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The Beginning of the Public Life

THe “GooD neWs” (1:1)1

The key to interpreting life and history
Life is not simply a bare succession of events, but a history, a
story waiting to be told through the choice of an interpretative
lens that can select and gather the most relevant data. in and of
itself, reality has no one, clear meaning. everything depends on
the way we look at things, on the lens we use to view them. if
we change that lens, reality itself appears different. so how can
we begin to “read” reality through the right lens?

The Gospel of Jesus, Son of God
For christians, that lens can only be the good news, beginning
with the Good news par excellence: “the Gospel of Jesus christ,
son of God” (Mark 1:1). With these words, the evangelist,
Mark, begins his story not by relating “good news” about Jesus,
but rather the good news that is Jesus himself. indeed, in reading
the pages of Mark’s Gospel, we learn that its title corresponds
to its content and, above all else, that this content is the very
person of Jesus.

1



The Easter mystery
This good news—Jesus himself—is not good because it has
nothing to do with suffering, but rather because suffering itself
becomes part of a bigger picture. it is seen as an integral part of
Jesus’s love for the Father and for all humanity. in christ, God
has shown his solidarity with every human in every situation.
He has told us that we are not alone, for we have a Father who
is constantly mindful of his children. “Fear not, for i am with
you” (isa 43:5): these are the comforting words of a God who is
immersed in the history of his people. in his beloved son, the
divine promise—“i am with you”—embraces all our weakness,
even to dying and death. in christ, even darkness and death be-
come a point of encounter with Light and Life. Hope is born, a
hope accessible to everyone, at the very crossroads where life
meets the bitterness of failure. That hope does not disappoint,
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts (cf. rom 5:5)
and makes new life blossom, like a shoot that springs up from
the fallen seed. seen in this light, every new tragedy that occurs
in the world’s history can also become a setting for good news,
inasmuch as love can find a way to draw near and to raise up
sympathetic hearts, resolute faces, and hands ready to build
anew.

JesUs THe cenTer anD enD oF HisTorY (1:2–4)2

it is interesting that when the apostles proclaim Jesus christ
they never begin by saying, for example: “Jesus christ is the
savior!” rather, the apostles introduce their testimony by pre-
senting “the history of the people.” We see it in today’s passage
from the acts of the apostles (cf. 13:13–25). . . .

one cannot understand Jesus christ apart from the history
that prepares for him. consequently, one cannot understand a
christian apart from the people of God, for a christian is not a
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monad, someone who exists alone. no, he belongs to a people,
to the church, so much so that a christian without the church
is an abstract idea, not a reality!

THe BaPTisM oF JesUs (1:9–11)3

all four Gospels testify that Jesus, before taking up his min-
istry, wanted to be baptized by John the Baptist (Matt 3:13–17;
Mark 1:9–11; Luke 3:21–22; John 1:29–34). This event gives de-
cisive direction to christ’s entire mission. indeed, he did not
present himself to the world in the splendor of the temple; he
could have done so. He did not announce himself with the
sounding of trumpets; he could have done so. and he did not
come vested like a judge; he could have done so. instead, after
thirty years of a hidden life in nazareth, Jesus went to the river
Jordan, together with many other people, and there waited in
line with sinners. He wasn’t ashamed; he was there with every-
one, with sinners, to be baptized. Therefore, from the very be-
ginning of his ministry, he manifested himself as the Messiah
who takes upon himself the human condition, moved by soli-
darity and compassion. as he said in the synagogue of
nazareth when he identified with the prophecy of isaiah: “The
spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to
preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim re-
lease to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to set
at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the acceptable
year of the Lord” (Luke 4:18–19). everything that Jesus accom-
plished after his baptism was the realization of that initial de-
sign: to bring to all people the saving love of God. Jesus did
not bring hatred, did not bring hostility; he brought us love! a
love that saves!

He came close to the lowliest, communicating to them
God’s mercy that is forgiveness, joy, and new life. Jesus, the
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son sent by the Father, is truly the start of the time of mercy
for all humanity! Those present on the banks of the Jordan did
not immediately understand the full extent of Jesus’s gesture.
John the Baptist himself was stunned by his decision (cf. Matt
3:14). But not the Heavenly Father! He let his voice be heard
from on high: “You are my beloved son, with you i am well
pleased” (Mark 1:11). in this way, the Father confirmed the
path that the son had taken as Messiah, as the Holy spirit de-
scended upon him in the form of a dove. Thus, Jesus’s heart
beats, so to speak, in unison with the heart of the Father and
of the spirit, showing to all that salvation is the fruit of God’s
mercy.

