
Supplies Needed: Tools Needed:
Cardboard Tack Strip Staple Gun (Pneumatic Recommended)

Staples Scissors

Fabric

Cardboard Tack Strip

Disclaimer: These instructions are intended to be general guidelines and may not 
be applicable in all scenarios or situations. Safety equipment should be worn at 
all times during the installation. Please read and understand all instructions 
before beginning.  

For our example, we will outline how to use cardboard tack strip to install the fabric 
that closes the back of the work piece. This is generally the final step in the upholstery 
process. These instructions only cover the details as it pertains to the tack strip, but the 
same principles can be applied to install fabric on other areas of the work piece.

Copyright © 2020 House2Home. All rights reserved.

Step 1 - Cutting Your Fabric

The fabric that will seal up the back of the work piece should be cut so that it is 
about 4 inches taller and 4 inches wider than the area that it needs to cover.

Drape your fabric face down 
over the top of the work piece. 
The bottom edge of the fabric 
should sit 1-2 inches below 
the top edge of the frame.

Step 2 - Placing Your Fabric



Step 3 - Placing the Tack Strip

Place the tack strip on top of the fabric, 1/4 inch 
below the top edge of the frame. Trim each end 
of the tack strip 1/2 inch shorter than the width 
of the frame. Place one or two staples at each 
end to anchor the tack strip and fabric in place. 

Step 4 - 
Securing the Tack Strip

Staple near the top edge of 
the tack strip all the way 
across. For the best results, 
keep the edge of the fabric 
and the tack strip as level as 
possible.
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Still have questions? You can email us at support@house2home-us.com. 
We would love to hear from you, please don't forget to leave a review!

Step 5 - Finishing

Now flip the fabric over to 
conceal the tack strip. 

To finish the piece, use metal 
tack strips (sold separately) 
on the sides of the fabric 
and staple the bottom of 
the fabric to the underside 
of the frame.


