Jesus Wasn't Killed
by the Jews

Reflections for Christians in Lent

Edited by
Jon M. Sweeney

Foreword by
Rabbi Abraham Skorka

Afterword by
Amy-Jill Levine

ORBIS BOOKS
Maryknoll, New York



ORBIS@BDOKS !’

4 Fathers and Brothers
Maryknoll, New York 10545 a ARYKNOLL..

Founded in 1970, Orbis Books endeavors to publish works that enlighten
the mind, nourish the spirit, and challenge the conscience. The publish-
ing arm of the Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers, Orbis seeks to explore the
global dimensions of the Christian faith and mission, to invite dialogue
with diverse cultures and religious traditions, and to serve the cause of
reconciliation and peace. The books published reflect the views of their
authors and do not represent the official position of the Maryknoll Society.
To learn more about Maryknoll and Orbis Books, please visit our website
at www.orbisbooks.com.

Copyright © 2020 by Jon M. Sweeney on behalf of the contributors
Published by Orbis Books, Box 302, Maryknoll, NY 10545-0302.
All rights reserved.

When not otherwise noted, translations of Holy Scripture are those of the
author of the chapter.

No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any
form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, or any information storage or retrieval system, without prior
permission in writing from the publisher.

Queries regarding rights and permissions should be addressed to: Orbis
Books, P.O. Box 302, Maryknoll, NY 10545-0302.

Manufactured in the United States of America

Names: Sweeney, Jon M., 1967- editor. | Skorka, Abraham, 1950-
writer of foreword. | Levine, Amy-Jill, 1956- writer of afterword.

Title: Jesus wasn’t killed by the Jews : reflections for Christians in Lent
/ edited by Jon M. Sweeney ; foreword by Rabbi Abraham Skorka ;
afterword by Amy-Jill Levine.

Description: Maryknoll, NY : Orbis Books, [2020] | Includes
bibliographical references. | Summary: “Christian and Jewish
scholars respond to the role of Gospel texts (particularly Lenten
readings) in fostering anti-semitism”-- Provided by publisher.

Identifiers: LCCN 2019035554 (print) | LCCN 2019035555 (ebook) |
ISBN 9781626983526 (paperback) | ISBN 9781608338177 (ebook)

Subjects: LCSH: Jesus Christ--Passion--Role of Jews. | Christianity
and antisemitism. | Lent--Meditations.

Classification: LCC BT431.5 .J47 2020 (print) | LCC BT431.5 (ebook)
| DDC 261.2/6--dc23

LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2019035554

LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2019035555



Contents

Foreword: Antisemitism Yet Again
Rabbi Abraham Skorka

Introduction: We Need This Book
Jon M. Sweeney

Part One: Foundations

1. You Can’t Understand Judaism Simply Reading
the Old Testament
Jon M. Sweeney

2. “Israel Is My Firstborn Son” (Exodus 4:22)
Walter Brueggemann

3. Christianity’s Complicated Origins
Mary Boys, SNJM

4. The New Testament Was Written Entirely by Jews
Nicholas King, S]

5. Supersessionism/Replacement Theology
Richard C. Lux

Part Two: Progress
6. Spiritual Practices on Ash Wednesday
Jon M. Sweeney

7. Caution about Maundy Thursday Passover Seders
Jon M. Sweeney

8. For When We Hear “Crucify him!” on Good Friday
Jon M. Sweeney

17

23

25

28

36

45

52

59

61

65

69



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Contents

. The Great Commandment

Robert Ellsberg 72

Why We Need to Translate loudaioi as “Judeans”
Wes Howard-Brook 76

From the “Teaching of Contempt” to Nostra Aetate:

The Shift of Vatican II on the Relations with

the Jews

Massimo Faggioli 84

Differences among Early Jesus Followers:
Paul’s Warning to the Thessalonians
Bishop Richard ]. Sklba 93

“For Fear of the Jews”: Antisemitism in John’s
Time and in Ours
Greg Garrett 102

What Do We Say to Our Children?
Rabbi Sandy Eisenberg Sasso 111

Afterword
Amy-Jill Levine 116

About the Contributors 123