We can contemplate even more clearly the great mystery of
this love by directing our gaze to Jesus crucified. as the inno-
cent one is about to die for us sinners, he prays to the Father:
“Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do” (Luke
23:34). it is on the cross that Jesus presents the sin of the world
to the mercy of the Father: the sin of all people, my sins, your
sins, everyone’s sins. There, on the cross, he presents them to
the Father. and with the sin of the world, all our sins are wiped
away. nothing and no one is left out of this sacrificial prayer of
Jesus. Therefore, we must not be afraid of acknowledging and
confessing ourselves as sinners. How many times have we said:
“Well, this one is a sinner, he did this and that . . . ,” and judge
someone else? and you? everyone should ask oneself: “Yes, he
is a sinner. and i?” We are all sinners, but we are all forgiven.
We all have the opportunity to receive this forgiveness—the
mercy of God. Therefore, we mustn’t be afraid to acknowledge
that we are sinners, to confess that we are sinners, because
every sin was borne by the son on the cross. When we confess
it, repenting and entrusting ourselves to him, we can be certain
of forgiveness. The sacrament of reconciliation makes present
to each one of us the power of forgiveness that flows from the
cross and renews in our life the grace of mercy that Jesus pur-
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chased for us! We must not be afraid of our defects: we each
have our own. The power of the love of the crucified one
knows no bounds and never runs dry. This mercy wipes away
our defects.

We ask God for the grace to experience the power of the
Gospel: the Gospel of mercy that transforms, that lets us enter
the heart of God and makes us capable of forgiving and looking
at the world with more goodness. if we accept the Gospel of the
crucified and risen one, our whole life will be formed by his
renewing love.

We are consecraTeD BY THe sPiriT (1:9–11)4

The word “christian” means that we are consecrated like Jesus,
in the same spirit in which Jesus was immersed throughout his
earthly existence. He is the “christ,” the anointed one, the con-
secrated one; we, the baptized, are “christian,” meaning con-
secrated, anointed. Therefore, dear parents, dear godfathers and
godmothers, if you want your children to become true chris-
tians, help them to grow up “immersed” in the Holy spirit, that
is, in the warmth of the love of God, in the light of his Word. Do
not forget to invoke the Holy spirit often, every day. 

“Do you pray, Ma’am?” 
“Yes.” 
“To whom do you pray?”
“i pray to God.” 
But “God” does not exist like this: God is person, and as

person the Father, son, and Holy spirit exist. 
“To whom do you pray?”
“The Father, the son, the Holy spirit.” 
We usually pray to Jesus. When we pray the “our Father,”

we pray to the Father. But we do not often pray to the Holy
spirit. it is very important to pray to the Holy spirit who
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teaches us how to raise the family, the children, so that these
children may grow in the living presence of the Holy Trinity. it
is precisely the spirit who leads them forward. For this reason,
do not forget to invoke the Holy spirit often, every day. You can
do so, for example, with this simple prayer: “come, Holy spirit,
fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire of your
love.” You can say this prayer for your children, and, of course,
also for yourselves!

When you recite this prayer, you feel the maternal presence
of the Virgin Mary. she teaches us to pray to the Holy spirit,
and to live in accordance with the spirit, like Jesus.

THe Voice oF THe FaTHer (1:10–11)5

scripture and Tradition give us access to a knowledge of the
Trinity, which is revealed with the features of a family. The fam-
ily is the image of God, who is a communion of persons. at
christ’s baptism, the Father’s voice was heard, calling Jesus his
beloved son, and in this love we can recognize the Holy spirit
(cf. Mark 1:10–11).

DriVen BY THe sPiriT (1:12–15)6

The trial and victory of Jesus
The Gospel recalls the themes of temptation, conversion, and
the Good news. Mark the evangelist writes: “The spirit imme-
diately drove Jesus out into the wilderness. and he was in the
wilderness forty days, tempted by satan” (cf. Mark 1:12–13).
Jesus goes into the desert to prepare himself for his mission in
the world. He does not need conversion, but as a man, he must
go through this trial both for himself, to obey the Father’s will,
and for us, to give us the grace to overcome temptation. Jesus’s
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preparation consists in the battle against the evil spirit, that is,
against the devil. For us too, Lent is a time of spiritual “contest,”
spiritual struggle: we are called to confront the evil one
through prayer in order to be able, with God’s help, to over-
come him in our daily life. We know that evil unfortunately is
at work in our existence and around us, where there is violence,
rejection of the other, building walls, war, injustice. all of these
are the work of the evil one, of evil.

immediately following the temptations in the desert, Jesus
begins to preach the Gospel, that is, the Good news, the second
word. The first was “temptation,” the second, “Good news.”
and this Good news demands our conversion—the third
word—and faith. He proclaims: “The time is fulfilled, and the
kingdom of God is at hand”; and then he cautions, “repent and
believe in the gospel” (v. 15), that is, believe in this Good news
that the kingdom of God is at hand. in our lives, we always
need to convert—every day! and the church invites us to pray
for this. in fact, we are never sufficiently oriented toward God,
and we must continually direct our minds and our hearts to-
ward him. To do this, we need to have the courage to reject all
that takes us off course, the false values that deceive us by sub-
tly flattering our ego. Furthermore, we must entrust ourselves
to the Lord, to his goodness and to his project of love for each
of us. Lent is a time of repentance, yes, but it is not a time of
sorrow! it is a time of penance, but it is not a time of sadness, of
mourning. it is a time of joyous and serious commitment to
strip ourselves of our selfishness, of our “old self,” and to renew
ourselves according to the grace of our baptism.

