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YARNVILLE ON RAVELRYBY BRENDA K. B. ANDERSON

Happy Little Trees Socks knit

These are the perfect socks to wear when tromping through the woods, looking for a 
place to set up your easel. Inspired by Bob Ross’s happy little trees, these socks feature 
cabled pine trees, a slip-stitch heel, and stretchy ribbing to keep your feet happy.  

Needles: 
US 1 (2.25 mm) set of 4 dpns.

Yarn: Knitologie Happy Little Sock 70% 
Superwash Merino, 20% Tencel, 10% 
Nylon 
400 yds (365 m) / 100 g 
Approx yarn amounts:  230 (262, 295, 328, 
362) yds (210 (240, 270, 300, 330) m), 
exact yarn amounts will vary depending 
on foot length. 
(Sample used 228m 58g) / 1 skein 
needed for each size

Colorway: Peapod

Notions: stitch markers (3), tapestry needle

Skill Level: Intermediate

Gauge:
44 sts x 40 rounds = 4” (10 cm) in 2 x 
1 Rib Stitch in the round, blocked, and 
unstretched.  

1 repeat of Cabled Tree Pattern (22 sts x 
27 rounds) = 2.75” (7 cm) wide and 
2.75” (7 cm) tall blocked. 
Sizes: A (B, C, D, E)

To Fit Foot Circumference: 7 (8, 9, 10, 11)” / 18 (20.5, 23, 25.5, 28) cm. Choose a size 
with about 1”/ 2.5 cm of negative ease in foot circumference. Knit sock foot length 
to aprox .5” /1.25 cm shorter than actual foot measurement. Note that ribbing/leg 
of sock is very stretchy.

Finished Measurements:  
Leg Circumference: 5.5 (6.5, 7.5, 8.75, 9.75)” / 14 (16.5, 19, 22, 25) cm, unstretched 

Foot Circumference: 6 (7, 8, 9, 10)” / 15 (18, 20.5, 23, 25.5) cm 

Socks are sized for four foot lengths: 1, 2, 3, and 4. Foot length is further adjustable 
within each size range by working fewer or more rounds at the toe. For size 1, the 
heel flap begins later than the other sizes in order to shorten the foot. For size 3 
and 4, there are extra repeats in the chart to give more length to foot and leg.  

To fit foot lengths: 7.5-8.25 (8.5-9.5, 9.75-10.75, 11-12)” / 19-21 (22-24, 25-27, 
28-30.5) cm long. 
Finished foot length measurement (measured from corner of heel to tip of toe): 7.5 
(8.5, 9.75, 11)” / 19 (22, 25, 28) cm; although this can be altered by working fewer or 
more rounds at toe (as directed within pattern). If having trouble choosing between 
two foot-length sizes, pick the shorter one; extra length can always be added to the toe 
if needed. 
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Approx: approximately 
Beg: beginning 
BO: bind off 
CO: cast on 
Cont: continue 
Dec: decrease 
Dpn: double-pointed needles 
K: knit 
K2tog: knit 2 stitches together; single 
right-leaning decrease 
Kwise: knitwise 
Lp: loop 
M: marker 
P: purl 
Patt: pattern 
Pm: place marker 

Prev: previous 
Pwise: purlwise 
Rem: remaining 
Rep: repeat 
Rnd(s): round(s) 
RS: right side 
Sl: slip 
Sm: slip marker 
Ssk: slip 2 stitches knitwise, one at a 
time, knit these 2 stitches together 
through back loops; single left-leaning 
decrease 
St: stitch 
Tbl: through back loop 
WS: wrong side

Finished Leg length measurement (measured from top of heel to top edge of sock- 
heel flap not included): 5.5 (4.5, 5, 5.5)” / 14 (11.5, 12.5, 14) cm. Leg length can be 
increased by working an additional repeat of chart as specified in directions. This 
may require additional yarn for larger sizes. 

Sample Size: Size B to fit 8” / 20 cm foot/leg circumference and 9” / 23 cm long 
foot. Actual finished measurement of 6.5” / 17 cm leg circumference and 7” / 18 cm 
foot circumference, with finished foot measuring 8.5” / 22 cm in length. 

