
Supplies Needed: Tools Needed:

Tack Strips Rubber Mallet
Tin Snips

Step 1 - Determine Length

Depending on the location you are using the tack strip, you may need to cut it to length.
Measure the total length of the area where you need to place the tack strip, then cut the
tack strip ½” shorter than that measurement while cutting off as few spikes as possible.

Tack Strip Installation

Step 2 - Align the Tack Strip 

Making sure the tack strip is perfectly vertical, place the flat side 
of the strip against the frame (spikes facing you) and line up the 
outside edge of the strip with the outside edge of the wood. The 
top of the tack strip should sit just below the cardboard chip strip 
that is securing the top edge of the fabric in place.

Step 3 - Install Fabric

Pull the fabric so that it is resting on the spikes. With very light 
pressure, pull the fabric down and outward. This will slightly 
increase the tension on the fabric. Starting with the top spike, 
push the fabric around the spike down so the spike pierces 
through the fabric. Then repeat the process with the bottom 
spike. Once the top and bottom spikes are through the fabric, 
we recommend securing the fabric on a middle spike and then
returning to the top of the strip and working your way down 
the strip until all spikes are pierced through the fabric.

Disclaimer: These instructions are intended to be general guidelines and may not be applicable in all scenarios 
or situations. Safety equipment should be worn at all times during the installation. Please read and understand
all instructions before beginning.  
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Fabric

Chip Strip



We remember being new to upholstery and know how intimidating it can be. Our hope is that these instructions will help 
you feel con�dent working on your project. If you still have questions, please email us at support@house2home-us.com. 

Step 4 - Rotate the Tack Strip

Rotate the tack strip inward so that the spikes point 
towards the work piece. Other than the spikes, none 
of the tack strip should be visible.

Step 5 - Install Tack Strip

Pull the tack strip and fabric down and outward to 
create some tension in the fabric. This is critical so 
that the finished piece does not have any wrinkles. 
While maintaining the tension, take the rubber 
mallet and begin hammering in the tack strip 
working from the top to the bottom. Ideally, the 
outer edge of the fabric wrapped tack strip will 
line up with the outer edge of the wood.

Tip: Since the tacks can bend during the process of 
hammering, we recommend performing this step 
with extra care.

Step 6 - Close Remaining Fabric

Take the extra fabric at the bottom and pull it tight 
under the frame to create a clean look. It can then 
be secured in place with staples.
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