THe BeGinninG oF THe GaLiLean MinisTrY (1:14–15)7

The Gospel today presents the beginning of Jesus’s preaching
ministry in Galilee. saint Mark stresses that Jesus began to
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preach “after John [the Baptist] was arrested” (1:14). Precisely
at the moment in which the prophetic voice of the Baptist, who
proclaimed the coming of the kingdom of God, was silenced
by Herod, Jesus begins to travel the roads of his land to bring
to all, especially the poor, “the gospel of God” (v. 14). The
proclamation of Jesus is like that of John, with the essential
difference that Jesus no longer points to another who must
come. Jesus is the fulfillment of the promises; He is the “good
news” to believe in, to receive, and to communicate to all men
and women of every time that they too may entrust their lives
to him. Jesus christ is the Word living and working in history:
whoever hears and follows him may enter the kingdom of
God.

Jesus is the fulfillment of divine promises, for he is the one
who gives us the Holy spirit, the “living water” that quenches
our restless heart, thirsting for life, love, freedom, and peace—
thirsting for God. How often do we feel or have we felt that
thirst in our hearts! Jesus revealed it to the samaritan woman,
whom he met at Jacob’s well and to whom he said: “Give me a
drink” (John 4:7).

PLacinG JesUs aT THe cenTer (1:14–20)8

The liturgical season that we just experienced centered on the
wait for Jesus and then the coming of Jesus: his birth and the
mysteries of his birth until his baptism. Thus, today begins a
new liturgical season, and the church shows us that Jesus is
also at the center of this beginning. indeed, the center of today’s
liturgy is Jesus: Jesus as the first and last word of the Father. in
fact, God, who often and in different ways in ancient times
spoke to our fathers through the prophets, recently, in these
days, has spoken to us through the son whom he established
as heir of all things and through whom he also created the
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world: Jesus the son, the savior, the Lord: he is the Lord of the
Universe.

it was a long journey to this moment of the manifestation
of Jesus whom we celebrated in the christmas season. But he
continues to be the center of christian life: Jesus christ, son of
the Father, savior of the world. There is no other; he is the one.
and this is the center of our life: Jesus christ, who manifests
himself and shows himself, and we are invited to know him, to
recognize him in life, in the many circumstances of life.

The point is to recognize Jesus, to know Jesus. and al-
though it is good to know about the life of this or that saint or
about the apparitions to that person here or there, one must
never lose sight of the fact that the center is Jesus christ; with-
out Jesus christ there are no saints. of course, the saints are
saints. They are great; they are important, but not all appari-
tions are true.

in this perspective, we should ask: is the center of my life
Jesus christ? What is my relationship with Jesus christ? at the
start of the celebration of Mass, in the oration of the collect
prayer, we asked for the grace to see, the grace to know what
we have to do, and the grace to have the strength to do it. But
the first thing we must do is look to Jesus christ. There are three
tasks, three things we can do to assure ourselves that Jesus is at
the center of our life.

Know and recognize Jesus
First, we need to know and recognize Jesus. at the beginning
of his Gospel the apostle John says that many did not recognize
Jesus: the doctors of the law, the high priests, the scribes, the
sadducees, some Pharisees. Furthermore, they persecuted him;
they killed him. This makes clear that we must first know and
recognize Jesus, discover who Jesus is. Does this interest me?
it is a question that all of us must ask ourselves: Does it inter-
est me to know Jesus, or am i perhaps more interested in soap
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operas or gossip or ambitions or knowing about other people’s
lives?

indeed, to know Jesus, one must first be able to recognize
him. and to know Jesus, there is prayer, there is the Holy spirit,
yes, but it is also a good practice to pick up the Gospel every
day. . . . it is important to always take with you a copy of the
Gospel, such as the pocket version, which is small and can be
carried in a pocket or purse, so it is always with you. it is said
that saint cecilia had the Gospel close to her heart: close, close!
By keeping it always close at hand, you can read a passage of
the Gospel every day. it is the only way to know Jesus—to
know what he did, what he said.

reading the story of Jesus is essential. The Gospel is the
story of Jesus, the life of Jesus; it is Jesus himself. The Holy spirit
shows us that Jesus there. Please, do this: each day read a pas-
sage of the Gospel, a small one—for three, four, or five minutes.
it is precisely in reading it that the Gospel is understood and
works within us; it is the Holy spirit who then does his work.
This is the seed. it is the Holy spirit who makes the seed sprout
and grow.

