
  

  

September Newsletter 

Some exciting changes this month! 

 

 



  

 

A big welcome from Sheila and me to our Studio in Fife! 

We have some big changes about to happen to our website so that you have a 

clearer view of all the exciting projects we are working on and our new designs 

and yarns. This photograph by Elena Heatherwick really sums up the wonderful 



working relationship we share...so much fun and so much creativity. Our lives do 

feel really full of wool and knitting and we love sharing it with you all, especially 

in this strange and difficult time. We hope to close the gap created by this Covid 

19 crisis so that our online relationships are stronger and caring in every way for 

our wonderful knitting friends out there! 



 

Here is a sneak preview of our fun filled day on the beach filming for the new 



website launch! 

It's been a pretty mad summer trying to get the website and media presence 

updated but we are nearly there with many thanks to the talented Elena 

Heatherwick https://www.elenaheatherwick.com for  beautiful photography and our 

model Grace Dempsey for her willingness to walk on the rocks barefoot!! Grace 

Dempsey (@grace.c.dempsey) • Instagram  

https://www.elenaheatherwick.com/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjQ6PnW2MrrAhWoShUIHfIADSMQFjAQegQIAhAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fgrace.c.dempsey%2F%3Fhl%3Den&usg=AOvVaw3JSEhmh0uRdN4Dioht7C6k
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjQ6PnW2MrrAhWoShUIHfIADSMQFjAQegQIAhAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fgrace.c.dempsey%2F%3Fhl%3Den&usg=AOvVaw3JSEhmh0uRdN4Dioht7C6k






 

Grace is wearing my Delaunay Poncho  and some amazing jeans which were a 

present from her Gran. Sheila knitted this fab piece for the amazing Fano 

Festival in Denmark. It was a massive project and has become a signature 



piece...we are thinking of making it into a pattern for release in February...and 

would love to know how many of you think this is a good idea! Message us to let 

us know! 

I personally loved Grace in the new Rose for Winter top and the beautiful Lyra 

Slipover in Northern Lights...we have a special knitting kit for this on the 

website.http://https://digilpin.com/collections/knitting-kits/products/lyra-fair-isle-

slipover-knit-kit 

We have welcomed Zara into our team at DG to work on our website and social 

media... 

Check out some of the beautiful wee films Zara has uploaded to our 

website https://digilpin.com/collections/gansey  

 

--------------------- 

http://https/digilpin.com/collections/knitting-kits/products/lyra-fair-isle-slipover-knit-kit
http://https/digilpin.com/collections/knitting-kits/products/lyra-fair-isle-slipover-knit-kit
https://digilpin.com/collections/gansey


 

Pattern of the month 

Featuring Gill and our Arabesque Gilet 

 

 



 

This beautifully sculptural gilet,brings a unique richness to formal wear with its 

perfectly refined detailing. Inspired by the deeply carved paths and rivulets that 

travel through the rolling hills. An echo of the strength of water as it slowly 



sculpts its way through the landscape, finding its way towards the lowlands. 

Arabesque is a form of decoration based on rhythmic linear patterns of scrolling 

and interlacing tendrils; translated through thick abstract cabling and intricate 

detailing.  When worn the garment stretches out to reveal the lace work 

.Arabesque in Firebird! 



 

Gill and Cathy wearing their Magnolia and Blue Enigma variations made in our 



wonderful Knitting 

Club!

 



 

This was a special commission in Sea Purslane and is the largest size with an 

additional few rows of garter as an edge, which is optional! 



  

Small  

Length (from underarm to waist) : 6.5ins/16.5cms  

Bust : 32ins/81cms  

   

Medium  

Length (from underarm to waist) : 6.5ins/16.5cms  

Bust : 35ins/89cms 

   

Large 

Length (from underarm to waist : 6.5ins/16.5cms  

Bust : 38ins/97cms   

 

For an extra 2cms follow the instructions for an extra 6 rows of garter. 

  

 

Below our amazing Arabesque Mittens! 

 



 

------------------------------------------------------- 

During these restricted times I have enjoyed the opportunity to go through the 

many past designs, samples and notes we have in the studio reviewing 

our guiding principles, development and ethos along with our undying love of 



hand knitting.  

While exploring the shelves here in the studio I came across this beautiful book 

made by Jenny for a presentation to Ralph Lauren's Knit Team in New York. I 

was fortunate enough to be invited in to their design rooms for a memorable few 

hours looking through the incredible collection of knits and tweeds amassed to 

inspire each collection. Each corridor had  incredible textiles hanging on racks 

sticking out from the walls through which I brushed my way through, just like 

Lucy before me in the wardrobe into another world. As a child "The Lion, the 

Witch and the Wardrobe" by  C.S. Lewis was a favourite book and  I read it while 

staying for the summer with family friends at Bourne End, a fabulous Arts & 

Crafts house near Filey. In my bedroom was a huge Walnut wardrobe lined in 

blue velvet with fur coats and ball gowns just as in the novel! 

 



 



 

-----





-





------------------------------------------- 

More from the archives..... 

 

 

 



 

 

------------------------------------------- 

 



On my  needles........................... 

 

Sheila has been using Our own Saorse yarn spun with love by Uist 

wool https://www.uistwool.com and naturally hand dyed by Brambles and me! 

https://bramblesandme.co.uk/shop/  

 

 

 

https://www.uistwool.com/
https://bramblesandme.co.uk/shop/


 

Look out for the pattern this Autumn! 

