
I Surrender
A Memoir of Chile’s Dictatorship, 1975



Kathleen M. Osberger



Founded in 1970, Orbis Books endeavors to publish works that enlighten the mind, 
nourish the spirit, and challenge the conscience. The publishing arm of the Maryknoll 
Fathers and Brothers, Orbis seeks to explore the global dimensions of the Christian 
faith and mission, to invite dialogue with diverse cultures and religious traditions, and 
to serve the cause of reconciliation and peace. The books published reflect the views 
of their authors and do not represent the official position of the Maryknoll Society. 
To learn more about Maryknoll and Orbis Books, please visit our website at www.
orbisbooks.com

Copyright © 2023 KMO Literary LLC
Published by Orbis Books, Box 302, Maryknoll, NY 10545-0302.

Cover Art: Marcha de Mujeres Familiares de Detenidos Desaparecidos (AFDD), 
Victoria Díaz Caro, Artesana, Colección de Isabel Morel de Letelier. Museo de la 
Memoria y Derechos Humanos. Special Permission granted by the Museo de la Memo-
ria y Derechos Humanos, to include all images of the Chilean arpilleras displayed in 
this book. 

All rights reserved.

No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any 
means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or any informa-
tion storage or retrieval system, without prior permission in writing from the publisher.

Queries regarding rights and permissions should be addressed to: Orbis Books, P.O. 
Box 302, Maryknoll, NY 10545-0302.

Manufactured in the United States of America

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Osberger, Kathleen M., author.  
Title: I surrender : a memoir of Chile’s dictatorship, 1975 / Kathleen M. Osberger.  
Other titles: Memoir of Chile’s dictatorship, 1975  
Description: Maryknoll, New York : Orbis Books, [2023] | Includes bibliographical 
  references and index. | Summary: “While teaching grade school in Chile in 1975, 
  Kathy Osberger was picked up and interrogated by Chile’s secret police”—Provided 
  by publisher.  
Identifiers: LCCN 2023007250 (print) | LCCN 2023007251 (ebook) | 
ISBN 9781626985476 (trade paperback) | ISBN 9798888660058 (epub)  
Subjects: LCSH: Osberger, Kathleen M. | Political prisoners—Chile—Biography. | 
  Victims of state-sponsored terrorism—Chile—Biography. | Lay teachers— 
  Chile—Biography. | School Sisters of Notre Dame. | Catholic Church—Chile— 
  History—20th century.  | Chile—Politics and government—1973-1988. 
Classification: LCC F3101 .O83 A3 2023  (print) | LCC F3101  (ebook) | DDC 
  983.06/5092 [B]—dc23/eng/20230322 
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2023007250
LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2023007251



vii

Contents

Preface� xi

Interviews� xiii

Part I. Journey: 1953–1975

  1.  Descent� 1
  2.  Invisible Passports� 13
  3.  San Miguelito, Panama� 17

Part II. Immersion in Santiago 

  4.  San Juan de Dios School in Buzeta� 20
  5.  Los Desaparecidos—“Where Are They?”� 26
  6.  In the Población and Los Chicago Boys� 30
  7.  Weekends� 36
  8.  Full House on Orellana� 41

Part III. A New Consciousness and a Coup: 1968–1973

  9.  A New Consciousness� 45
10.  Touching the Soul � 50
11.  The Allende Years until the Coup� 55

Part IV. It Happened So Fast

12.  A Visitor Arrives� 62
13.  Dinner with Isabel� 64
14.  Twilight� 67



viii	 Contents

Part V. The Church Bears Witness: 
October 15–31, 1975 

15.  Malloco� 69
16.  I Was Sick and You Looked After Me � 83
17.  In the Trunk of the Peugeot � 90

Part VI. The Day of the Dead: November 1–2, 1975

18.  El Día de Todos los Santos � 93
19.  El Día de los Muertos� 113
20.  No Place to Hide before the Nation� 134

Part VII. Solidarity: November 3–8, 1975

21.  Another Fiat and Solidarity� 141
22.  Reading between the Lies: November 5� 153
23.  Sheila’s Night of Torture: November 1–2� 157
24.  Bando 89: November 6� 159
25.  Inside the Nunciatura: November 7� 162
26.  Pudahuel: November 7� 163
27. � Pascal Allende, Phil Devlin, and Diplomats:  

November 8� 167
28.  No Need to Say Anything: November 2–8� 172

Part VIII. Take Cover: November 9–19, 1975

29.  Isabel� 180
30.  Conflict in the Pews: November 9–10� 184
31.  Testing the Waters: November 10–16� 186
32.  A Photo of Sheila: November 12� 188
33.  Quintero: November 14–16 � 191
34.  A Bait and Switch: November 15–17� 195
35.  The United Nations Condemns Chile: November 12� 198
36.  Cardinal Silva in Rome: November 16–28� 200



	 Contents	 ix

37.  Rattled: November 17� 201
38.  Elfriede and Edelweiss: November 18� 202

Part IX. Inside the Consulate: 
November 18–December 5, 1975

39.  Charles Stout: November 18� 205
40.  Inside the Consulate: November 19� 210
41.  Daniel Panchot—In the Vortex: November 14–18� 213
42.  El Pizarrón—The Blackboard: November 20–21� 215
43.  Comité Pro Paz Dissolved: November 20–22 � 218
44.  The Memo Tells All: November 21 � 220
45.  Consulate Woes� 222
46.  Exile: November 24–26� 225
47.  The American Commander: November 25� 229
48.  Thanksgiving: November 27–30� 235
49.  A Letter to the Editor: December 2� 240
50.  Neither Yes nor No: November 7–December 2� 242
51.  Balcony Doors: November 28–December 5� 243

Epilogue� 245

Notes� 258

Bibliography� 270