Adore Jesus
While the first task is to recognize and to know Jesus, the sec-
ond task is to adore Jesus; he is God! it is important to adore
Jesus. in the responsorial psalm we prayed: “Let us adore the
Lord with the angels” (cf. Psalm 96). and if “the angels adore
him” truly, then we should ask ourselves whether we adore him
as well. Most often we pray to Jesus to ask or thank him for
something, which is all well and good. However, the real ques-
tion is whether we adore Jesus.

Let us consider the two ways of adoring Jesus. First, there
is the prayer of silent adoration: “You are God; you are the son
of God; i adore you.” This is “adoring Jesus.” But then we
must also remove from our heart the other things that we
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“adore”—those things that interest us more. There must be
God alone. other things are helpful only if they direct us to
God; they are useful if they help us to adore God alone. There-
fore, we must adore God, adore Jesus, and know Jesus
through the Gospel.

There is a little prayer that we pray—“Glory be to the Fa-
ther, and to the son, and to the Holy spirit . . .”—but we often
say it mechanically, like parrots. instead, this prayer is adora-
tion, glory: i adore the Father, and the son and the Holy spirit.
adore, then, with little prayers. in silence before the grandeur
of God, adore Jesus and say: “You are the only one, you are the
beginning and the end, and i want to be with you for all my
life, for all eternity. You are the only one.” and in this way, ban-
ish the things that prevent you from adoring Jesus.

Follow Jesus
The third task in order to have Jesus at the center of our life is
what today’s Gospel reading tells us: follow Jesus. When the
Lord saw simon and andrew working—they were fishermen—
he said to them, “Follow me.” We must, therefore, follow Jesus,
the things he taught us, the things we find each day when we
read a section of the Gospel. and we must ask: “Lord, what do
you want me to do? show me the way.”

in conclusion, it is essential always to keep Jesus at the cen-
ter. This involves knowing and recognizing Jesus; adoring and
following Jesus. christian life is very simple, but we need the
grace of the Holy spirit so he may awaken in us this will to
know, to adore, and to follow Jesus. For this very reason, we
asked the Lord at the beginning in the collect prayer that we
might know what we have to do and have the strength to do it.
and, in the simplicity of every day—because to be christians,
the unusual, difficult, and superfluous things are not necessary—
may the Lord give us the grace to know Jesus, to adore Jesus,
and to follow Jesus.
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a DiVine THreaD (1:15)9

God is close
a divine thread emerges, a thread that passes through human
history and weaves together the history of salvation. . . . God is
near, his kingdom is at hand (cf. Mark 1:15). The Lord does not
want to be feared like a powerful and aloof sovereign. He does
not want to remain on his throne in heaven or in history books,
but rather he wants to come down and be among us in our
everyday affairs, to walk with us. as we think of the gift of a
millennium so filled with faith, we do well before all else to
thank God for having walked with his people, having taken us
by the hand, as a father takes the hand of his child, and accom-
panied us in so many situations. That is what we too, as mem-
bers of the church, are constantly called to do: to listen, to get
involved, and to be neighbors, sharing in people’s joys and
struggles, so that the Gospel can spread ever more consistently
and fruitfully, radiating goodness through the transparency of
our lives.

God is real
Finally, God is real. everything about God’s way of acting is
real and concrete. Divine wisdom “is like a master worker” and
one who “plays” in the world (cf. Prov 8:30). The Word becomes
flesh, is born of a mother, is born under the law (cf. Gal 4:4), has
friends, goes to a party. The eternal is communicated in spend-
ing time with people and through concrete situations. Your own
history, shaped by the Gospel, the cross, and fidelity to the
church, has seen the contagious power of a genuine faith,
passed down from family to family, from fathers to sons, and
above all from mothers and grandmothers, whom we need so
much to thank. in particular, you have been able to touch with
your hand the real and provident tenderness of the Mother of
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all, whom i have come here [to Poland] as a pilgrim to venerate
and whom we have acclaimed in the psalm as the “great pride
of our nation” (Jud 15:9).

THe inViTaTion To conVersion (1:15)10

Jesus made conversion the first word of his preaching: “repent
and believe in the Gospel” (Mark 1:15). With this proclamation,
he presents himself to the people, asking them to accept his
word as God’s final and definitive word to humanity (cf. Mark
12:1–11). With regard to the preaching of the prophets, Jesus
insists even more on the interior dimension. in fact, conversion
involves the whole person—heart and mind—to become a new
creature, a new person. change your heart and you will be
renewed.

