
True Crime and 
the Justice of God

Ethics, Media, and Forensic Science

Elisabeth T. Vasko and Lyndsie Ferrara



Founded in 1970, Orbis Books endeavors to publish works that enlighten the 
mind, nourish the spirit, and challenge the conscience. The publishing arm of 
the Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers, Orbis seeks to explore the global dimen-
sions of the Christian faith and mission, to invite dialogue with diverse cultures 
and religious traditions, and to serve the cause of reconciliation and peace. The 
books published reflect the views of their authors and do not represent the 
official position of the Maryknoll Society. To learn more about Maryknoll and 
Orbis Books, please visit our website at www.orbisbooks.com.

Copyright © 2022 by Elisabeth T. Vasko and Lyndsie Ferrara.

Published by Orbis Books, Box 302, Maryknoll, NY 10545-0302. 

All rights reserved. 

No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or 
by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or 
any information storage or retrieval system, without prior permission in writ-
ing from the publisher. 

Queries regarding rights and permissions should be addressed to: Orbis Books, 
P.O. Box 302, Maryknoll, NY 10545-0302.

Manufactured in the United States of America.
Manuscript editing and typesetting by Joan Weber Laflamme.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Vasko, Elisabeth T., author. | Ferrara, Lyndsie, author. 
Title: True crime and the justice of God : ethics, media, and forensic science / 

Elisabeth T. Vasko and Lyndsie Ferrara.  
Description: Maryknoll, NY : Orbis Books, [2022] | Includes bibliographical 

references and index. | Summary: “Utilizing the tools of forensic science 
and Christian theological ethics, this book resituates prominent criminal 
cases within their social and forensic contexts”— Provided by publisher.  

Identifiers: LCCN 2021036259 (print) | LCCN 2021036260 (ebook) | ISBN 
9781626984721 (trade paperback) | ISBN 9781608339341 (epub)  

Subjects: LCSH: Equality—Religious aspects—Catholic Church. 
Classification: LCC BX1795.J87 V37 2022 (print) | LCC BX1795.J87  

(ebook) | DDC 261.8—dc23 
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2021036259
LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2021036260



vii

Contents

Introduction	 ix
Intended Audience    xvi
Key Terms and Assumptions    xviii
Book Overview    xx

	1.	True Crime and Christian Ethics	 1
A Brief History of True Crime    1
True Crime as True?    4
Why True Crime and Christian Ethics?    11
Christian Ethics as a Process of Moral Growth    14

	2.	Dead Bodies, Sexual Violence, and True Crime	 23
Sexual Violence and Media Representation    25
Defining Sexual Violence    29
Steubenville, Ohio, and Roll Red Roll    32
Theodore “Ted” Bundy    37
Why “Rescue the Killers”?    45

	3.	A Scientific Examination of Sexual Violence	 49
Reporting    50
The Process    54
The Backlog    57
Testing    62
Moving Forward     65



viii	 Contents

	4.	Sexual Harassment and the Theological Roots 
of (Dis)Belief	 69

What Is Sexual Harassment?    77
Theological Roots of (Dis)Belief    81
Gender Complementarity and “Himpathy”    82
White Entitlement    87
Blessed Are Those Who Believe    96

	5.	Racial Injustice and True Crime	 99
“Wilding,” Superpredator, and Sexual Predator    101
Black Bodies and White Gazes    103
Rendering Racism Invisible on Screen    108
Reentry: Stories Untold    114
Human Dignity and the Exonerated Five    120

	6.	Blind (In)Justice: Bias and Forensic Science	 125
Cognitive Bias and Fallacies    127
Bias in Forensic Science    129
Environmental and Human Factors    132
Racial Bias in Forensic Science    134
Mitigating Bias    137
Seeking Justice    140

	7.	White Goodness, Redemption, and the 
Search for Justice	 143

Good White Christians    147
Absolution, Atonement, and Retribution    152
Retelling the Story of Justice    156
Taking Action	 161
Concluding Thoughts    165

Epilogue	 169

Acknowledgments	 173
Index	 177




