
  

  

July Newsletter 

Launch of Knitting the Herring, Scotland's National Gansey Network  



 

 

I am thrilled to be able to share this new project Sheila and I are involved in and I 

know many of you will be excited too. We look forward to many of our friends 

following and supporting 'Knitting the Herring'. 

Here is the notice from the Scottish Fisheries Museum with contact details for Carolyn 

and Federica. 

Launch of Knitting the Herring, Scotland's National Gansey Network 

https://www.scotfishmuseum.org/blog/post.php?s=2020-07-01-launch-of-knitting-the-herring-scotlands-national-gansey-network


The Scottish Fisheries Museum is excited to announce the launch of Knitting the 

Herring, Scotland’s National Gansey Network! 

We have secured funding through Fife LEADER and Outer Hebrides LEADERto create 

a Scottish National Gansey Network, with the Museum leading on developing 

a National Gansey Collection for Scotland. 

This project will run from June 2020 to 28 February 2021, although we anticipate this 

being the pilot for an ongoing project with a strong legacy involving ganseys, in 

association with knitting experts Di Gilpin and Sheila Greenwell. This would lead to a 

proposed ‘Festival of Ganseys’ to celebrate our dynamic and interesting gansey 

heritage in Scotland. 

By creating a gansey collection database and a website to showcase our collections, 

photographs and knitting patterns, we will highlight the unique history and purpose of 

ganseys (knitted sweaters) in fishing communities. We will reach out to our project 

partners in Fife, the Outer Hebrides and beyond, to gather information on ganseys held 

in other museum collections or family homes to create the basis for a Scottish online 

archive of information and skills. 

A new yarn will be used to develop a new gansey pattern, in collaboration with Di 

Gilpin and Uist Wool. A combination of virtual webinars, knitting demonstrations, 

gansey storage and preservation methods and interviews will form the event program 

for Knitting the Herring. 

For more information, or if you would like to contribute to the project, please contact:  

• Federica Papiccio, Project Coordinator 

(Collections): federica@scotfishmuseum.org 

• Carolyn Cluness, Project Coordinator (Audience 

Development): carolyn@scotfishmuseum.org  

We look forward to sharing our gansey network with you! 

Sheila and I are designing a special pattern for an exhibition and will be posting news 

about how you can join in with this later next month! 

https://www.fifeleader.org.uk/
http://www.outerhebridesleader.co.uk/
https://digilpin.com/
https://digilpin.com/
https://www.uistwool.com/
mailto:federica@scotfishmuseum.org
mailto:carolyn@scotfishmuseum.org


 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Carrington Knit Along! 

Folk are now beginning to finish their Carrington's and  posting some wonderful photos! 

I am so happy we had such a wonderful response to the Carrington pattern released in 

April, it is available through the website as a kit https://digilpin.com/collections/knitting-

kits/products/carrington-knit-kit with the pattern also available through 

Ravelry https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/carrington-5 

 

Here is Gill in her size small in Lalland 

Furze! http://https://www.instagram.com/p/CCqQtJQpqAO/ 

 

with some perfect neck gussets too! 

https://digilpin.com/collections/knitting-kits/products/carrington-knit-kit
https://digilpin.com/collections/knitting-kits/products/carrington-knit-kit
https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/carrington-5
http://https/www.instagram.com/p/CCqQtJQpqAO/


 



 

 



 



Carrington looks beautiful in Meadowsweet and below in Jasper! 

 

 

Sharing my passion for knitting and the stories around this mindfulness activity is one 

of my greatest pleasures so you can imagine my joy in watching and being part 

of everyone's journey with the Carrington pattern. During lockdown it is a great 

opportunity to use that treasured stash or maybe order some wonderful Lalland from 

your favourite yarn store. Enjoy the process of choice but if you would like some advice 

join us all on Ravelry in our Di Gilpin Group. https://www.ravelry.com/groups/di-gilpin-

designs?s=tab 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

On my  needles........................... 

 

Sheila and I are busy in the studio developing and testing a series of new stunning 

https://www.ravelry.com/groups/di-gilpin-designs?s=tab
https://www.ravelry.com/groups/di-gilpin-designs?s=tab


designs for the Autumn including this wonderful tunic guarded faithfully by Bailey in the 

studio!! 



 



 



Look at this fabulously vibrant colour!!       Our new Aran 'Firebird' used here in 

our Arabesque Gilet pattern. 

 

We will publish the revised pattern later this summer..... 