When Jesus calls one to conversion, he does not set himself
up as a judge, but he calls from a position of closeness. Because
he shares in the human condition, he therefore calls from the
street, from the home, from the table. . . . Mercy toward those
who needed to change their lives came about through his lov-
ing presence, involving each person in the history of salvation.
Jesus persuaded people with his kindness, with his love, and
with his way of being. He touched the depths of people’s
hearts, and they felt attracted by the love of God and were
moved to change their lifestyle. For example, the conversion
of Matthew (cf. Matt 9:9–13) and of Zacchaeus (cf. Luke 19:1–
10) happened in exactly this manner, because they felt loved
by Jesus and, through him, by the Father. True conversion hap-
pens when we accept the gift of grace, and a clear sign of its
authenticity is when we become aware of the needs of our
brothers and sisters and are ready to draw near to them.

How many times have we also felt a need to change that
involves our entire person! How often do we say to ourselves:
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“i need to change, i can’t continue this way. . . . My life on this
path will not bear fruit; it will be a useless life and i will not be
happy.” How often these thoughts come, how often! and Jesus,
who is near us, extends his hand and says, “come, come to me.
i’ll do the work: i’ll change your heart. i’ll change your life. i
will make you happy.” 

Jesus who is with us invites us to change our lives. it is he,
with the Holy spirit, who sows in us this restlessness to change
our life and be better. Let us follow, therefore, this invitation of
the Lord and let us not resist, because only if we open our-
selves to his mercy will we find true life and true joy. We have
only to open wide the door and he will do the rest. He does
everything, but we must open our heart so that he can heal us
and enable us to go forward. i assure you that we will be much
happier.

JesUs caLLs THe FirsT DisciPLes (1:17–18)11

in looking at your faces, the Mexican people have the right to
discover [in their bishops] the signs of those “who have seen
the Lord” (cf. John 20:25), of those who have been with God.
This is essential. Do not waste time or energy, then, on second-
ary things, on gossip or intrigue, on conceited schemes of ca-
reerism, on empty plans for superiority, or on unproductive
groups that seek their own interests. Do not allow yourselves
to be dragged into gossip and slander. Foster in your priests a
correct understanding of sacred ministry. For us ministers of
God, it is enough to have the grace to “drink the cup of the
Lord,” the gift of protecting that portion of the heritage that
has been entrusted to us, though we may be unskilled admin-
istrators. Let us allow the Father to assign the place he has pre-
pared for us (cf. Matt 20:20–28). can we really be concerned
with affairs that are not the Father’s? away from the “Father’s
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affairs” (Luke 2:48–49) we lose our identity and, through our
own fault, empty his grace of meaning.

if our vision does not witness to having seen Jesus, then the
words with which we recall him will be rhetorical and empty
figures of speech. They may perhaps express the nostalgia of
those who cannot forget the Lord, but who have become, in
some sense, mere babbling orphans beside a tomb. Finally, they
may be words that are incapable of preventing this world of ours
from being abandoned and reduced to its own desperate power.

i think of the need to offer a maternal place of rest to young
people. May your vision be capable of meeting theirs, loving
them and understanding what they search for with that energy
that inspired many like them to leave behind their boats and
nets on the other side of the sea (cf. Mark 1:17–18), to leave the
abuses of the banking sector so as to follow the Lord on the path
of true wealth (cf. Matt 9:9).

i am concerned about those many persons who, seduced
by the empty power of the world, praise illusions and embrace
macabre symbols to commercialize death in exchange for
wealth that, in the end, “moth and rust consume” and “thieves
break in and steal” (Matt 6:19). i urge you not to underestimate
the moral and antisocial challenge that the drug trade repre-
sents for the youth and for Mexican society as a whole, as well
as for the church.

THe Man WiTH an UncLean sPiriT (1:21–28)12

in the Gospel, it says that “they were astounded” (Mark 1:22).
Why this “astonishment”? Because of the way in which Jesus
taught. Furthermore, he taught them as one who has authority,
and not as the scribes, that is, the doctors of the law. indeed, all
those people did teach, “but they did not enter the heart of the
people” and therefore had no authority.
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authority is a recurring theme in the Gospel. in particular,
we see this when Jesus finds himself “questioned, many times”
by the doctors of the law, the Pharisees, the priests, and the
scribes: “But by what authority do you do this? Tell us! You
have no authority to do this! We have the authority.” The
essence of this question has to do with the difference between
formal authority and real authority. While the scribes and Phar-
isees enjoyed “formal authority,” Jesus had “real authority.” But
not because he was a seducer. in fact, if it is true that Jesus
brought a “new teaching,” it is also true that Jesus himself said
he was teaching the law down to the last detail. The difference,
compared to the doctors of law, lay in the fact that Jesus was
teaching the truth, but with authority.