ABBREVIATIONS

SPECIAL TECHNIQUES

Working Travelling Twisted Stitches without using a Cable Needle 
In the cable patt, there are four different kinds of travelling stitches. The travelling 
stitches are 1 x 1 cabled stitches (one stitch that crosses over another stitch), but 
what makes them stand out a bit more is the extra twist in each of the knit stitches 
(created by knitting through the back loop). Using a cable needle each time a stitch 
crosses over another stitch would get rather tedious, so instead work each kind of 
travelling stitch by using the decrease method of cabling without a cable needle as 
described below. Please note that this is called the “decrease method” only because 
the beginning of the process is similar to working decreases- not because it actually 
results in a decrease in the stitch count.  

Note: My blog post includes a step-by-step photo tutorial of all 4 travelling stitches. 

1/1RT: 
Slip the next 2 sts together knitwise from the left needle onto the right needle.  This 
reverses the order of the stitches. Insert left needle into these 2 sts from left to right 
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and then knit it through the back loop. 
From back to front, insert right needle 
into next stitch on left needle and pull it 
off of the left needle, place stitch back 
onto left needle purlwise then purl the 
stitch. 

1/1LPT: 
Slip each of the next 2 sts (one-at-a-
time) knitwise onto the right needle. 
Insert left needle through these same 
two stitches from right to left (or another 
way to think about it is from bottom to 
top: in other words, the tip of your left 
needle will go through the first slipped 
stitch and then through the second 
slipped stitch). Remove right needle so 
that the two stitches are only on the left 
needle. They are now in reversed order 
(they are crossed over each other), and 
they are properly seated on the needle 
(with the correct leg in front, so we 
do not need to flip them around). Purl 
the first st, then knit the second stitch 
through the back loop.

NOTES
Sock is worked top-down, in the round, 
with a slip-stitch heel flap. Sock begins 
with a Twisted German cast on (or other 
stretchy cast on).  

All graded directions (directions within 
parenthesis) refer to circumferential sizes 
(NOT foot length).  

INSTRUCTIONS
Ribbing
Using Twisted German Cast-on method, 
CO 51 (63, 75, 87, 99) join to work in the 
round, pm for beg of rnd. 

Rnds 1-10: *K2, p1; rep from * around.  

Leg 
For foot length size 1: 
Rnds 11-14: (K2, p1) a total of 0 (1, 2, 3, 4) 
times, k2, p22, *k2, p1; rep from * to end. 

Rnds 15-41: (K2, p1) a total of 0 (1, 2, 3, 4) 
times, k2, beg with Rnd 1 of Cable Chart, 
work next 22 sts from chart, *k2, p1; rep 
from * to end. Rnd 41 corresponds to 
Rnd 27 of chart. 

To add additional length to leg: rep Rnds 
15-41 above as established, ending with 
Rnd 27 of chart. Each complete rep of 
chart adds an additional 2.75“ of length. 

Rnds 42-53: (K2, p1) a total of 0 (1, 2, 
3, 4) times, k2, beginning with Rnd 1 
of chart, work next 22 sts from chart, 
*k2, p1; rep from * to end. Rnd 53 
corresponds to Rnd 12 of chart.  

Piece measures 5.5” tall. 

For Foot length size 2, 3, and 4: 
Rnds 11-14: (K2, p1) a total of 0 (1, 2, 3, 4) 
times, k2, p22, *k2, p1; rep from * to end. 

Rnds 15-41: (K2, p1) a total of 0 (1, 2, 3, 4) 
times, k2, beginning with Rnd 1 of chart, 
work next 22 sts from chart, *k2, p1; rep 
from * to end. Rnd 41 corresponds to 
Rnd 27 of chart. 

Note: for foot length 3, rep Rnds 2-7 
of chart before moving on to Rnd 8 of 
chart. This adds 6 rnds to sock. For foot 
length 4, rep Rnds 2-7 of chart two more 
times before moving on to Rnd 8 of 
chart. This adds 12 rnds to sock. 

To add additional length to leg: rep 
Rnds 15-41 above as established, ending 
with Rnd 27 of chart. Each complete 
rep of chart adds an additional 2.75“ of 
length for foot length 2, 3.25” for foot 
length 3, and 4” of length for foot length 
4 . This may require extra yarn for the 
larger lengths. 

