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News from Wilmersdorf

Photos from a Site of Torture

The Kommunale Galerie opens with a new Exhibition

Perpetrator and penitent: in a double role Tanya Ury demonstrates the interaction between torturers and victims of 
terror. Photo: Thomas Schubert
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14.07.2014

Wilmersdorf. Naked madness and psychological terror against a background of floral 
wallpaper: six artists share their impressions of the Stasi prison Hohenschönhausen at 
PhotoWerk Berlin (PhotoWorks), with an exhibition entitled "Lost in Interiors". Visitors 
may immerse themselves in the atmosphere of oppressive absurdity for a hundred 
days.

The political police have disappeared. Their prisoners were released a long time ago. But to 
this day untold tales slumber in the places where they used to sit, face to face. 
Photographer Norbert Wiesneth is continually drawn to return to the Stasi prison 
Hohenschönhausen. And what he brought back to the lab from his last foray is now part of a 
new photo show in the Kommunale Galerie (Communal). His study of objects is called 
"Einrichtungsorgane" (Institutional Entities). The filing system, the telephone, the table – it 
is the furniture that has to tell the tale, in the absence of the torturers and their victims. 

By walking around the room with a torch, Wiesneth has created the desired atmosphere - 
with light painting, as it were, for the camera to photograph. “I find this place extremely 
inspiring” - he admits to his fascination. “It wasn’t actually a prison for criminals, rather a 
gaol for artists and people who think differently”, says Wiesneth. A confession had to be 
extorted before trial. But first the breaking down of a character was brought about, with 
weeks of psychological torture. The final imprisonment only came after that, in a prison 
where artists served together with murderers.

http://www.berliner-woche.de/verlag/redaktion/


Wiesneth isn’t just presenting his own work. This time he has slipped into the role of curator 
for PhotoWerk Berlin, by realising an exhibition with participants, who have each found an 
individual approach to the subject of state terror. There are the pieces by Ruth Stoltenberg: 
empty chairs - a substitute for the people, who once sat there - accompanied by narratives 
of former prisoners. Then one glimpses Tanya Ury’s self-dramatisation. You see her doubly 
in her pictures, as perpetrator and victim simultaneously – and stark naked each time. 
“Freedom or intimacy didn’t exist. There was always the peephole”, Wiesneth explains.

Katharina Skalweit made her way through the empty halls and sites of torture without a 
rigid concept, she trusted in her own sentiments to produce her detailed studies. And finally 
Cameron Scott’s interest was aroused by absurd details - the wallpaper’s floral designs, for 
example - a quaint prison charm that so opposes the bureaucratic monstrosity, like a short 
story by Franz Kafka.

Moving images are also part of the presentation, proffered by Lisa Junghanß, who crawls 
through the cells, dressed as a chambermaid, in an endless loop, accompanied by 
psychedelic music. She reflects her own biography as the daughter of people who had 
opposed the DDR, and were already being spied upon during her childhood. At best the 
exhibition visitor is not merely moved by all these interpretations, but also animated. Stasi 
files ought to be finding their way into the public domain - according to anonymous 
contributions by exhibition guests, an appeal is shortly to be started.
(Translation from German Tanya Ury)

The exhibition "Lost in Interiors" in the Kommunale Galerie, Hohenzollerndamm 176, 
may be seen, admission free, until October: Tue-Fri 10am - 5pm, Wed 10am – 7 pm, Sun 
11 am - 5pm. 
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