
About animal portraits: the materials and the process 

Thanks for contacting me. I am happy to do any kind of animal - from dogs and cats to reptiles, horses, alpacas, 

budgies and pretty much every living creature. The more interesting or strange the better! 

 

*All portraits and commissions are one-off, original pieces of work and won't be replicated. 

 

The materials 

The final portrait will be created from kiln-fired enamel fused onto copper sheet that I cut out into the shape of the 

animal. I cut these out by hand with a piercing saw (similar to a hacksaw but with very thin blades). Normally I fire 

each piece between 3-7 times in the kiln at about 800 degrees Celsius/1450 Farenheit. The pieces are then 

assembled, mounted and framed. 

 

Photos and sketches 

More about photos below. After receiving your photos I will review them and do some drawings, I will show you a 

couple of pencil sketches, then an outline drawing (see horse below), then a photo of the initial base colours fused 

onto the copper sheet before I proceed with more of the details. The next photo you will see is the finished piece.  

 

The process 

Have a think about whether or not you want a straight forward representation of your animal or an artistic one. We 

can chat about this more and an immediate decision doesn't need to be made as I always start portraits out with the 

animal's likeness anyway. It is important that the animal's markings are correct, the structure of the animals 

physiognomy, shape of his/her face, ears, eyes, nose. This is your animal not just any animal. Colours will never be 

exact but this is art so that is fine. However I can match colours pretty closely and the same goes for nicks, cuts, 

scars, nibbled ears... 

 

 
 

 

 

Straight forward representation Artistic representation 

Queenie and Bella 
Exact colours, exact markings, ear shapes. The 
collie also has a couple of orange glass beads 

fused above her left eye and a blue area around 
her nose. Black and white can be quite 

unforgiving so I sometimes soften it up with a 
dash of colour. This Collie genuinely has one blue 

eye and one brown. 

The markings are exact including the shape of 
the ears, the slope of the shoulders, the width of 

the face etc. But I used bright red as the base 
colour instead of tan, then added yellow, orange 
and green shapes that were stencilled on. I also 
included fused glass millefiore and the dog tag 

has 24kt gold leaf. The colour is oxidised copper. 

 

Photos 

I need lots of good photos where the light is good so that I can see their face properly, ears, their colours etc. It 

would be great to get around 10-20 photos.  

If you have a photo that you want an exact replica of I can do that - let's say it is a horse doing some show jumping or 

eventing for example and you want that exact "pose" of going over the fence or a dog lying by the fire. 



 

 

 
 

 

 

Dynamic full body portrait Typical pose of this dog, highly recognisable, 
balled up, sleeping Whippet  

Could have a variety of different renderings No stencils and shapes but a colour change from 
grey to purple. The markings were exact 

 

I would also like to know what kind of character they have - one client described her JRT as an "absolute devil!" and 

other described her dogs as "kind". I'll have a think about the photos you send and talk to you about what you are 

looking for and then do some sketches. This is really for me to examine and focus on the contours, colours and 

quirks of the animal: it helps me to get the right look. 

 

Frames and sizes 

I use double mounted, deep, glass-fronted wooden box frames. They are generally white but can come in a variety of 

colours. I sometimes use black because it can be really striking with a black animal. The frames colours don't need to 

be decided until the end. 

 

Prices 

These prices are for the kind of portraits I did of Bella and Queenie. If you wanted more, for example, a copper and 

enamel background, that is of course possible but I would have to add to the prices below for additional copper, 

time and enamels. If you want to add 24kt gold leaf let me know. This my add to the cost but probably not by much - 

and it is looks fantastic especially in good light. If you have other ideas and want to run them by me, please do, I'm 

open! 

 Small: €175-€200 225x225mm up to 300x300mm frame size 

 Medium: €300-€350 300x400mm frame size (either horizontal or vertical) up to 400x400mm 

 Large: €500+ 500x400mm frame size and upwards 

The medium, 30x40cms frame size would be the one I recommend for a head and shoulders piece of work. 

 

Schedule 

The portrait can take a few weeks depending on how busy I am but I would say anything between 3-5 weeks is 

probably a good estimate. 

 

Deposit 

Once we have decided on what you want and you have seen a rough mock-up/sketch I will ask for a 50% deposit 

before I order the copper sheet and start to do the handwork. 

 

Shipping 

Ireland: €20 

UK and Europe: €25-€30 

Everywhere else: €35-€40 