Rnds 42-43: (K2, p1) a total of 0 (1, 2, 
3, 4) times, k2, beginning with Rnd 1 of 
chart, work next 22 sts from chart, *k2, 
p1; rep from* to end. Rnd 43 corresponds 



to Rnd 2 of chart. 

Note for foot length sizes 3 and 4: The 
extra reps of Rnds 2-7 for foot length 
sizes 3 and 4 will not occur until after the 
heel turn. 

Piece measures 4.5” tall for foot size 2, 
5” for foot size 3, and 5.5” for foot size 4. 

Dividing for Heel Flap 
Remove beg stitch marker, k1, pm (marks 
new beg of rnds), k1, (p1, k2) a total of 0 
(1, 2, 3, 4) times, work across chart for 22 
sts, (k2, p1) a total of 0 (1, 2, 3, 4) times, 
k1, set aside all previous sts to be worked 
later.  

The next 27 (33, 39, 45, 51) sts will be 
worked back and forth for heel flap as 
follows. 
 
Heel Flap 
Row 1 (RS): Sl 1 kwise, k26 (32, 38, 44, 
50), turn. 

Row 2 (WS): Sl 1 pwise, p26 (32, 38, 44, 
50), turn. 
Row 3: Sl 1 kwise, *k1, sl 1 pwise, rep from 
* until 2 sts rem, k2.
 
Rep Rows 2-3 ten (eleven, thirteen, 
fifteen, sixteen) more times.  

Rep Row 2 once more. 

There are a total of 24 (26, 30, 34, 36) 
rows in the heel flap.  

Heel Flap Measures aprox 2 (2.25, 2.5, 3, 
3.25)” tall. 
 
Turn Heel 
Row 1 (RS): Sl 1 kwise, k15 (17, 21, 25, 27), 
ssk, k1, turn. 

Row 2 (WS): Sl 1 pwise, p6 (4, 6, 8, 6), 
p2tog, p1, turn. 

Row 3: Sl 1 kwise, knit until 1 st remains 

before gap, ssk, k1, turn. 

Row 4: Sl 1, purl until 1 st remains before 
the gap, p2tog, p1, turn. 

Rep Rows 3-4 until all stitches have 
been worked. 17 (19, 23, 27, 29) sts after 
working last purl row.  

With RS facing, sl 1 st kwise, k16 (18, 22, 
26, 28). 

Picking Up Sts for the Gusset:
Pick up and knit 13 (14, 16, 18, 19) sts 
along side of heel flap, pm, knit across 
top of foot in established patt: k1, (p1, k2) 
a total of 0 (1, 2, 3, 4) times, work from 
chart over next 22 sts (see note below), 
(k2, p1) a total of 0 (1, 2, 3, 4) times, k1, 
pm, pick up and knit 13 (14, 16, 18, 19) 
sts along other edge of heel flap, k8 (9, 
11, 13, 14) sts leaving last 9 (10, 12, 14, 15) 
sts un-worked, pm, this marks the new 
beg of rnds. Remove previous beg of rnd 
marker. 67 (77, 91, 105, 115) sts around, 
including 9 (10, 12, 14, 15) unworked sts.  

Note: This rnd corresponds to Rnd 14 of 
Cable Chart for size 1 foot length, or Rnd 
4 of chart for sizes 2, 3, and 4.  

Heel Gusset
Rnd 1: Knit to next marker, sm, k1, (p1, k2) 
a total of 0 (1, 2, 3, 4) times, work next 
22 sts from chart, (k2, p1) a total of 0 (1, 
2, 3, 4) times, k1, sm, knit to end. 67 (77, 
91, 105, 115) sts around. 

Rnd 2: Knit to 2 sts before next marker, 
k2tog, sm, k1, (p1, k2) a total of 0 (1, 2, 
3, 4) times, work next 22 sts from chart, 
(k2, p1) a total of 0 (1, 2, 3, 4) times, k1, 
sm, ssk, knit to end. 2 sts dec. 

Rep Rnds 1-2 nine (ten, thirteen, sixteen, 
seventeen) more times. There are a total 
of 10 (11, 14, 17, 18) dec rnds and 20 (22, 
28, 34, 36) sts decreased. 47 (55, 63, 71, 
79) total sts after working last dec Rnd. 
For sizes 3 and 4: remember to rep Rnds 
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2-7 of of cable chart as specified. 