I have greatly missed our Spring and Summer workshops that we had planned 

for 2020. There is a real joy in passing on the traditional hand knitting skills 



 

along with some special techniques that Sheila and I have developed over the 

years  designing for the global fashion industry. The attention to detail and love 

of each and every stitch  creates a very special garment to be treasured for a 

lifetime and beyond. 

Sheila and I would like to share with you some of our musings via 

Instagram https://www.instagram.com/digilpinknitwear/. or join our knit club 

onlline https://www.facebook.com/groups/184524271599982 Do take a look and 

enjoy developing your own hand knitting skills with us! 

---------------------------  

 

Lalland Yarn 2020 

 

 

 

Blue enigma is indeed an enigma! I have created a new Geo Yoked Sweater colour 

way to celebrate using some of the wonderful Scottish flowers I love which we have in 

our range of Lalland DK alongside the Blue Enigma. Here the Bell Heather  and Furze 

(Scots language for Gorse) shine out as they do in nature against a backdrop of Broch 

and Storm Petrel. The knitting kit for this is now available online! 

https://www.instagram.com/digilpinknitwear/
http://https/www.facebook.com/groups/https:/www.facebook.com/groups/184524271599982


 

 



 

http://https://digilpin.com/collections/knitting-kits/products/geo-yoked-sweater-knit-kit 

 

LALLAND ARAN  

http://https/digilpin.com/collections/knitting-kits/products/geo-yoked-sweater-knit-kit


 

The beautiful Kingfisher Lalland Aran has arrived in the studio!! Super soft with a great 

melange of colours and a joy to knit with. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Available from our wonderful suppliers and now on the website! 

 

I was thrilled to receive this amazing message from our wonderful Yarn Store in 

Canada - 

Hi Di, 

I just wanted to let you know that you have knocked it out of the park with Aran Lalland. 



 

It is actually such a quality beautiful yarn and I cannot express to you enough how in 

love I am with this yarn.  I cannot wait for added colours in the future.  I'm so very 

excited. 

Thank you Thank you for introducing this yarn to your line. 

Have a great weekend 

 

Bruna Curtosi | 416-631-0060 

The Knitting Loft | 672 Wilson Ave. 

North York, Ontario | M3K1E1 

www.theknittingloft.ca 

  

Suppliers 

Thank you very much to all our fabulous suppliers of Lalland, Lalland Aran and Saorse 

who are our unsung heroes in these difficult times. They are all working hard on our 

behalf! We have several new stores joined us in the last few weeks so do check out 

our stockist list for a store near you! 

 

...........https://digilpin.com/pages/stockists 

 

 

  

 

I have been so inspired... 

 

By our knitclub members!! 

 

Sheila has designed an East Neuk Herring Knitting pattern for ' Knitting the Herring' 

and our lovely knit clubbers have tested the pattern with their usual enthusiasm!! 

Available soon on the dedicated website to be launched by the Scottish Fisheries 

Museum. The main pattern is from the archive and is a traditional Scottish Gansey 

motif. Contact the Museum for the pattern on gansey@scotfishmuseum.org 

http://https/digilpin.com/pages/stockists


 

 

‘Knitting the Herring' comprises a series of workshops, exhibitions and events to record 

and celebrate the unique knitting heritage of coastal fishing communities of Scotland 

and the east coast of England. 

 

This project will work with residents who live in the communities where the herring fleet 

once berthed to record and share gansey patterns and construction methods, and to 

share those findings with local, national and international audiences through the 

creation of a digital database and a series of events. 

 

In addition to developing a database of historic ganseys, project participants will create 

a ‘shoal’ of knitted herring, featuring examples of traditional stitch patterns. Alongside 

ganseys from the Scottish Fisheries Museum, the fish will form part of a travelling 

exhibition with attendant workshops and events, which will make its way along UK’s 

coast as the fishing fleet used to do. 



 

The project would also aim to work with specialist woollen mill and social enterprise 

Uist Wool to develop a specific yarn for knitting ganseys and the herring. The 

traditional oiled five-ply yarn is no longer made in Scotland and it is difficult to source 

an authentic alternative. The possibility of using local wool in the development of this 

yarn represents a real opportunity for modern rural businesses, whilst at the same time 

reviving a traditional product. 

 

As well as developing a digital database and working closely with coastal communities, 

‘Knitting the Herring’ would also act as a scoping and audience development project for 

GANSEY: Scotland’s Festival of Heritage Knitting, an international festival of gansey 

knitting planned for September 2021, to be held at Bowhouse, Fife. The aim of the 

festival is ultimately to develop a National Collection of Scottish Ganseys, in 

partnership with museums, universities, businesses and archives from across 

Scotland, so that the country’s unique knitting heritage is both preserved and 

celebrated for generations to 

come.





 



Loving our own wee shoal made by our knit clubbers!_________________________ 

 

Knit Club 

For those few who have been able to come to our very limited Knit Club evenings, it 

has been really lovely seeing everyone again and catching up with progress on 

projects. I missed you all!! 

 



 

Here is Yvonne's wonderful Lyra, beautifully knitted and a fabulous colour choice.  

  

  

 

 

Other news from Fife 

 

The tail end of summer here in Fife produces some fabulous skyscapes 



 

 

 

 

In My Garden 





 



 



 

  

 

So as you can see I have been busy gardening! Just loving it this year and doing lots 

of bottling and pickling right now so we can enjoy the fruits of our labour in the winter! 

 

 

Keep safe everyone and do share your projects with us. Special thanks to everyone 

who has supported us during this difficult time and to those sharing their stories with 

me. I love hearing from you all!  Di xxxx 
  



 