Thus, it is important to understand the nature of this au-
thority. First, Jesus’s authority was a humble authority. Jesus
taught with humility. His authority was characterized by serv-
ice, so much so that he advised his disciples to act in the same
way: “Those who rule nations lord it over them, but it shall not
be so among you. Let the greatest be the one who serves: he
shall become the least, and he shall be the greatest” (cf. Matt
20:25–27). Jesus, therefore, served the people. He explained
things so that the people could clearly understand. He was at
the service of the people. He had the manner of a servant and
this gave him authority.

in contrast, the doctors of the law “had the mindset of
princes,” and they thought: “We are the teachers, the princes,
and we teach you. We do not serve; we command; you obey.”
Therefore, even if people listened to and respected them, they
did not feel that the doctors of the law had authority over them.
Jesus, however, never acted like a prince; he was always the ser-
vant of all, and this gave him authority.

a second characteristic of Jesus’s authority was closeness.
The Gospel states: “Jesus was close to the people, was among
the people,” and the people themselves “would not let him

THe GosPeL oF MarK

16



leave.” The Lord was not allergic to the people. Touching lepers,
the sick, did not disgust him. and his being close to the people
gave him authority.

The comparison with the doctors, scribes, and priests is ev-
ident. They distance themselves from the people. in their hearts
they despise those who are poor, those who are uneducated.
They love to set themselves apart, walking in the squares, well
dressed, in luxurious robes. They have a clerical mindset, and
they teach with clerical authority. Jesus, instead, was very close
to the people, and this gave him authority.

in this regard, we recall how close Blessed Paul Vi was to
the people. an example can be found in his apostolic exhorta-
tion Evangelii Nuntiandi (48), which recognizes the heart of the
pastor who is close to his people. Therein lies the authority of
that pope: closeness.

Jesus overturned everything, as if it were an iceberg. When
we look at an iceberg we generally see its tip. Jesus instead over-
turned it, so that the people are at the top, and he who com-
mands is below, and commands from below. second, there is
“closeness.”

and last, there is a “third distinction” with respect to the
doctors of law: “consistency.” Jesus was consistent; he lived as
he preached. There was a unity, a harmony, between what he
thought, felt, and did—something that cannot be found in the
attitude of the scribes and Pharisees. Their personality was
split to the point that Jesus advised his disciples: “Do as they
say, but not as they do.” They would say one thing and do an-
other. Jesus often described them as hypocrites. and one who
feels like a prince, who has a “clericalist” attitude, who is a
hypocrite, does not have authority. He will speak the truth, but
without authority. instead, Jesus, who is humble, who serves,
who is close, who does not despise people, has authority. This,
said the pontiff, is the kind of authority that the people of God
can sense.
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The authority that astonishes and wins over hearts is like
that of the Good samaritan, who is an “image of Jesus.”

There’s that man there: knocked down, beaten, left half
dead in the middle of the street by bandits. and when the
priest passes by, he goes around him because he sees blood and
he thinks: “The law says that if i touch blood, i will be un-
clean. … no, no, i will leave.” Later, when the Levite passes by,
he probably thinks: “if i become involved in this, i will need
to go to court tomorrow, to testify, and tomorrow i have many
things to do. i must . . . no, no, no . . .” and so he goes away.
Later, the samaritan arrives. He is a sinner, from a different
people. Unlike the others, has pity for this man, and he acts to
take care of the man.

But in the parable, there is a fourth character: the innkeeper,
who was astonished. He was astonished, not by the poor man’s
injuries, since he knew there were bandits on that path, on that
road; and not by the behavior of the priest and the Levite, since
he knew them and knew that this was their way of acting. The
innkeeper was astonished by the samaritan, since he did not
understand why he would choose to stop and help. Perhaps the
innkeeper thought: “This man is crazy! But he is also a for-
eigner. He is not Jewish; he is a sinner. But he is crazy. i do not
understand!”

This was the astonishment—the same astonishment of the
people before Jesus, because his authority was a humble au-
thority, one of service. it was an authority close to the people
and it was a consistent authority.

JesUs HeaLs THe sicK (1:29–34)13

The Gospels tell us often of Jesus’s encounters with the sick
and of his commitment to healing them. He presents himself
publicly as one who fights against illness and who has come
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to heal humanity of every evil: evils of the spirit and evils of
the body. The Gospel scene just referenced from the Gospel of
Mark is truly moving. it says: “That evening, at sundown, they
brought to him all who were sick or possessed with demons”
(1:32).

When i think of today’s great cities, i wonder: Where are
the doors to which the sick are brought hoping to be healed?
Jesus never held back from caring for them. He never passed
by, never turned his face away. When a father or a mother or
even just friends brought a sick person for him to touch and
heal, he never let time be an issue; healing came before the law,
even a law as sacred as that of resting on the sabbath (cf. Mark
3:1–6). The doctors of the law reproached Jesus because he
healed on the sabbath; he did good work on the sabbath. But
the love of Jesus was in giving health, in doing good. This al-
ways takes priority!