 

 

 

More designs to look forward to in the Autumn.......Intarsia in all its splendid glory! Use 

your stash from previous DG designs and let your imagination run riot with colour!! Not 

only will the Harlequin mittens be launched but I have a new design in a book by 



Debbie Tomkiss coming out in September! Published by Quarto,' The Beginner’s 

Knitting Manual' by Debbie Tomkies. 



 



 



 



 

---------------------------  

Lalland Yarn 2020 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------- 

We have a brand new shade too for AW2020! 'Blue Enigma'. Di chose this 

wonderful name which is the common name for the Salvia guaranticia - an 

anise scented sage. 

'Blue Enigma' is a tall perennial with ovate leaves and terminal and axillary 

spikes of deep blue, two-lipped flowers 5cm in length, in late summer and 

autumn. 



 



 

 

Here they are: Oak, a mixture of Coille and Broch, Magnolia, a blend of sugar 

plum pink and stone, Firebird, a fabulous blend of orange and the brightest 

pink! 

 

Available from our wonderful suppliers and via the website soon 

  



 

 

  

Suppliers 

Thank you very much to all our fabulous suppliers of Lalland and Saorse who 

are our unsung heroes in these difficult times. They are all working hard on our 

behalf! We are also thrilled to announce we have our first stockist in 

Milan! https://www.lanadimiele.it/ 

info@lanadimiele.it 

 

https://www.lanadimiele.it/


 

...........https://digilpin.com/pages/stockists 

 

 

  

 

I have been so inspired... 

 

 

 

http://https/digilpin.com/pages/stockists


 

 

by Gill! Who took my breath away with this beautiful gift she had made for us 

during lockdown! An inspired interpretation of our Logo in crewel wool and 

linen. 

Gill used the basic outline of our original woodcut Logo as the design for her 

embroidery traced onto raw linen. With Black and green crewel wool from 

Wemyss needlework school https://wemyssneedlework.com Gill used traditional 

stitches to embroider the design. Chain stitch for the outline, backstitch curls to 

hint at the depth of wool on the body, satin stitch for the foliage and fly stitch as 



definition for the lower horns. 

 

If anyone is interested in crewel work we are planning to put a kit together in the 

future... 

 

 

 

 

Here is my Bellwether logo again etched into the glass of my home studio at our 

steading home. The original wood engraving was made back in 1985 by the 

wood engraver Kathleen Lindsley of Raven Press. If you love sheep engravings 

do look at her amazing prints and 

books here http://http://www.ravenpressgallery.co.uk/index.asp?pageid=66292 

_________________________ 

 

Knit Club 

Our Zoom knit club on a Thursday evening has been a lovely way of keeping in 

touch with the  news and o projects of our wonderful members. There have 

been lots knitting tips passed around and oooh's and aaah's at the amazing 

amount of knitting created during lockdown! Sheila and I are hoping to get back 

to a real life knit club (Covid safe of course) around the end of July for those 

http://http/www.ravenpressgallery.co.uk/index.asp?pageid=66292


who would like to come along to the studio. We will also continue to offer the 

Zoom option and if any of you would be interested in a bigger online meet up let 

me know! 

Keep in touch  

 

We will be meeting in the courtyard at the studio for the first real meet up since 

March. I have at times felt quite lonely working down at the studio without all my 

wonderful co-workers on hand to share coffee, cake and stories to make me 

laugh. So this week I invited a couple of friends for an outside tea party in the 

courtyard! I was working away on a new design for the fashion label La Fetiche 

so a brief interlude was really lovely! 

They were great 



company!  

 

  

................................................................................. 

  

 



Other news from Fife 

 

Early sightings of the Northern Brown Argus butterfly among the Rock rose 

along the Fife coastal path 



 

Portugese man o'war jellyfish on the Fife beaches 



 

Wild orchids in the grass 



 



 

My garden is full of roses and lots of special plants to attract bees and 

butterflies. The garden is organic and I do try to grow my own vegetables as 

well, companion growing and selecting old varieties which suit my area at 500m 

above sea level. I find popping out into the garden in between long sessions of 

knitting or designing really delightful and helps keep my inspiration flowing. I 

love knitting in the garden too ! My wonderful friend Jill, who keeps me straight 

with my gardening and is a great felt artist / natural dyer, calls these places 

'sitooteries'....and in my case 'knitooteries'...I would love to see where your 

favourite spots are too! 



 

 



 

 

 

 

Keep safe everyone and do share your projects with us. Special thanks to 

everyone who has supported us during this difficult time and to those sharing 

their stories with me. I love hearing from you all!  Di xxxx 
  

 


