 
stitch remains. Cut yarn and fasten off.  

Large Leaf 
(Make 2) 

Using dpns, CO 3 sts.  

Row 1 and every WS Row: Purl. 

Row 2 (RS): K1, yo, k1, yo, k1—2 sts inc’d. 5 
sts. 

Row 4 (RS): K2, yo, k1, yo, k2—2 sts inc’d. 7 
sts. 

Row 6 (RS): K3, yo, k1, yo, k3—2 sts inc’d. 9 
sts. 

Row 8 (RS): K4, yo, k1, yo, k4—2 sts inc’d. 11 
sts. 
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Row 10 (RS): K5, yo, k1, yo, k5—2 sts inc’d. 
13 sts. 

Row 12 (RS): K6, yo, k1, yo, k6—2 sts inc’d.  
15 sts. 

Row 14 (RS): K7, yo, k1, yo, k7—2 sts inc’d. 17 
sts. 

Rows 16 and 18: Knit. 

Dec Row (RS): Ssk, knit to last 2 sts, 
k2tog—2 sts dec’d.  

Rep the Dec Row every RS Row until 3 sts 
remain.  

Next RS Row: Sl 1-k2tog-psso—2 sts dec’d. 1 
st remains. Cut yarn and fasten off.  

Attach the leaves to the drawstring, 
staggering them if desired to make it 
resemble a vine.  

Weave in all ends before felting. Felt as per 
the video guide under “Special Techniques.” 
Once felted, wring out extra moisture. 
Shape and lay flat to dry.  