GoD reacHes Us THroUGH THe WorD (1:27, 45)14

God seeks to reach others through the preacher and displays
his power through human words. saint Paul speaks forcefully
about the need to preach, since the Lord desires to reach other
people by means of our word (cf. rom 10:14–17). By his words
our Lord won over the hearts of the people. They came from
all parts to hear him (cf. Mark 1:45); they were amazed at his
teachings (cf. Mark 6:2), and they sensed that he spoke to them
as one with authority (cf. Mark 1:27). By their words the apos-
tles, whom christ established “to be with him and to be sent
out to preach” (Mark 3:14), brought all nations to the bosom of
the church (cf. Matt 16:15, 20).
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JesUs’s HeaLinG siGns (1:21–39)15

Today’s gospel reading continues the narrative of Jesus’s day
in capernaum. it was a saturday, the Jewish weekly holy day
(cf. Mark 1:21–39). Here, Mark highlights the relationship be-
tween Jesus’s healing work and the awakening of faith in the
people he meets. indeed, with the healing signs that he per-
forms, the Lord wants to arouse faith as a response.

Jesus’s day in capernaum begins with the healing of Peter’s
mother-in-law and ends with the scene of a crowd of townspeo-
ple who gathered outside the house where he was staying to
bring all the sick people to him. Marked by physical suffering
and by spiritual wretchedness of those who are sick, the crowd
comprises, so to speak, “the living environment” in which Jesus’s
mission takes place. Jesus did not come to bring salvation in a
laboratory; he does not preach from a laboratory, detached from
people. He is in the midst of the crowd! in the midst of the people!
Most of Jesus’s public ministry took place on the streets, among
the people: preaching the Gospel, healing physical and spiritual
wounds. This crowd of which the Gospel often speaks is a hu-
manity marked by suffering. it is to this poor humanity that
Jesus’s powerful, liberating, and renewing action is directed. . . .

Miracles, in fact, are “signs” that encourage faith as a re-
sponse, signs that are always accompanied by words that en-
lighten. Taken together, the signs and words arouse faith and
conversion through the divine power of christ’s grace.

The conclusion of today’s passage (vv. 35–39) indicates that
Jesus’s proclamation of the kingdom of God finds its most right-
ful place on the streets. . . . This was the journey of the son of
God and this will be the journey of his disciples. and it must
be the journey of each christian. The street, as the place for the
Good news of the Gospel, places the mission of the church
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under the sign of “going forth,” of journeying under the sign
of “movement” and never of idleness.

JesUs is cLose in TiMes oF sUFFerinG (1:30–31)16

Jesus himself was born into a modest family that soon had to
flee to a foreign land. He visits the home of Peter, whose
mother-in-law is ill (cf. Mark 1:30–31), and he shows sympathy
upon hearing of deaths in the homes of Jairus and Lazarus (cf.
Mark 5:22–24, 35–43; John 11:1–44). He hears the desperate
weeping of the widow of nain for her dead son (cf. Luke 7:11–
15), and he heeds the plea of the father of an epileptic child in
a small country town (cf. Mark 9:17–27). He goes to the homes
of tax collectors like Matthew and Zacchaeus (cf. Matt 9:9–13;
Luke 19:1–10), and he speaks to sinners like the woman in the
house of simon the Pharisee (cf. Luke 7:36–50). Jesus knows
the anxieties and tensions experienced by families and he
weaves them into his parables: children who leave home to
seek adventure (cf. Luke 15:11–32), or who prove troublesome
(Matt 21:28–31) or fall prey to violence (Mark 12:1–9). He is also
sensitive to the embarrassment caused by the lack of wine at a
wedding feast (John 2:1–10), the failure of guests to come to a
banquet (Matt 22:1–10), and the anxiety of a poor woman over
the loss of a coin (Luke 15:8–10).

VicTorY anD DeFeaT (1:40–45)17

The passage taken from the First Book of samuel (4:1–11) tells
us that the people of God “are defeated in battle, in a war
against the Philistines,” while the Gospel of Mark (1:40–45)
instead speaks about the victory over the disease of the leper
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who trusted in Jesus. Two opposite outcomes resulted from
the protagonists’ difference in faith.

The defeat of Israel
The israelites were defeated and everyone fled to his tent. There
was a great slaughter: thirty thousand of israel’s foot soldiers
fell. Thirty thousand! Furthermore, the ark of God was cap-
tured; and the two sons of eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were slain.
The people lost everything, even their dignity. . . .

Why did this happen? The Lord was always with his people,
so what led them to this defeat? The fact is that the people, step
by step, had slowly distanced themselves from the Lord. They
were living in a worldly manner and they even made idols for
themselves. it is true that the israelites went up to the sanctuary
at shiloh, but they did so as if it were a cultural custom: they
had lost their filial relationship with God. Here, then, is the crux
of the matter: they no longer worshiped God. Therefore, the
Lord left them on their own. They had distanced themselves,
and God left them to do as they pleased.