Foot
Knit to next marker, sm, k1, (p1, k2) a 
total of 0 (1, 2, 3, 4) times, work next 22 
sts from chart, (k2, p1) a total of 0 (1, 2, 
3, 4) times, k1, sm, k to end.  

Continue until 3 full reps of Cable Chart 
have been completed, ending with Rnd 
27. There should be 3 cabled trees on 
each sock. 

Toe
Knit all sts for 5 rnds, or until sock 
measures about 1.5” (4cm) shorter than 
intended length, or about 2” (5 cm) 
shorter than actual foot measurement.  

Shape Toe
Remove beg stitch marker. K12 (14, 16, 18, 
20), pm (marker designates new beg of 
rnds).  

Rnd 1 (Dec Rnd): K1, ssk, k18 (22, 26, 30, 
34), k2tog, k1, pm, k1, ssk, k 20 (24, 28, 
32, 36) sts to end. 3 sts dec, 44 (52, 60, 
68, 76) sts.  

Note: the uneven decrease in this rnd 
is intentional, it makes the stitch count 
even for easier decreases and neater 
seaming. 
Rnd 2: Knit all sts.  

Rnd 3: *K1, ssk, knit to 3 sts before 
marker, k2tog, k1, sm; rep from * once 
more. 4 sts dec, 40 (48, 56, 64, 72) sts. 

Repeat Rnds 2 and 3 three (four, four, 
five, five) more times. 28 (32, 40, 44, 52) 
sts after working last rep of Rnd 3. 

Rep Rnd 3 three (four, four, five, six) 
more times. 16 (16, 24, 24, 28) sts. 

Cut yarn, leaving long tail for sewing.

Finishing
Use Kitchener stitch to sew toe closed. 

Weave in all ends. Block to dimensions.
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CHART WRITTEN INSTRUCTIONS
Note: For sizes 1 and 2 foot length work 
Rnds 2-7 once; for size 3 foot length, 
work Rnds 2-7 twice; for size 4 foot 
length, work Rnds 2-7 three times. 

Rnd 1: P10, k2 tbl, p10. (22 sts) 
Rnd 2: P9, 1/1 RT, 1/1 LT, p9.  
Rnd 3: P9, k4 tbl, p9.  
Rnd 4: P8, 1/1 RPT, k2 tbl, 1/1 LPT, p8.  
Rnd 5: P8, k1 tbl, p1, k2 tbl, p1, k1 tbl, p8.  
Rnd 6: P7, 1/1 RPT, p1, k2 tbl, p1, 1/1 LPT, 
p7.  
Rnd 7: P6, 1/1 RPT, p2, k2 tbl, p2, 1/1 LPT, 
p6.  
Rep Rnds 2-7 another 0 (0, 1, 2) times for 
foot length sizes 1 (2, 3, 4). 
Rnd 8: P9, 1/1 RT, 1/1 LT, p9.  
Rnd 9: P9, k4 tbl, p9.  
Rnd 10: P8, 1/1 RPT, k2 tbl, 1/1 LPT, p8.  
Rnd 11: P8, k1 tbl, p1, k2 tbl, p1, k1 tbl, p8.  
Rnd 12: P7, 1/1 RPT, p1, k2 tbl, p1, 1/1 LPT, 
p7.  
Rnd 13: P6, 1/1 RPT, p2, k2 tbl, p2, 1/1 LPT, 
p6.  
Rnd 14: P5, 1/1 RPT, p2, 1/1 RT, 1/1 LT, p2, 
1/1 LPT, p5.  
Rnd 15: Repeat Rnd 9.  
Rnd 16: Repeat Rnd 10.  
Rnd 17: Repeat Rnd 11.  
Rnd 18: Repeat Rnd 12.  
Rnd 19: Repeat Rnd 13.  
Rnd 20: P5, 1/1 RPT, p3, k2 tbl, p3, 
1/1 LPT, p5.  
Rnd 21: P4, 1/1 RPT, p4, k2 tbl, p4, 
1/1 LPT, p4.  
Rnds 22 - 23: P10, k2 tbl, p10.  
Rnds 24 - 27: Purl. 
Rep Rnds 1-27 for patt.
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