That is not all. after they lost the first battle, the elders
asked: “Why has the Lord put us to rout today before the
Philistines? Let us bring the ark of the covenant of the Lord.”
in that time of trouble, in other words, they remembered the
Lord, but once again without true faith. indeed, they went to
get the ark of the covenant as if it were something—excuse me
if i use the word—somewhat “magical.” They said: “Let’s bring
the ark, it will save us! it will save us!” But in the ark was the
law, the law that they did not observe and from which they had
distanced themselves. in other words, there was no longer a
personal relationship with the Lord. They had forgotten the
God who had saved them.

Thus it happened that the israelites brought the ark. The
Philistines were afraid at first, but then they said: “We are men,
let us go forth!” and they won. The slaughter was total: thirty
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thousand soldiers. Moreover, the ark of God was captured by
the Philistines; the two sons of eli, the delinquent priests who
had exploited the people in the sanctuary at shiloh, Hophni and
Phinehas, were slain. it was a disaster. The people were left
without soldiers, without young men, without God, and with-
out priests. a total defeat!

A lesson for everyone
in the responsorial psalm (taken from Psalm 44[43]), we find
the reaction of the people when they realized what had hap-
pened: “Lord, thou hast cast us off and abased us.” The Psalmist
prays: “awake! Do not cast us off forever! Why dost thou hide
thy face? Why dost thou forget our affliction and oppression?”
This is the defeat: a people that distances itself from God ends
up like this. it is a lesson that applies to everyone. even today.
We too, seemingly, are devout, we have a shrine, we have many
things. . . . But is your heart with God? Do you know how to
worship God? if you believe in God, but a somewhat nebulous,
distant God, who does not enter your heart and whose com-
mandments you do not obey, then this means that you are fac-
ing “defeat.”

The victory of the leper
The Gospel, however, speaks of a victory. “a leper came to
Jesus, and kneeling—precisely in this act of worship—said to
him, ‘if you will, you can make me clean.’”

The leper, in a certain sense, challenged the Lord, saying:
“i am one defeated in life.” indeed, he was defeated, because
he could not take part in common life; he was always “cast off,”
set aside. But he pressed on: “You can turn this defeat into vic-
tory!” Then, standing before this man, and moved with pity,
Jesus stretched out his hand, touched him, and said to him, “i
will; be clean.” Thus another battle, but this one ended in vic-
tory within two minutes, while that of the israelites lasted all
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day and ended in defeat. The difference lies in the fact that that
man had something that spurred him to go to Jesus and pose
that challenge. in other words, he had faith!

Faith is victory
in the First Letter of John, it says: “This is the victory that over-
comes the world, our faith.” Faith always overcomes. Faith is
victory. This is precisely what happened to the leper: “if you
will, you can do it.” The defeated ones described in the first
reading instead prayed to God, brought the ark, but did not
have faith; they had forgotten it.

When one asks with faith, as Jesus himself told us, it can
move mountains. recall the words of the Gospel: “Whatever
you ask of the Father in my name, you will be given. ask and it
will be given you; knock and [the door] will be opened to you.”
everything is possible, but only with faith. This is our victory.

Ask for faith
Thus, let us ask the Lord that our prayers may always be rooted
in faith. Let us ask for the grace of faith. Faith, indeed, is a gift
and it is not learned from books. it is a gift to be asked of the
Lord. “Give me faith.” indeed, “i believe, Lord,” said the man
who asked Jesus to heal his son: “i believe, Lord, help my feeble
faith.” We must therefore ask the Lord for the grace to pray with
faith, so as to be sure, with the certainty that faith gives us, that
everything we ask of him will be given us. This is our victory:
our faith.

MissionarY FaMiLies (1:40–45)18

The work of handing on the faith to children, in the sense of fa-
cilitating its expression and growth, helps the whole family in
its evangelizing mission. The faith then naturally begins to
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spread to others, even those outside of the family circle. chil-
dren who grow up in missionary families often become mis-
sionaries themselves. Growing up in warm and friendly
families, they learn to relate to the world in this way, without
giving up their faith or their convictions. We know that Jesus
himself ate and drank with sinners (cf. Mark 2:16; Matt 11:19),
conversed with a samaritan woman (cf. John 4:7–26), received
nicodemus by night (cf. John 3:1–21), allowed his feet to be
anointed by a prostitute (cf. Luke 7:36–50), and did not hesitate
to lay his hands on those who were sick (cf. Mark 1:40–45; 7:33).
The same was true of his apostles, who did not look down on
others, or cluster together in small and elite groups, cut off from
the life of their people. although the authorities harassed them,
they nonetheless enjoyed the favor “of all the people” (acts
2:47; cf. 4:21, 33; 5:13).
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